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BANBURY A M )  D l S l R I C T  GOLF CLUB 1894-1919 

An a r t i c l e  i n  t h e  Spr ing  number, 1989, o f  Cake arid Cockhorse gave 
an account o f  t he  e a r l y  days o f  t he  Banbury G o l f  Club and o f  i t s  
move a t  t he  t u r n  o f  t he  cen tu ry  from Bod ico te  t o  Overthorpe. 
The G o l f i n g  Annual d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t he  new course read:- 

Banbury and D i s t r i c t  G o l f  Club 
I n s t i ' t u t e d  March 1 4 t h  1894 

"The course o f  n i n e  h o l e s  i s  a m i l e  and a h a l f  from 
Banbury S t a t i o n  ( L .  & N.W.R., G.C.R., G.W.R.). The 
hazards a re  hedges, a l ong  deep g r i p  and coppice o f  
f i r  t r e e s .  There i s  a Club-house c l o s e  t o  the  course 
which is b e a u t i f u l l y  s i t u a t e d  on v e r y  h i g h  u n d u l a t i n g  
ground. The greens a r e  very good and the course i s  i n  
every way s u p e r i o r  t o  the  o l d  one. V i s i t o r s  ( i n t r o d u c e d )  
th ree  days f ree ,  a f t e r  t h a t  5s a week. There a re  two good 
h o t e l s .  [Whi te  L i o n  and Red L i o n ] "  

I n  case the  word ' g r i p '  should send anyone, as i t  d i d  me, d i v i n g  
fo r  the d i c t i o n a r y ,  i t  has i n  t h i s  c o n t e x t  a meaning o f  a d i t c h .  
The course, l a i d  ou t  on f i e l d s  be long ing  t o  Sydney G r i f f i n ,  who 
l i v e d  a t  The Grange, Overthorpe, extended as f a r  as the  l ane  run- 
n ing  between Nethercote and t h e  Bowl ing Green Inn. I n  f a c t ,  i n  one 
year, t he  G o l f i n g  Annual r e f e r s  t o  t h e  course as be ing  a t  Nethercote, 
not  Overthorpe. A f a i r  number o f  t he  f i r  t r e e s  have s u r v i v e d  t h e  
passing o f  t h e  years, even though they a r e  i n  an exposed p o s i t i o n ,  
ac t i ng  as a windbreak aga ins t  t he  p r c v o i l l n g  winds. Footpaths,  
which were o f  course much used b e f o r e  t h e  coming o f  t he  motor ca r ,  
s t i l l  c r i s s - c r o s s  the  o l d  course, i n c l u d i n g  a p a t h  from the  coppice 
t o  the Bowl ing Green Inn. 
From where the  club-house was s i t u a t e d ,  t he re  i s ,  as the  G o l f i n g  
Annual says, a very f i n e  view l o o k i n g  over  Banbury a t  one ' s  f e e t  t o  
higher ground i n  the f a r  d i s tance ,  i n c l u d i n g  Tadmarton Heath. I 
fear though t h a t  t he  p leasu re  o f  d w e l l i n g  on such a landscape w i l l  
soon be dest royed by the  scar  i n  the  c o u n t r y - s i d e  c rea ted  by t h e  
motorway below - the  ear  o f fended  by t h e  unceasing r o a r  o f  t r a f f i c .  
Reactionary t h a t  I am, I share t h e  f e e l i n g s  expressed by A.L.Godley 
i n  h i s  doggere l  "The Motor Bus":- 

"What i s  t h i s  t h a t  r o a r e t h  thus? 
Can i t  be a Motor Bus7 
Yes, t he  sme l l  and h ideous hum 
I n d i c a t  Motorem bum! 
Imp le t  i n  the  Corn and H igh  
Terror me M o t o r i s  Bi." 

O f  my e a r l i e r  a r t i c l e  on t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  Banbury G o l f  Club, Jeremy 
Gibson, t o  whom the  H i s t o r i c a l  Soc ie ty  owes so much, made t h e  remark 
t h a t  I had c o n s t r u c t e d  b r i c k s  w i th  very l i t t l e  s t raw.  With Overthorpe, 
straw i s  i n  such s h o r t  supply  t h a t  one i s  reduced, as were the  

I s r a e l i t e s ,  t o  sea rch ing  f o r  s tubb le .  Whereas, in t he  case o f  
Bodicote, t h e  Banbury Guardian r e p o r t e d  even ts  such as Annual General 
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Map showing the s i t e  o f  the  Overthorpe Golf Course. 
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Meetings and I n t e r - C l u b  matches, t he  o n l y  e n t r y  t o  be found f o r  
Overthorpe i s  i n  the  Almanac which was p u b l i s h e d  a t  t h e  end o f  each 
year. 
courses runn ing  a longside,  Bodicote and Overthorpe, t he  s e c r e t a r i e s  
being C.F. Edmunds and E.  Crowe. On t h e  o the r  hand, t h e  G o l f i n g  
Annual con t inues  t o  l i s t  o n l y  t h e  Bod ico te  course u n t i l  1901 when 
Overthorpe takes  i t s  p lace ,  naming A.B. F i e l d ,  a member o f  t h e  
o r i g i n a l  General Committee o f  1894, as t h e  C l u b ' s  honorary s e c r e t a r y  
and t r e a s u r e r .  The annual s u b s c r i p t i o n  was two guineas and t h e r e  
were 60 members. 
It seems reasonable t o  assume t h a t  t h i s  s c a r c i t y  o f  news was because 
l i t t l e  or no g o l f  was p layed  a f t e r  t h e  outbreak o f  t he  Boer War i n  
October 1899. Many o f  t he  members were i n  t h e  Volunteer  Force - 
and f o r  them, p l a y i n g  g o l f  became t h e  l e a s t  o f  t h e i r  p r i o r i t i e s .  
Only two years e a r l i e r ,  t h e  coun t ry  had been c e l e b r a t i n g  Queen 
V i c t o r i a ' s  Diamond J u b i l e e  w i th  f i t t i n g  pomp and ceremony. Banbury, 
f o r  example, had a J u b i l e e  C e l e b r a t i o n  committee wi th  Wm. Edwards 
as i t s  chairman and Fred G .  Day and O l i v e r  J. S tock ton  i t s  j o i n t  
sec re ta r ies .  Some f i v e  weeks b e f o r e  t h e  event, t he  Committee 
announced 2,300 persons had a l ready  a p p l i e d  t o  p a r t a k e  o f  t h e  "DINE 
OR TAKE T E A "  on the  21st  June. 
With the  outbreak o f  war, a p a t r i o t i c  f e r v o u r  swept t h e  coun t ry .  
A good i l l u s t r a t i o n  o f  t h i s  fe rvou r  and how i t  would a f f e c t  those 
se rv ing  w i t h  the  Volunteers i s  shown by the  reminiscences o f  a 
Mrs E l s i e  W i l l i a m i s , b o r n  i n  1891, the daughter o f  t he  postmaster o f  
V i c t o r i a n  Hay-on-Wye, now famous for i t s  second-hand bookshops: 

"And t h e  Volunteers,  o f  course. They sent  a c o n t i n a e n t  t o  
the  Boer War, f i v e  I t h i n k  i t  was; and I d i s t i n c t l y  
remember them marching down Broad S t r e e t ,  w i t h  the WHOLE 
TOWN e s c o r t i n g  them o f f .  F i v e  Volunteers,  w i th  Hay Town 
Band i n  t h e i r  r e d  c o a t s  b low ing  away i n  f r o n t  o f  them: one 
o f  them d i e d  i n  A f r i c a ,  b u t  the r e s t  a l l  came back." 

"0 i t ' s  Tommy t h i s ,  an '  Tommy t h a t ,  an '  
'Tommy go away'; But  i t ' s  I Thank you, 
M i s t e r  A t k i n s , '  when the  band beg ins  t o  
p l a y  - " 3  

From t h i s  source we l e a r n  t h a t  i n  1898 Banbury had two g o l f  

[Shades o f  K i p l i n g ' s  

A t  t h i s  s tage I shou ld  perhaps g i v e  my reasons as t o  why I have 
d e a l t  a t  some l e n g t h  on the  s t a t e  o f  t he  coun t ry  and on the  
Volunteers. 
1. 
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I f  i t  had n o t  been f o r  t he  Boer War, Overthorpe might  so 
have e s t a b l i s h e d  i t s e l f  t h a t  t he  move t o  B r e t c h  and subsequently 
t o  Tadmarton Heath would n o t  have t a k e n  p lace .  I n  the  same 
way, t he  1914-1918 war brought  g o l f  a t  B r e t c h  t o  a h a l t  w i t h  
the r e s u l t  t h a t ,  i n  1919, the  Club had n o t  o n l y  t o  make what 
v i r t u a l l y  amounted t o  a f r e s h  s t a r t  i n  l i f e ,  b u t  i t  had t o  
r a i s e  funds a t  a t ime  when t h e  c o u n t r y  was f a c i n g  massive 
s o c i a l  and economic difficulties . Th is  meant the  Banbury 
& D i s t r i c t  G o l f  Club Syndicate,  which was formed t o  bu 
farm, Tadmarton Heath, had l i t t l e  o p t i o n  b u t  t o  r a i s e  Funds by 
way o f  share or r i s k  c a p i t a l , t h u s  

Holywel] 

becoming a P r o p r i e t a r y  Club, 



a Club owned by shareholders,  as opposed t o  i s s u i n g  debentures 
and/or loans and so remain ing under the  c o n t r o l  o f  i t s  members. 
I n  f a c t ,  i t  was t o  be 1937 b e f o r e  the  Company was ab le  t o  dec la re  
i t s  f i r s t  d i v i d e n d .  
When t h e  Club moved from Bre tch ,  i t s  name was changed t o  Tadmar- 
t o n  Heath. 
n o t  1994. Whether t h i s  m a t t e r s  i s  a debatable p o i n t ,  b u t  Jus t  
as the  L i g h t  I n f a n t r y  T e r r i t o r i a l  B a t t a l i o n s  acknowledge t h e i r  
t i e s  w i t h  t h e  Volunteer  Movement by i n c l u d i n g  i n  t h e i r  l e t t e r  
heading "The L i g h t  I n f a n t r y  (Vo lun tee rs ) " ,  so c o u l d  Tadmarton 
Heath, i f  they so wish, acknowledge t h e i r  t i e s  w i th  t h e  founding 
f a t h e r s  o f  1894 by  adding t o  t h e i r  notepaper " ( O r i g i n a l l y  t he  
Banbury and D i s t r i c t  G o l f  Club, I n s t i t u t e d  i n  1894)". The 
Royal and Anc ien t  c o n f i r m  i t  would be i n  o rde r  t o  do t h i s ,  as 
funds i n v e s t e d  i n  1919 by the Banbury Club were made over t o  
the  new Tadmarton Heath Company. 

2. 
I t s  centenary t h e r e f o r e  f a l l s  i n  t h e  year 2022, and 

As a mat te r  o f  i n t e r e s t ,  t he re  a re  more than  50 Clubs i n  the U.K., 
i n c l u d i n g  Chipping Nor ton,  reach ing  t h e i r  100th b i r t h d a y  t h i s  year, 
t he  1880s be ing  t h e  decade the  game spread i n  earnest .  
Re tu rn ing  t o  t h e  a f f a i r s  o f  t he  Banbury G o l f  Club, one i s  faced w i th  
v a r i o u s  quest ions.  Whi le  i t  seems reasonable t o  assume t h a t  the 
move from Bod ico te  was made because p a r t  o f  t he  course was a t  t imes 
water logged a f t e r  r a i n ,  why, a t  t h e  end o f  t h e  war, was the d e c i s i o n  
made t o  leave Overthorpe?. And why d i d  t h e  Club dec ide t o  move t o  
B re tch ,  i t s  t h i r d  course w i t h i n  the  space o f  t e n  years - a move which 
we, w i th  our foreknowledge o f  t he  f u t u r e ,  can see was doomed t o  f a i l ?  
I n  the  absence o f  w r i t t e n  or o r a l  evidence, one can on ly  speculate,  
as T . S .  E l i o t  m igh t  have s a i d ,  i n  a w o r l d  o f  what might  have been. 
I f  f o r  i ns tance  t h e  Club had s tayed  a t  Overthorpe and had g r a d u a l l y  
improved i t s  f a c i l i t i e s  over t h e  years,  buy ing  l a n d  a t  t he  give-away 
p r i c e s  then  r u l i n g  so t h a t  t he  course cou ld  become one o f  18 ho les  - 
i f  these t h i n g s  had happened, the  g o l f  course would probably  s t i l l  
have been a t  Overthorpe, motorway no tw i ths tand ing .  N o r t h  Oxford, 
now surrounded on a l l  s i d e s  by dua l  carr iageways, have, so f a r  as I 
know, no a l t e r n a t i v e  b u t  t o  s t a y  where they are.  
These a re  n o t ,  I l i k e  t o  t h i n k ,  i d l e  imagin ings.  I n  1919, when 
b i c y c l i n g  around the  c o u n t r y s i d e  sea rch ing  fo r  an 18 h o l e  course t o  
take  the  p l a c e  o f  B re tch ,  Dr. C l i v e  G a r d i n e r - H i l l ,  a pa r tne r  i n  the  
Horse F a i r  surgery,  and E r i c  Cross ley o f  Tadmarton Heights  gave 
s e r i o u s  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  t o  moving back t o  Overthorpe. However, when 
Farmer G r i f f i n  l a i d  down two c o n d i t i o n s  - t h a t  sheep must con t inue  
t o  graze t h e  l a n d  and t h a t  no bunkers c o u l d  be cons t ruc ted  - the  
good doc to r ,  a former Cap ta in  o f  Cambridge U n i v e r s i t y ,  used t o  
p l a y i n g  on some o f  t h e  most famous l i n k s  i n  t h e  coun t ry ,  n o t  s u r p r i s -  
i n g l y  c a l l e d  o f f  t he  n e g o t i a t i o n s  and pursued h i s  search elsewhere, 
e v e n t u a l l y  f i n d i n g  t h e  p e r f e c t  s i t e  f o r  a g o l f  course, Tadmarton 
Heath. 
I can o f f e r  no more than  t h e o r i e s  as t o  why the  move was made. The 
b e t t e r  t o  do t h i s ,  I have t r i e d  t o  t r a n s p o r t  myse l f  back through t ime 
and imagine I am a g o l f e r  l i v i n g  i n  t h e  Banbury o f  those days - a 
Banbury w i t h o u t  c a r s  - where t h e  r a i l w a y s  were o f  such lmportance 
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t ha t  each week the  Banbury Guardian devoted a f u l l  page t o  t h e i r  
t ime t a b l e s .  A Banbury where most o f  t he  g o l f e r s  l i v e d  t h e  f a r  
s ide  o f  t he  Cross; West Bar, South Bar, Oxford Road - i n  v i l l a g e s  
such as Adderbury and Bod ico te ,  thus needing a b i c y c l e  o r  pony and 
t rap  t o  reach Overthorpe. 
To g o l f e r s  o f  today who enjoy the  b e n e f i t s  o f  a comfo r tab le  w e l l -  
furn ished clubhouse w i t h  good c a t e r i n g  f a c i l i t i e s  - a p l a c e  where 
you can meet f r i e n d s  and j o i n  i n  s o c i a l  a c t i v i t i e s ,  Overthorpe would 
haveseemed q u i t e  unacceptable. A wooden b u i l d i n g  w i t h o u t  h e a t i n g  or 
running water ,  used ma in l y  f o r  changing your c l o t h e s  o r  s h e l t e r i n g  
from the  r a i n .  Many g o l f e r s  would have s t a r t e d  and f i n i s h e d  the i r  
round a t  Nethercote t o  avo id  an unnecessary c l i m b  up the h i l l  lead-  
i n g  t o  the  clubhouse. I n  c o n t r a s t  t o  t o d a y ' s  courses which a r e  fed, 
watered and g e n e r a l l y  pampered throughout  the  year, l i t t l e  would 
have been done t o  change Overthorpe f rom i t s  p a s t o r a l  s e t t i n g  o f  
hedges and g r a z i n g  sheep. I n  the  e a r l y  days o f  g o l f ,  even a t  
Prestwick where the  Open Championship was p layed  on a t h r e e  year 
ro ta ,  t he  grass c o u l d  be l o n g  and unkempt; j u s t  o f f  the green the 
b a l l  was q u i t e  capable o f  l o s i n g  i t s e l f  and W i l l i e  F e r n i e  once 
complained ( d u r i n g  an Open Championship t o o ! )  t h a t  he had l o s t  h i s  
b a l l  tw i ce  on the  p u t t i n g  green. 
Although i n f l a t i o n  over  the  years makes i t  v i r t u a l l y  imposs ib le  t o  
compare monetary va lues,  i t  i s  an i n d i c a t i o n  o f  how l i t t l e  was 
spent by Clubs, such as Banbury, on f i x e d  asse ts  and runn ing  cos ts  
when one l e a r n s  t h a t  Chipping Norton, i n  i t s  f i r s t  year o f  1890, 
could make ends meet w i th  an annual s u b s c r i p t i o n  o f  o n l y  10/- (50p) 
and no ent rance fee.  
The p o i n t  I wish t o  make i s  t h a t ,  because u f  the  war w i th  few i f  
any members p l a y i n g ,  t he  clubhouse and cou rse  were i n  such a 
p r i m i t i v e  s t a t e  t h a t  members would have been i n d i f f e r e n t  as t o  
whether o r  n o t  the  Club s tayed a t  Overthorpe. When, the re fo re ,  the 
insurance b roke r ,  J.W. P r e s c o t t ,  p u t  f o rward  a p roposa l  t h a t  t h e  
Club should move t o  Bretch,  t h e r e  was no o p p o s i t i o n  a p a r t  from 
members who l i v e d  the Overthorpe s i d e  o f  Banbury, some o f  whom 
cont inued t o  p l a y  g o l f  t h e r e  a f t e r  t h e  move, jus t  as had been t h e  case 
a t  Bodicote. 
Bretch had one g r e a t  advantage. I t  was w i t h i n  wa lk ing  d i s t a n c e  o f  
the Cross - and a p leasan t  walk t o o  i n  t h e  days when t h e r e  were on ly  
a handful o f  houses beyond t h e  t o p  o f  C o n s t i t u t i o n  H i l l ,  w i t h  f i e l d  
paths l e a d i n g  t o  N o r t h  Newington and Wroxton. The farmer, Tom 
Hankinson, r e c a l l e d  how when he was a c h i l d  l i v i n g  i n  West Bar, h i s  
nanny on Sundays used t o  take  him f o r  walks over  t h e  g o l f  course. 
Mrs Cladys Walker remembers how she and M r s  Ka th  Hunt, when c h i l d r e n ,  
used t o  f i s h  f o r  t adpo les  - and f o r  g o l f  b a l l s  - i n  a pond by t h e  
second green. 
One could, o f  course, p u t  forward o t h e r  t h e o r i e s  as t o  why a move 
was made. Perhaps t h e r e  had been rumb l ings  o f  d i s c o n t e n t  from t h e  
l ad ies .  Why, they asked, should our s i s t e r s  a t  Chipping Nor ton have 
been welcomed w i t h  open arms a t  t h a t  Club w h i l e  we a t  Banbury, a f t e r  
t en  years, a r e  s t i l l  w a i t i n g  f o r  admission? 
I t  may be the  men shared the  o p i n i o n  o f  a c e r t a i n  L o r d  Wellwood, who 



i n  the  Badminton e d i t i o n  o f  G o l f ,  1890, i s  quoted as say ing "If they 
choose t o  p l a y  when t h e  male g o l f e r s  a r e  feeding o r  r e s t i n g ,  no one 
can o b j e c t .  But a t  o t h e r  t imes - must we say i t 7  - they a re  i n  the 
way. " 
Whatever the men's v iew on l a d i e s  p l a y i n g  g o l f  a t  Dverthorpe, t h e r e  
was an insurmountable o b s t a c l e  - t h e  clubhouse had o n l y  one chang- 
i n g  room. Now, even i n  t o d a y ' s  en l i gh tened  a t t i t u d e  a t  ladmarton 
Heath on sex e q u a l i t y ,  you would be su re  t o  f i n d  some d iehards who 
would o b j e c t  t o  a communal changing room. How much more so would 
have been the  case i n  Cdwardian t imes  when dresses were designed t o  
cover  as much as p o s s i b l e  o f  t he  female frame. I t  t h e r e f o r e  fo l l ow-  
ed t h a t ,  i n  o rde r  t o  f a l l  i n  w i t h  the  wishes o f  the l a d i e s ,  the Club 
had t o  l ook  round f o r  an a l t e r n a t i v e  s i t e  which would a l l o w  chang- 
i n g  rooms f o r  b o t h  sexes. 
Whatever the reasons, t he  i n d i s p u t a b l e  f a c t  i s  t h a t  the members 
decided t o  l eave  Overthorpe. The Banbury Guardian i n  i t s  issue 
24 th  March 1904 t e r s e l y  r e p o r t s  " A t  a meeting o f  t he  G o l f  Club on 
Monday evening, i t  was decided t o  wind up the concern owing t o  l a c k  
o f  suppor t " .  
A l though the  r e p o r t  does n o t  say so, p lans  t o  move t o  B re tch  must 
a l ready  have been i n  an advanced s t a t e ,  as t e n  weeks l a t e r  the 
Banbury Cuardian 2nd June p u b l i s h e d  an a r t i c l e  headed: 

Format ion o f  a new Gol fClub 
" I t  w i l l  be g r a t i f y i n g  t o  g o l f e r s  i n  t h i s  neighbourhood 
t o  hear t h a t  a new c l u b  i s  i n  course o f  format ion,  and 
j u d g i n g  by the  p rog ress  a l r e a d y  made, the  venture b i d s  
f a i r  t o  success. An i n a u g u r a l  meeting was h e l d  a t  the 
White L i o n  t loLel on Thursday n i g h t ,  when the  va r ious  
0 f f i ce r . s  were e l e c t e d  and o t h e r  bus iness t ransacted.  
The l i n k s  a r e  t o  he on t h e  B r e t c h  e s t a t e  ahout a m i l e  
from Banbury on l a n d  tenanted by M r .  J.1. M i l l e r ,  
M r  A.J. Hobley and M r .  G .  Busby. ILord Algernon Gordon- 
Lennox has been e l e c t e d  p r e s i d e n t ,  w i t h  M r .  A l b e r t  
Brassey, M.P., V iscount  V i l l i e r s ,  M r .  F . F i t z g e r a l d ,  and 
M r .  J.F. Starkey as v i c e - p r e s i d e n t s .  M r .  J.W. Presco t t  
has been appo in ted  honorary s e c r e t a r y  and Mr. Webb- 
Bowen honorary t r e a s u r e r ,  and a committee o f  s i x  c o n s i s t s  
o f  Messrs. E.W. Barrows, J.A. Maxwell, A . T .  Johns, 
D. P e l l a t t ,  A.B. Davison and Rev. B.W. B rad fo rd .  We 
wish the  new ven tu re  every success. We understand t h a t  
a t  p resen t  t he  c l u b  can count  upon a membership o f  about 
25."  

Regarding t h e  v a r i o u s  o f f i c e r s  e lec ted ,  t he  P res iden t ,  Lord Algernori 
Gordon-Lennox, was b o r n  i n  1847. He was the second son o f  t he  fou r  
sons o f  the s i x t h  Duke o f  Richmond. A f t e r  Eton, he spent two years 
i n  the  Navy, f o l l o w i n g  which he t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  the  Grenadier Guards 
w i t h  whom he served i n  the  Egypt iancampaign o f  1882. I n  the f o l l o w -  
i n g  year he became A.D.C. t o  the  Duke o f  Cambridge, Commander - in-  
Ch ie f ,  a p o s i t i o n  he was t o  h o l d  f o r  twe lve  years. 
Lo rd  Algernon d i e d  i n  1921. The Times o b i t u a r y  speaks o f  h i m  as 
one "whose p o p u l a r i t y  i t  would be d i f f i c u l t  t o  overest imate.  



Everyone he met f e l l  under t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  h i s  charming 
i t y ,  and i t  may be doubted whether he had an enemy. From boyhood 
he was an e x c e l l e n t  r i d e r ,  he was a f isherman o f  more than  average 
s k i l l ,  ( a  poo l  on t h e  R ive r  Spey i s  named a f t e r  h im) and he was 
extremely fond o f  yacht  r a c i n g .  A t  Goodwood, t h e  g l o r i e s  o f  which 
were f i r m l y  mainta ined by h i s  f a t h e r ,  he was f o r  years a constant  
f i g u r e .  But he w i l l  be remembered b e s t  o f  a l l  f o r  h i s  r e a l  k i n d -  
l i n e s s  o f  h e a r t ,  which gave s p e c i a l  v a l u e  t o  h i s .ma tu ra1  and 
uner r i ng  t a c t .  A soc iab le ,  f r i e n d l y  man, who always thought t h e  
best o f  every one, he was n o t  c o n t e n t  t o  l i v e  an i d l e  l i f e ,  but 
gave o f  h i s  bes t  i n  every p o s i t i o n  t o  which he was c a l l e d . "  
Through an i n t r o d u c t i o n  by Lady Saye and Sele, I was i n v i t e d  by 
a Mrs. J u l i a n  Vinogradoff t o  tea  a t  t h e  M o r r e l l  f a m i l y  house i n  
Broughton, a t  one t ime  r e n t e d  from the  M o r r e l l s  by a former Banbury 
M.P., N e i l  Marten. Mrs. V inogradof f ,  who d i e d  e a r l i e r  t h i s  year, 
was the o n l y  s u r v i v i n g  c h i l d  o f  P h i l i p  and Lady O t t o l i n e  M o r r e l l  
o f  Gars ington Manor, near  Oxford.  Her f a t h e r  was a member o f  t h e  
M o r r e l l  brewing dynasty and an M.P. f o r  South Ox fo rdsh i re .  Her 
mother, Lady O t t o l i n e ,  was one o f  t h e  most f lamboyant and famous 
l i t e r a r y  hostesses o f  t he  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y .  
As Lady O t t o l i n e  was t h e  h a l f  s i s t e r  o f  t h e  Duke o f  P o r t l a n d  who, 
i n  1915, had mar r i ed  L o r d  A lge rnon ' s  daughter ,  I v y ,  Mrs. V inog rado f f  
was as can be imagined a r i c h  mine o f  i n f o r m a t i o n .  She k i n d l y  
al lowed me t o  read a charming l e t t e r  w r i t t e n  t o  h e r  some years ago 
by the Duchess o f  Po r t l and ;  she t o l d  me o f  t he  c o n t i n u i n g  kindness 
she had rece ived  a t  t he  hands o f  t h e  Duchess's daughter ,  Lady Anne 
Bentinck o f  Welbeck Woodhouse. I t  i s  o f  i n t e r e s t  t h a t  Lady Anne i s  
n f r i e n d  o f  Lo rd  and Lady Saye, o c c a s i o n a l l y  v i s i t i n g  Broughton 
Cast le  where her grandparents  once l i v e d  and where her  mother spent 
her ch i ldhood.  
As an a v i d  reader o f  books from my you th  up, I had the  g r e a t e s t  of 
pleasure i n  be ing  shown, w i t h  a r u n n i n g  commentary, photograph 
albums o f  p o l i t i c a l  and l i t e r a r y  c e l e b r i t i e s  who were guests  o f  
Mrs. V ' s  mother a t  Gars ing ton  Manor - c e l e b r i t i e s  such as L y t t o n  
Strachey, V i r g i n i a  Woolf and the  Bloomsbury s e t  - Ber t rand  Russe l l ,  
T .S.  E l i o t ,  W.B. Yeats, Henry James, D.H, Lawrence, Aldous Huxley. 
O f  these v i s i t o r s ,  Mrs. V ' s  f v o u r i t e  was the  poe t ,  S i e g f r i e d  
Sassoon. 
Mrs. Vinogrado f f  t o l d  me i t  was sheer chance t h e  Gordon-Lennox 
family came, i n  Queen V i c t o r i a ' s  Diamond J u b i l e e  year, 1897, t o  l i v e  
i n  Broughton. Lady Algy ( s i c )  was l i v i n g  i n  a f l a t  i n  London recov- 
e r i n g  from i n f l u e n z a ,  when she read t h a t  a d e l i g h t f u l  c a s t l e  a t  
Broughton was t o  l e t ,  whereupon L o r d  and Lady Algernon more or less 
derided t h e r e  and then t o  move t o  Broughton C a s t l e  where they were 
t o  stay f o r  s i x t e e n  years.  I t  c o u l d  be t h a t  Lady Algernon was t o  
an extent  i n f l u e n c e d  by t h e  f a c t  t h a t  h e r  s i s t e r ,  Daisy, Countess 
o f  Warwirk, l i v e d  on ly  some twenty m i l e s  away. 
IJp t o  the outbreak o f  t h e  1914 war, the s o c i a l  o rde r  was such t h a t  
the Baribury Guardian gave e x t e n s i v e  coverage o f  t h e  comings and goings 
o f  the a r i s t o c r a c y  and the  landed g e n t r y .  
rhosen from 190h, the  year L o r d  Algernon became the  C lub ' s  P res iden t ,  
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gave an i n d i c a t i o n  o f  how Lady Algernon h e r s e l f  en te red  i n t o  the  
s o c i a l  l i f e  o f  t h e  neighbourhood. 

14 th  January 1904 
The Bystander o f  yesterday (Wednesday) says:- 
"Among lady  gardeners, Lady Algernon Gordon-Lennox, who has 
r e c e n t l y  r e t u r n e d  from America, i s  one o f  t h e  most ce lebrated.  
A l l  her  gardens a t  Broughton C a s t l e  have been l a i d  out  from 
he r  own designs, and her  rose garden and her  w e l l  known s u n d i a l  
a re  un ique i n  t h e i r  way. 
I vy ,  who promises t o  r i v a l  even her  mother i n  the  way o f  good 
looks.  
maids on t h e - n i n e t e e n t h - o f  t he  month, and i s  t o  be presented a t  
one o f  t he  e a r l y  Cour ts  t h i s  season". 
(Lady M a r j o r i e  was t h e  daughter o f  t h e  E a r l  and Countess o f  
Warwick and m a r r i e d  Viscount  Helmslev) .  

Lady Algernon has one daughter, c a l l e d  

She i s  t o  be one o f  Lady M a r j o r i e  G r e v i l l e ' s  b r i d e s -  

4 t h  August 1904 
"The Lennox Cup" H o r t i c u l t u r a l  Compet i t ion 

Tysoe's V i c t o r y  a t  Warwick 
Wholesale D i s o u a l i f i c a t i o n s  

"The b e a u t i f u l  grounds o f  Warwick C a s t l e  made a f i t t i n g  
scene for t h e  i n t e r - c o u n t y  c o m p e t i t i o n  which took p lace 
t h e r e  on Bank Ho l i day  f o r  t he  possess ion o f  t he  'Lennox 
Challenge Cup', t h e  s p l e n d i d  s i l v e r  t rophy  o f  t he  value 
o f  f i f t y  guineas, which Lady Algernon Gordon-Lennox o f f e r s  
t o  the  H o r t i c u l t u r a l  S o c i e t i e s  o f  Ox fo rdsh i re ,  Northamp- 
t o n s h i r e  and Warwickshire...  ." 
"Lord and Lady Algernon Gordon-Lennox and Miss I v y  Lennox 
were e a r l y  on t h e  show ground ...I' 
" I t  was pas t  f o u r  o ' c l o c k  b e f o r e  t h e  judges had completed 
t h e i r  task.  Then the  w a i t i n g  crowd rushed i n t o  the marquee, 
and l o u d  cheers were r a i s e d  by t h e  v i s i t o r s  from Tysoe when 
they found t h a t  f o r  t h e  second t ime  t h e  H o r t i c u l t u r a l  Soc ie ty  
from t h a t  v i l l a g e  had succeeded i n  c a r r y i n g  o f f  t he  coveted 
t rophy  . " 
"Much d isappointment  was caused by t h e  d i scove ry  t h a t  t he  
Grimsbury, Banbury and N e i t h r o p  A l l o tmen t  and H o r t i c u l t u r a l  
Soc ie ty  had been d i s q u a l i f i e d ,  because t o  quote the  o f f i c i a l  
n o t i f i c a t i o n  - t h e r e  were ' two  d i shes  o f  potatoes,  same 
v a r i e t y  ' . " 

[The t h r e e  gardens, Broughton Cas t le ,  Gars ington Manor and Welheck 
Woodhouse, a r e  open t o  the  p u b l i c  under t h e  N a t i o n a l  Gardens Scheme.] 
An example o f  how t h i n g s  used t o  be a t  t h e  g r e a t  coun t ry  houses 
b e f o r e  t h e  Second World War i s  p r o v i d e d  by the  r e c o l l e c t i o n s  o f  Diana, 
Viscountess Gage; "Somebody asked Winnie, Duchess o f  Po r t l and ,  how 
many gardeners they had. She c o u l d n ' t  remember. She sent f o r  t h e  
head gardener. He had t o  send f o r  someone else." 
The o l d  e s t a b l i s h e d  Banbury photographers, B l i nkho rns ,  have an 
e x c e l l e n t  photograph taken i n  1901 o f  a house p a r t y  a t  Broughton 
Cas t le .  The photograph i n c l u d e s  K i n g  Edward V I I ,  Lo rd  and Lady 
Algernon Gorden-Lennox w i t h  t h e i r  daughter I v y  and the  E a r l  and 
Countess o f  Warwick. 
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House Par t y  a t  Broughton C a s t l e  1901 (Photo B l i n k h o r n s )  
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Other o f f i c e r s  e l e c t e d  were: 
A l b e r t  Brassey was t h e  M.P. f o r  Nor th  Ox fo rdsh i re .  
Heythrop Park, now occupied by the N a t i o n a l  Westminster Bank. 
V iscount  V i l l i e r s  was the  son o f  t he  7 t h  E a r l  o f  Jersey o f  Middle-  
t o n  Park, M idd le ton  Stoney. 
o f  h i s  f a t h e r  i n  1915. 
The V i s c o u n t ' s  b r o t h e r ,  t he  Hon. A.G.C.  V i l l i e r s ,  served wi th  the  
Ox fo rdsh i re  Yeomanry i n  France i n  World War 1 (despatches), 0.5.0. 
1917 and ba r  1918. 
I n  1938, the  V i s c o u n t ' s  son,the 9 t h  E a r l ,  had a l u x u r i o u s  mansion 
b u i l t  a t  M idd le ton  Park. Accord ing t o  Sherwood & Pevsner, ( B u i l d -  
i n g s  o f  England), t h i s  was probably  t h e  l a s t  g r e a t  country  house 
t o  be b u i l t  i n  England. 
Lu t yens. 
F r a n c i s  F i t z g e r a l d ,  who l i v e d  a t  Wroxton, was a b a r r i s t e r .  He 
m a r r i e d  the  e l d e s t  daughter o f  Lo rd  N o r t h  o f  Wroxton Abbey. A 
d i r e c t o r  o f  Tadmarton Heath. 
J.H. Starkey l i v e d  a t  Radway Grange. I n  World War 1 he served as 
a Colonel  i n  the  R i f l e  Br igade.  He and h i s  son, Pe te r ,  were b o t h  
d i r e c t o r s  o f  ladmarton Heath. H i s  f a t h e r ,  J.F.  (S ta rkey ) ,  l . i ved  a t  

Bod ico te  House, now t h e  headquar ters  o f  Cherwel l  D i s t r i c t  Counci l .  
Perhaps b o t h  J.F. and h i s  son p layed  g o l f  a t  Bod ico te  

He l i v e d  a t  

He became t h e  8 t h  E a r l  on the death 

The a r c h i t e c t s  were S i r  Edwin and Robert 

J.W. P r e s c o t t  was an insurance b roke r .  S t i l l  a f a m i l y  business, i t  
r e c e n t l y  c e l e b r a t e d  i t s  centenary under the management o f  h i s  grand- 
son, P a t r i c k .  
T . I .  Webb-Bowen was manager o f  t he  L loyds  Bank branch i n  the  High 
S t r e e t .  O r i g i n a l l y  known as 'The Old Bank' i t  had been founded 
by Timothy Cobb i n  t h e  year 1783. I n  1825, one o f  T imothy 's  sons, 
George, b u i l t  a l odge  a t  Wigginton Heath crossroads, i n t e n d i n g  a t  a 
l a t e r  date t o  b u i l d  a mansion ( s i c )  f o r  h i s  own occupation. I n  t h e  
same year, George p l a n t e d  the t r e e s  which have grown i n t o  a s i z a b l e  
spinney, s t i l l  known by the  o l d e r  v i l l a g e r s  i n  Wiggington as ' t h e  
p l a n t a t i o n ' .  Most members would probably  agree t h a t  the s i g h t  o f  
these t rees ,  i n  a l l  seasons o f  t he  year, g r e a t l y  adds t o  the  p leasu re  
o f  p l a y i n g  g o l f  a t  Tadmarton Heath. 
On the  Bank 's  s t a f f  o f  1904 was Wal ter  Page, l a t e r  t o  be a d i r e c t o r  
and honorary t r e a s u r e r  o f  Tadmarton Heath. He caddied f o r  Roger 
Wethered a t  t he  opening e x h i b i t i o n  match i n  October 1922. Oan 
P e l l a t t ' s  b r o t h e r ,  Frank, caddied f o r  C y r i l  T o l l e y .  A photograph 
o f  the fou r  men i s  on  d i s p l a y  i n  the  clubhouse. 
Rev. B.W. B r a d f o r d  was t h e r e c t o r  o f  Broughton. Severa l  Committee 
meetings o f  t h e  Syndicate were h e l d  a t  the r e c t o r y .  The t i t l e  deeds 
o f  t he  B r e t c h  clubhouse p r o p e r t y  show t h a t  t he  r e c t o r  was e i t h e r  
t h e  owner o r  a t r u s t e e  f o r  members o f  t he  B r a d f o r d  f a m i l y  when the 
p r o p e r t y  was s o l d  t o  Henry Busby i n  1919. 
H is  b r o t h e r ,  C y r i l  Char les  B rad fo rd ,  who l i v e d  a t  t he  Rookery 
bu ry ,  was chairman o f  t h e  Syndicate formed t o  purchase Holywe 
The b r o t h e r s  were two o f  t he  l a r g e s t  subsc r ibe rs  o f  shares i n  
company. I n  1989, C.C.'s grandson, Major C.R.W. Bradford,  CO 
Guards, a t tended a General Meet ing h e l d  a t  t h e  Clubhouse. 

Adder- 
1 Farm. 
the  new 
dstream 
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Map showing the s i t e  o f  Golf Course on t h e  Broughton Road 
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Ur. A.T. Johns was a member o f  
l a t e r  t o  be j o i n e d  by Dr. C l i v e  
o f  Tadmarton Heath. 
D a n i e l  P e l l a t t  was a s o l i c i t o r  
A pen p o r t r a i t  was g i v e n  i n  the 

he Horse F a i r  surgery p a r t n e r s h i p  
( P e t e r )  C a r d i n e r - H i l l .  A d i r e c t o r  

n p a r t n e r s h i p  w i t h  h i s  b r o t h e r  Frank. 
e a r l i e r  a r t i c l e .  A d i r e c t o r  o f  

ladmarton Heath. 
No doubt thanks aga in  t o  the  e n e r g e t i c  Mr. P r e s c o t t ,  t he  Banbury 
Guardian 1s t  September 1904 in forms us: 

"The new g o l f  l i n k s  on t h e  Broughton Road a r e  now ready 
f o r  p l a y .  We shou ld  imagine t h a t  t he  l i n k s  w i l l  be some- 
what e x t e n s i v e l y  p a t r o n i s e d  by g o l f e r s  i n  t h i s  neighbourhood, 
and t h e  charming s i t u a t i o n  ought t o  a t t r a c t  o t h e r s  who have 
n o t  y e t  t aken  t o  t h e  game. A f e a t u r e  o f  these l i n k s  i s  t h a t  
by t h e  s u i t a b l e  fo rma t ion  o f  t h e  ground, members w i l l  be a b l e  
t o  p l a y  a l l  t he  year round. A p r o f e s s i o n a l  g o l f e r  from Oxford 
has been e n t r u s t e d  w i t h  l a y i n g  them ou t  and he has been most 
success fu l  i n  h i s  under tak ing .  The c l u b  room i s  on l y  a modest 
a f f a i r ,  but t h i s  c o u l d  be improved upon shou ld  the  f i nances  
warrent  i t ,  as i t  i s  hoped they w i l l ,  because a convenient  c l u b  
house goes a l o n g  way towards p o p u l a r i s i n g  a c l u b  o f  t h i s  
cha rac te r . "  

The f o l l o w i n g  autumn t h e  Banbury Guardian p u b l i s h e d  an a r t i c l e  by 
Cantab: 

G o l f  i n  Banbury 
"When a r e  t h e  c i t i z e n s  o f  Banbury go ing t o  'wake u p '  and 
t o  r e a l i s e  t h a t  they have a charming g o l f  course w i t h i n  
easy reach o f  t h e  town? Just p a s t  t h e  f i r s t  m i les tone  on 
the  Broughton Road the ent rance t o  t h e  l i n k s  i s  reached. 
Turn ing t o  the  r i g h t  up a f i e l d ,  we f i n d  ou rse l ves  a t  t he  
f i r s t  t ee  near  t h e  humble c o t t a g e  and ba rn  which f o r  t he  
p resen t  i s  t h e  headquar ters  o f  the Banbury and D i s t r i c t  
Go1 f Club . 
The budding g o l f e r  i s  somewhat daunted by d i s c o v e r i n g  t h a t  
h i s  f i r s t  d r i v e ,  from the  tee i n  the ho l l ow ,  w i l l  have t o  
c l e a r  a f o r b i d d i n g  l o o k i n g  hedge, across t h e  r i d g e  i n  
f r o n t ,  but th is  o b s t a c l e  overcome, he f i n d s  h i m s e l f  on 
some o f  t he  h i g h e s t  ground round Banbury, from which he 
has some e x q u i s i t e  views o f  t he  coun t ry  around Broughton 
and Tadmarton Heath, and on t h e  r i g h t  t h e  Wroxton Woods 
which were b u t  l a t e l y  i n  t h e i r  autumnal g l o r y .  The h o l e  
i s  250 yards. The second h o l e  i s  a s h o r t  s p o r t i n g  one o f  
about 112  yards, w i t h  t h e  green l y i n g  i n  a n a t u r a l  (Spoon- 
shaped) h o l l o w  near a pond. The t h i r d  l i e s  a long  the 
r i d g e  t h a t  s lopes  towards the  v i l l a g e  o f  N o r t h  Newington 
and i s  about 330 yards i n l e n g t h  - a good s t r a i g h t  d r i v e  
i s  very  d e s i r a b l e  here,  as t r o u b l e  l i e s  t o  the  r i g h t  and 
t h e  l e f t .  The 4 t h  h o l e  i s  128 yards, and the  d r i v e  from 
t h e  tee ing-ground i s  over  the  deep p i c t u r e s q u e  gorse-c lad 
r a v i n e  and t h e  f i e l d  p a t h  which runs t o  N o r t h  Newington. 
The green l i e s  on s l o p i n g  ground on the  o t h e r  s i d e  o f  a 
hedge which has a l s o  t o  be surmounted. Th is  i s  a 
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'sporting' hole, inasmuch as a 'foozled' drive will land 
the player into fearsome country - many a topped ball, 
'with a smile on its face', lies hidden among the whin 
bushes. The 5th hole (270 yards) takes the player along 
the sloping side of another ridge, at the end o f  which the 
green is reached. This is the furthest limit of the 
course. Turning towards the town again, the player faces 
the longest hole on the links ($20 yards). The second 
shot is a 'death o r  glory' one over a ruined wall with 
broken, moss covered stones on the other side - as 
satisfactory a hazard as the most exacting golfer would 
wish. The 7th is 245 yards and known as 'Spion Kop' it 
lies along the right side o f  the projection named, the 
turf is exceeding good, and the green is near Wythecombe 
Wood. The 8th is a shortish one of about 160 yards, and 
involves a drive over a tall hedge and past some high 
trees. The green is one of the best on the course. The 
9th and last is a kind of 'Scylla and Charybdis', 'Scylla 
being an arable field out of bounds, and 'Charybdis' the 
pond mentioned above. The hole is 275 yards. About 80 
yards from the tee in the direct line o f  the drive is a 
gate and a hedge, which has also to be cleared. The green 
- a good one - is near the hedge, which faces the club 
house. 
Such is a very brief sketch of the course which was laid 
out over a year ago by Sherlock, professional of the 
Oxford University Golf Club. 
great judgement. The greens are natural and are gradually 
getting into good order. The Committee have been 
fortunate in their choice of ground. It is near the town. 
As already stated, i t  stands high: the air is pure and 
bracing, and the views are magnificent. Though only a 
year has elapsed since the club took possession of the 
course, some notable improvements have been effected. The 
greens have been surrounded by post and rails, rendering 
them safe from the invasion o f  cattle. They are under the 
constant supervision of a capable groundsman. With a 
larger membership, further improvements - especially in 
the club house accommodation - could easily be carried 
out. The present membership consists o f  40 gentlemen and 
nine ladies. It is hoped that as the merits of the links 
become more widely known, the members will increase. 
Nowhere in theneighbourhood can golf be played at a more 
reasonable cost. The subscription f o r  gentlemen is two 
guineas per annum and that for ladies one guinea. There 
is no entrance fee. The caddies' charge is 3d. per round 
of nine holes. 
An inland course is an excellent training ground for 
beginners. So much has been written about golf as a 
physical and intellectual recreation that little needs to 
be said on this score. Its value lies in the fact that as 

He has done his work with 
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e x e r c i s e  i t  i s  a c a p i t a l  t o a i c  fo r  t h e  t i r e d  b r c i n  and 
body, demanding a c o n c e n t r a t i o n  o f  t h e  f a c u l t i e s  which f o r  
t h e  t ime  b e i n g  shu ts  o u t  a l l  o t h e r  mundane concerns; w h l l e  
i t  b r i n g s  o u t  some v a l u a b l e  mora l  q u a l i t i e s ,  among which 
p a t i e n c e  and d e t e r m i n a t i o n  a r e  perhaps t h e  c h i e f .  The 
P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  c l u b  i s  Lo rd  Algernon Gordon Lennox, 
w h i l e  i n  M r .  J.W. P r e s c o t t ,  o f  40 High  S t r e e t ,  t h e  c l u b  has 
an i n d e f a t i g a b l e  and e n t h u s i a s t i c  honorary s e c r e t a r y ,  t o  
whose e n t e r p r i s e  t h e  p resen t  c l u b  l a r g e l y  owes i t s  
ex i s tence .  We may add he w i l l  be g l a d  t o  furnish a l l  
i n f o r m a t i o n  t o  those - and we hope they w i l l  be many - who 
t h i n k  o f  j o i n i n g  t h e  c l u b  and i n d u l g i n g  i n  t h e  f a s c i n a t i o n s  
o f  t he  'Royal  Game'. 
s t a b l e  and covered shed a t  t h e  r e a r  o f  t h e  clubhouse, where 
p l a y e r s  may p l a c e  t h e i r  conveyances." 

We may s t a t e  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a good 

Thanks t o  Cantab 's  most i n f o r m a t i v e  and readable a r t i c l e ,  t h e r e  i s  
l i t t l e  d i f f i c u l t y  i n  s k e t c h i n g  ou t  a p l a n  o f  t h e  n i n e  ho les .  I n  
case anyone shou ld  wish t o  walk  over the  course,  i t  shou ld  be 
mentioned t h a t  t h e  pond by t h e  2nd green no l onger  e x i s t s .  
The appeal f o r  new members cannot have met w i th  much success as, 
when war broke o u t  t e n  years l a t e r ,  t h e r e  were s t i l l  o n l y  a modest 
54 male members. I n  c o n s i d e r i n g  these f i g u r e s  i t  has t o  be rememb- 
e r e d  t h a t  g o l f  was n o t  t h e  s p o r t  o f  t h e  masses as i t  i s  today.  I n  
many o f  t h e  E n g l i s h  Clubs, membership was l a r g e l y  t h e  p rese rve  o f  
Oxbridge s o c i e t y .  Even i n  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  C i t y  o f  Oxford, g o l f  had 
such l i m i t e d  appeal t h a t  F r i l f o r d  Heath and N o r t h  Oxford Clubs were 
n o t  i n s t i t u t e d  u n t i l  1908. 
N o t w i t s t a n d i n g  t h e i r  s m a l l  membership, Banbury engaged i n  f i x t u r e s  
w i t h  o t h e r  Clubs and, as p ress  r e p o r t s  show, n o t  w i t h o u t  some 
success. 

B.G. 6 t h  June 1907 Banbury Gulf Club v N o r t h  Berks 
"The weather on Saturday a f t e r n o o n  i n t e r f e r e d  somewhat 
w i th  t h e  meet ing o f  t he  above teams on t h e  Banbury course, 
a l t hough  o the rw ise  t h e  occasion was a very en joyab le  one. 
A r r i v i n g  a t  Banbury about 11 o ' c l o c k ,  t h e  v i s i t o r s  were 
met a t  t h e  s t a t i o n  by t h e  Banbury Secretary ,  Mr. J.W. 
P r e s c o t t ,  and they were conveyed t o  t h e  l i n k s  i n  a b rake  
s u p p l i e d  by M r .  J.W. B l o o m f i e l d  on the  Red L i o n  H o t e l ,  who 
a l s o  p r o v i d e d  luncheon i n  t h e  clubhouse. The r e s u l t  o f  
t h e  s i n g l e s ,  which were p layed  w i t h o u t  any c l i m a t i c  
i n t e r f e r e n c e  b e f o r e  luncheon, was a w i n  f o r  Banbury by  
f i v e  t o  t h r e e  w i th  one halved.  
Banbury was rep resen ted  by Lo rd  Algernon Gordon-Lennox, 
M r .  Hadland, Mr. Gi l l am,  Mr. Robertson, M r .  Hannay, M r .  J.W. 
P r e s c o t t ,  M r .  Stone, Mr. Webb-Bowen, M r .  Maxwell  and Mr. E.L. 
F i s h e r .  N o r t h  Berks a r r i v e d  two men s h o r t ,  t h e  i n t e n t i o n  
b e i n g  t o  p l a y  t e n  a s i d e ,  so Mr. Maxwell ac ted  as a sub- 
s t i t u t e  f o r  t h e  v i s i t o r s  which made t h e  two s i d e s  l e v e l .  
D u r i n g  luncheon, over  which Lo rd  Algernon Gordon-Lennox 
p res ided ,  a heavy s to rm passed over the  neighbourhood, and 
i t  was some t ime  b e f o r e  t h e  foursomes c o u l d  be commenced, 
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and these were e v e n t u a l l y  checked by a second heavy 
d o w n f a l l ,  though i t  shou ld  be s t a t e d  t h a t ,  as f a r  as t h e  
games had gone, they were i n  favour  o f  t h e  v i s i t o r s . "  
Oxford Jou rna l  I l l u s t r a t e d  Banbury G . C  v F r i l f o r d  Heath 

n r .  
b . C .  

9 t h  March 1910 
"The above photoaraohs were taken on Saturdav a t  F r i l f o r d  

- 
--- 
Heath, which was>thk scene o f  an i n t e r e s t i n g ' g o l f  match 
between t h e  home c l u b  and Banbury G o l f  Club. Twelve a- 
s i d e  took p a r t ,  t h e  v i s i t o r s  a r r i v i n g  by motor c a r  about 
loam. The weather was i d e a l  and t h e  l i n k s  i n  f i n e  
c o n d i t i o n .  Banbury were success fu l  b o t h  i n  t h e  s i n g l e s  
and t h e  foursomes; i n  t h e  former they won by seven matches 
t o  f i v e  and the  l a t t e r  by a marg in o f  two. About t h e  most 
i n t e r e s t i n g  encounter o f  t h e  s e r i e s ,  b o t h  i n  c loseness o f  
t h e  match and i n  the  q u a l i t y  o f  t h e  p l a y ,  was t h a t  by M r .  
A.W. Greatbatch ( F r i l f o r d )  and L o r d  N o r t h ' s  son (Banbury) 
who o n l y  won on the  l a s t  green." 

There a r e  f i v e  photographs; Mr. F i s h e r  (Banbury) d r i v i n g ;  M r .  T 
D i c k i n s o n  ( F r i l f o r d )  d r i v i n g ;  The r i v a l  s k i p p e r s  - Mr. P r e s c o t t  
(Banbury) w i t h o u t  cap, and M r .  D'Almaine ( F r i l f o r d )  wa tch ing  t h e  
r e s u l t  o f  t h e  l a t t e r ' s  p u t t ;  Dr. Macan ( F r i l f o r d )  d r i v i n g ;  M r .  
P r e s c o t t  (Banbury) p u t t i n g .  
[J.W. P r e s c o t t ' s  grandson, P a t r i c k ,  has most k i n d l y  p resen ted  t o  t h e  
c l u b  t h e  f a m i l y  copy o f  t h i s  newspaper r e p o r t ]  
No th ing  o f  any importance appears t o  have happened i n  t h e  yea rs  
l e a d i n g  up t o  W W 1 .  I t  is known t h a t  some bunkers were added t o  t h e  
course and doub t less  the  c i v i l i z i n g  i n f l u e n c e  o f  t h e  l a d i e s  would 
have l e d  t o  improvements i n  t h e  clubhouse and i t s  f a c i l i t i e s .  Bu t ,  
as t ime  went by, members must have been i n c r e a s i n g l y  aware t h a t  
t h e r e  had a r i s e n  "a l i t t l e  c loud  ou t  o f  t h e  sea, l i k e  a man's hand" 
- a l i t t l e  c l o u d  t h a t  was g r a d u a l l y  b u i l d i n g  up over  B r e t c h  i n t o  
ominous s torm c louds.  Bernard Darwin, i n  h i s  usua l  d e l i g h t f u l  way, 
e x p l a i n s  i n  h i s  book " B r i t i s h  G o l f "  t he  n a t u r e  o f  t h i s  happening. 

"Here a r e  two dates for every ea rnes t  s tuden t  t o  remember 
s i n c e  each marks the  beg inn ing  o f  an epoch. They a r e  1848 
and 1902. For u n t o b y e a r s  b e f o r e  1848 t h e  g o l f  b a l l  had 
been made o f  f e a t h e r s  t i g h t l y  s t u f f e d  i n t o  a l e a t h e r  cover .  
I n  1848 a new s t a r  arose t o  l i g h t e n  t h e  g o l f e r ' s  darkness, 
t h e  s t a r  o f  gut ta-percha.  
was doomed. 
That was unquest ionably  a r e v o l u t i o n  b u t  t h e r e  was a s t i l l  
g r e a t e r  one i n  1902, when t h e  g u t t y  was h u r l e d  from t h e  
th rone  ... by the  rubber-cored H a s k e l l  from America. Never 
was an over throw more sudden and complete and how q u l c k l y  
i t  came I may i l l u s t r a t e  by a m i l d  s t o r y  about myse l f .  I n  
May o f  1902 I was s e t t i n g  ou t  f o r  t h e  Amateur Championship 
a t  Hoylake when I met a f r i e n d  a t  Euston who s a i d ,  "Are you 
go ing  t o  p l a y  w i th  the  new American b a l l 7 "  and I had never 
heard o f  i t  and asked what i t  was. The f i n a l  o f  t h e  Open 
Championship was between two use rs  o f  t h e  H a s k e l l ,  and i t s  

From t h a t  moment t h e  f e a t h e r y  
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fame soon spread abroad. 
I n  t h e  f i r s t  few yea rs  o f  i t s  e x i s t e n c e  ..... t h e  b a l l  went 
f a r t h e r  b u t  n o t  enough t o  make f o o l s  o f  t h e  courses. I t  
was r a t h e r  when g o l f  began aga in  a f t e r  t h e  1914 war t h a t  
t h e  harm became apparent. The ba l l -makers  concen t ra ted  
more and more on one p o i n t ,  power; t h e  new s m a l l e r  and 
h e a v i e r  b a l l  they produced bo red  i t s  way t o o  e a s i l y  
through t h e  wind and went t o o  f a r .  More and more 
l eng then ing  (o f  g o l f  courses) ,  more and more space and so 

more and more money were wanted." 
As t h e  B r e t c h  course measured under 2,200 yards,  ave rag ing  o u t  a t  
240 yards a ho le ,  w i th  hedges and gates as hazards, p o s t  war g o l f e r s  
would have regarded i t  as a r e l i c  o f  t he  pas t  - o f  t h e  days o f  t h e  
g u t t y ,  as indeed i t  was. Th is  would have been e s p e c i a l l y  so i n  t h e  
case o f  g o l f e r s  such as C l i v e  G a r d i n e r - H i l l  and Beaumont Pease 
( L o r d  Wardington) who were now l i v i n g  i n  the  neighbourhood. 
p layed  o f f  s c r a t c h  and weremembers 
Royal  Wimbledon. G o l f e r s  may l i k e  t o  know t h a t  G a r d i n e r - H i l l ' s  
b r o t h e r ,  Haro ld ,  and H a r o l d ' s  son, Pe te r ,  were b o t h  d e s t i n e d  t o  be 
c a p t a i n s  o f  t h e  Royal  & Ancient ,  a r a r e  f a m i l y  occurrence and 
honour. Beaumont Pease h i m s e l f  was c a p t a i n  o f  t h e  R & A i n  1931/32. 
Among h i s  many g o l f i n g  f r i e n d s ,  he numbered t h e  legendar), f i g u r e s  
o f  Joyce Wethered (Lady Heathcoat Amory) and Bobby Jones. L o r d  
Wardington 's  son remembers how, when a c h i l d ,  he was woken up a t  
n i g h t  and b rough t  downs ta i r s  t o  meet t h e  g r e a t  man, who was s t a y i n g  
t h e  n i g h t  a t  Wardington Manor, so t h a t  i n  years t o  come he c o u l d  
say " I  have shaken hands w i t h  Bobby Jones". 
The Great War b rough t  m a t t e r s  t o  a head. I n  March 1919, a meet ing 
was h e l d  a t  which members dec ided t o  wind up t h e  c l u b .  A l though 
t h e  Banbury Guardian does n o t  say so i n  i t s  r e p o r t ,  we know from 
minutes (What j o y ,  what r a p t u r e .  Yes, M inu tes ! )  o f  t h e  Banbury & 
D i s t r i c t  G o l f  Club Synd ica te  t h a t  s u r p l u s  funds were i n v e s t e d  f o r  
use by t h e  c l u b  when a s u i t a b l e  s i t e  f o r  an 18 h o l e  course c o u l d  
be found. 
And a l though  they d i d  n o t  know i t ,  ahead l a y  Tadmarton Heath - t h e  
Promised Land. 

Bo th  
o f  p r e s t i g i o u s  c l u b s  such as 

J.S.W. Owen 

Banbury and D i s t r i c t  G o l f  Club 
POSTSCRIPT 

These two a r t i c l e s  have been w r i t t e n  so t h a t  t h e r e  might  be some 
r e c o r d  o f  t h e  Club's h i s t o r y  from t h e  da te  o f  i t s  i n s t i t u t i o n  i n  
1894 t o  t h e  da te  o f  i t s  c l o s u r e  i n  1919. A secondary o b j e c t  has 
been t o  b r i n g  o u t  t h e  t i e s  between t h e  Banbury Club and i t s  
successor, Tadmarton Heath. 
When, a f t e r  many comings and goings,  t he  Syndicate was e v e n t u a l l y  
a b l e  t o  complete the  purchase o f  H o l y w e l l  Farm i n  June 1921, t h e  
Banbury Golf Club members would, I b e l i e v e ,  s t i l l  have thought  o f  
i t  as t h e  same Club - i n  t h e  same way they had thought  l t  t h e  same 
Club when they had moved from Bod ico te  t o  Dver thorpe and then  t o  
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Bre tch .  Most, i f  n o t  a l l ,  o f  t h e  d i r e c t o r s  o f  t h e  Company, even 
t o  t h e  p resen t  day, have l i v e d  i n  Banbury or su r round ing  v i l l a g e s .  
Cantab's a r t i c l e  o f  1905 i s  framed and k e p t  i n  t h e  Club A rch i ves ,  
as is a l i s t  o f  t h e  1914/15 members w i th  names o f  t he  1922/23 members 
on t h e  reve rse  s i d e .  
The q u e s t i o n  a r i s e s  as t o  why t h e  Club d i d  n o t  r e t a i n  t h e  name o f  
Banbury. Most Clubs t h a t  move do so, even i f  they move s e v e r a l  
m i l e s .  For example, York (1890) and Shrewsbury(l891) b o t h  moved t o  
courses some f i v e  m i l e s  away, ( S t r e n s a l l  and Condover r e s p e c t i v e l y ) ,  
b u t  they r e t a i n e d  t h e i r  name o f  o r i g i n  and d a t e  o f  i n s t i t u t i o n .  
I cannot say whether members o f  Tadmarton Heath would wish t o  
acknowledge t h e i r  t i e s  w i th  the  founding f a t h e r s  o f  1894 i n  the  
same way t h a t  t he  L i g h t  I n f a n t r y  acknowledge t h e i r  t i e s  w i t h  t h e  
Volunteers,  b u t ,  perhaps because I have l i v e d  f o r  so l o n g  i n  t h e  
company o f  these f i g u r e s  from t h e  p a s t ,  I ,  f o r  my p a r t ,  would wish 
t h a t  i t  were so. 

The E d i t o r ,  
Country L i f e  

APPENDIX 1 
Welbeck Woodhouse 
Worksop, N o t t s .  
1 0 t h  June, 1971 

Dear M r .  Adams, 
I saw t h e  p r e v i o u s  two 

photographs i n  Country L i f e  f i g u r i n g  my f a t h e r  L o r d  Algernon Gordon- 
Lennox d r i v i n g  from Banbury s t a t i o n  w i t h  K ing  Edward V I I .  
were n o t  q u i t e  c o r r e c t  and I thought  o f  w r i t i n g  t o  you a t  t h e  t ime,  
b u t  d i d  n o t  bo the r  as i t  i s  so l o n g  ago. 

I am very p leased t o  be a b l e  t o  h e l p  you. 

man a t  t he  back. My f a t h e r  and mother, L o r d  and Lady Algernon 
Gordon-Lennox occupied the  Cas t le  f o r  16 years up t o  1913. 
Seated i n  f r o n t  Lo rd  Lovat ,  myse l f ,  M r .  Gerard M o n c r e i f f e  
l e f t  t o  r i g h t :  
Seated My f a t h e r  Lo rd  Algernon Gordon-Lennox 
l e f t  t o  r i g h t :  Lady Gerard, K i n g  Edward V I I ,  

My mother Lady Algernon Gordon-Lennox 
Marques de Sovera l  

Mrs. George Cornwall is-West ( f o r m e r l y  Lady 

Countess Howe, S i r  A r t h u r  E l l i s ,  Countess 
Essex, Baron Ferd inand de R o t h s c h i l d  (who 

Mrs. Hartman, S i r  A l l e n  Young, The Countess 
o f  Warwick, S i r  S tan ley  C la rke ,  The E a r l  o f  
Warwick. 

Thank you very much f o r  your l e t t e r .  

These 

However, hav ing  rece ived  your l e t t e r  e n c l o s i n g  the  photograph 

I can i d e n t i f y  everyone i n  i t  w i t h  the  excep t ion  o f  one g e n t l e -  

Back Row M r  George Cornwall is-West 
l e f t  t o  r i g h t :  

Randolph C h u r c h i l l  mother o f  S i r  Winston) 

b u i l t  Waddesdon Manor) 

I am a f r a i d  the  Duke o f  Richmond would n o t  know, as he was o n l y  
b o r n  i n  1904 and t h i s  photograph was taken about 1901. 

Yours s i n c e r e l y ,  
I V Y  PORTLAND 

170 



APPENDIX 2 
Country L i f e  - June 17, 1971 

ROYAL WEEKEND 
S i r ,  

I n  correspondence o f  October 15 l a s t  year you reproduced a 
photograph of K i n g  Edward V I I  d r i v i n g  en r o u t e  from Banbury S t a t i o n  
t o  Broughton Cas t le  where he o f t e n  v i s i t e d  L o r d  and Lady Gordon- 
Lennox. 

The accompanying photograph was taken by my g rand fa the r  o f  
K i n g  Edward V I I ,  p robab ly  i n  t h e  1890s w h i l e  he was s t i l l  P r i n c e  o f  
Wales, and some o f  h i s  f r i e n d s  a t  Broughton C a s t l e  d u r i n g  one o f  h i s  
weekend v i s i t s .  I would ve ry  much l i k e  t o  i d e n t i f y  a l l  o f  those i n  
t h e  group; some o f  them a r e  known t o  us a l ready  - f o r  i ns tance ,  t h e  
l i t t l e  g i r l  i s  now t h e  Duchess o f  Po r t l and .  The f i g u r e s  i n  t h e  
m idd le  row, a p a r t  from Edward V I I ,  a r e  thought  t o  be, l o o k i n g  from 
l e f t  t o  r i g h t ,  Lo rd  Algernon Gordon-Lennox, t h e  Countess o f  Warwick, 
Lady Algernon Gordon-Lennox, and the  Marques Sovera l  t hen  Portuguese 
ambassador t o  t h i s  coun t ry .  The L i o n s  Club o f  Banbury a r e  promot- 
i n g  a Son e t  Lumiere event a t  Broughton Cas t le ,  by k i n d  pe rm iss ion  

S e l e ,  on J u l y  1, 2 and 3, and we wish t o  reproduce 
n t h e  programme. Any i n f o r m a t i o n  w i l l  be g r a t e f u l l y  

o f - L o r d  Saye and 
t h i s  photograph 
acknowledged. 
M a r t i n  B l i n k h o r n  
5 South Bar 
Banbury Oxfordsh re 

APPENDIX 3 

L i s t  o f  Members o f  t he  Banbury & D i s t r i c t  G o l f  Club 
1914-191 5 

A n s e l l  F.T. G i l l a m  R.S. P h i l l i o i  A.H.R. 
Brassey A.  
Barrows E.W. 
B r a i t h w a i t e  W.C 
Ba r ton  W.J. 
Ba ldw in  F.B.J. 
Bush A.S. 
Bloxham W.J. 
Bar ton  J.Junr. 
B ragg ins  G.F. 
Chapman E.  
Chapman H. 
C ross ley  E. 
Cavers L.  
Edmunds M. 
F i s h e r  E.L. 
F i t z g e r a l d  F.  
F a i r f a x  A .  
For tescue E.C. 
For tescue C.L. 
For tescue C.W. 
G i l l e t t  J.A. 

G r i f f i n  J.E. 
Hadland J.W. 
Ho l l and  E.S. 
Hoskyns Sir Le igh .  B a r t .  
Hunt J. 
Hunt R.G. Junr .  
Hyde J .D. 
Hyde J.D. Junr. 
Hodgkin G. 
Hawkins H. 
Johns D r .  A .T .  
Maxwell J .A .  
M o r r i s  J.S. 
Morgan Rev. 
N o r t h  Hon. W.F. 
P e l l a t t  D.M. 
P e l l a t t  F .  
P r e s c o t t  J.W. 
P r e s c o t t  W.C. 
Page T .A .  
Page W.C. 

Robins J.L. 
Samuelson E.A.G. 
Starkey Capt. J.H. 
S a v i l l e  Rev. E.G. 
Thompson W .  
W i l k s  H.P. 
W h i t t y  Rev. S .  
Wr ig ley  E.G. 
Yates Capt. S.P. 
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Notes and References 
P. 3 Reminiscences o f  Mrs E l s i e  W i l l i a m s  were from "Country Voices". 

Char les K i g h t l y .  Thames and Hudson 1984. 
P. 4 I n  the  e igh teen-n ine t i es ,  few courses knew mowing machines 

except on t h e  p u t t i n g  greens: t h e  "through-the-green" was 
l e f t  t o  Providence. 

P.5 Mrs. Gladys Walker, a founder member o f  Tadmarton Heath, i s  t h e  
daughter o f  Edgar Chapman. Her son, Tony, i s  p o s s i b l y  the  o n l y  
member o f  Tadmarton Heath who i s  a d i r e c t  descendant o f  t h e  
1914-1 5 membership. 

p.7 Daisy,  Countess ofwarwick. She was a Beauty, a magic t i t l e  o f  
t he  t ime  t h a t  c o n f e r r e d  upon i t s  bearer  a p u b l i c  c h a r a c t e r .  
"Get up, Daisy," c r i e d  he r  mother when t h e i r  s h i p  docked a f t e r  
a p a r t i c u l a r l y  seas i ck  c r o s s i n g  o f  t he  I r i s h  Channel which had 
l e f t  h e r  p r o s t r a t e ,  " t h e  crowd is w a i t i n g  t o  have a l o o k  a t  vou". 
The Countess o f  Warwick, " t h e  p r e t t i e s t  m a r r i e d  woman i n  London", 
was inamorata o f  t h e  P r i n c e  o f  Wales and the  cause o f  a famous 
f racas  i n  which Lo rd  Char les Beres fo rd  almost s t r u c k  h i s  f u t u r e  
sovere ign.  
The Proud Tower. Barbara Tuchman. Macmi l lan 1962. 

P.8 R e c o l l e c t i o n s  o f  Diana, V iscountess Gage, were from "The 
Country House Remembered". 
Routledge & Kegan Pau l  1985. 

~ o u r n e y e d  from Brancaster  t o  be i n t e r v i e w e d  a t  Tadmarton Heath 
f o r  t h e  pos t  o f  p r o f e s s i o n a l ,  he was met a t  Banbury s t a t i o n  by 
Bank manager Page - p l u s  two b i c y c l e s !  

The b a t t l e  o f  Spion Kop was fought  i n  an a t tempt  t o  
r a i s e  t h e  s iege  o f  Ladysmith. 23rd January 1900. 

E d i t e d  by M e r l i n  Waterson. 

P.9 Wal ter  Page l i m e s  change .... I n  1921, when Haro ld  K i n g  

P.11.Spion Kop 

P.I3."A l i t t l e  c l o u d  ou t  o f  t h e  sea, like a man's hand." l .Kings.18.44 
P.13.The f e a t h e r  b a l l  was a poor ,  p e r i s h a b l e  t h i n g  - c r a c k i n g  open 

and l o s i n g  i t s  " i nna rds "  when an i r o n  h i t  i t s  head, and go ing  
sodden-soft i n  the wet - whereas t h e  " g u t t y "  was wa te rp roo f ,  and 
would take  a l o t  o f  w a l l o p i n g  and come up s m i l i n g  a f t e r  a l l .  
The Game o f  G o l f .  Horace Hutch inson.  The Lonsdale L i b r a r y  1931. 

P.14.A Spa ld inq  F l i t e  b a l l ,  used a t  t h e  opening e x h i b i t i o n  match 
a t  Tadmarton Heath, 1 4 t h  October 1922, i s  on d i s p l a y  i n  t h e  
C lub ' s  lounge. 

Sources 
Banbury A d v e r t i s e r  
Banbury Guardian 
V i c t o r i a n  Banbury. B a r r i e  T r i n d e r .  Banbury H i s t o r i c a l  Soc ie ty .  1982. 
B u r k e ' s  Peerage. Who's Who. 
Memoirs o f  Lady O t t o l i n e  M o r r e l l ,  1915-18. Robert Gathorne-Hardy. 
A .A .  Knopf 1975. 
S o l i t a r y  Wanderings by George Cobb. 1862. 
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ALL POWDER, MUSKET AND PIKE 

The Banbury Historical Society's new season got off with a bang. 
Peter Dicks gave a graphic account of the Battle of Edge Hill, so 
graphic that you felt you had to be a pikeman, musketeer or member 
of the cavalry. 
His opening foray was all about the King's mistakes. 
Parliament, the religious factor and ultimately the marriage of 
Charles and a French Catholic princess made civil war inevikable. 
That it erupted was down to the view that the King had evil advisers. 
TheCharles standard was raised at Nottingham but few flocked to the 
cause. 
by gathering up whatever weapons came to hand. 
Though the members of both sides were markedly similar in appearance, 
key roles were strikingly different. Peter Dicks contrasted superior 
pikemen with lethal musketeers. 

Quarrels with 

Only gradually did militia bands gain force and then chiefly 

Colour and sound were the order of 
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the day - trumpet, drum and f l a g .  
The armies were bands o f  vo lun tee rs .  
p o s i t i o n s  and h a u l  t he  heavy guns. 
Warwickshire c o u n t r y s i d e  i n h a b i t e d  by p r i m i t i v e  f o l k .  
Rupert and Essex were f i n e  contenders though n e i t h e r  had t h e  a b i l i t y  
t o  c l i n c h  the  b a t t l e .  
And so t o  h i s  f i n a l e  - by now b l o o d  and smoke. Amid the  a c r i d  
con fus ion  1 i n  10 d i e d  or were i n j u r e d ,  perhaps 10,000 r a n  away. 
There was no winner and c e r t a i n l y  n o t  K i n g  Char les.  
was the  s m a l l  boys who gathered up t h e  cannon b a l l s .  
Soon i t  w i l l  be t h e  350th a n i v e r s a r y  o f  t h e  b a t t l e .  There w i l l  be 
a f e a t u r e  s e r i e s  on t e l e v i s i o n ,  Sealed Knot w i l l  r e - I i v e  t h e  exper-  
i ence  and Leamington hay say i t  w i t h  f l o w e r s  - a f l o r a l  t r i b u t e  o f  
crossed swords. And what w i l l  be l e f t ?  Perhaps t h e  g r e a t e s t  need 
o f  a l l ,  a map o f  a l l e g i a n c e s  w i th in  our l o c a l  c o u n t i e s .  I am s u r e  
Pe te r  D i c k s  w i l l  l e a d  t h e  charge t o  achieve i t .  

The i r  t asks  were t o  take  up 
The i r  arena was an impover ished 

I n  t h e i r  m ids t  

I f  any gained i t  

B . L i t t l e  

REPORT OF BANBURY HISTORICAL SOCIETY OCTOBER HEETING 

Gorgeous c o l o u r s  were t h e  o rde r  o f  t h e  evening when Vera Hodgkins 
spoke about P lush.  Indeed who b e t t e r  t o  r e l a t e  the  s t o r y  o f  i t s  
o r i g i n s ,  growth and d e c l i n e  b u t  a l a d y  whose f a m i l y  t o t a l l e d  over  
200 years o f  invo lvement .  
The t a l e  o f  g i r t h s ,  webbings and f i n e  c l o t h s  beg ins  i n  a Banbury 
dominated by i t s  wool market and ends a t  S h u t f o r d  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  
t h e  c l o s e  o f  World War 11. There i s  another  sequence as w e l l  and 
t h a t  i s  from l a r g e  f i r m s  l i k e  Cobbs t o  a b l e  en t rep reneurs  such as 
Thomas Wrench. 
The 17 th  and 1 8 t h  Century a c t i v i t y  was l o c a t e d  i n  Ne i th rop ,  Broad 
S t r e e t  and Pepper A l l e y .  By 1840 S h u t f o r d  was home t o  3 5  P lush 
weavers. L i k e  the  b e t t e r  known Yorksh i re  i n d u s t r y  t h e r e  was a 
t r a n s i t i o n  from hand t o  power looms. The l a t t e r  r e l i e d  on Welsh 
c o a l  from the  Rhonndda which was conveyed t o  Bloxham S t a t i o n .  
t h e r e  was an ex tens i ve  market f o r  P lush.  Many o f  t h e  w o r l d ' s  
p a s t  and famous d y n a s t i e s  b e n e f i t t e d  from the  p roduc ts  o f  l o c a l  
s k i l l .  Much c l o t h  went t o  London and was even used t o  make g loves  
f o r  a t h l e t e s  and t o  adorn t h e  Heythrop Hunt. P lush  was popu la r  
f o r  a l l  f u r n i s h i n g s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  c u r t a i n s  and t a b l e  c l o t h s .  
I n  t h e  sunset years,  P lush  weaving had i t s  c h a r a c t e r s  and none 
more than a grand o l d  man who a t  90 went t o  work b u t  s l e p t  through 
t h e  day b e f o r e  r e t u r n i n g  home. I t  i s  memories l i k e  t h i s  t h a t  
i l l u m i n a t e  the  h i s t o r y  o f  l o c a l  i n d u s t r y  and remind us  o f  a 
genera t i on  t h a t  i s  gone f o r  ever .  

B r i a n  L i t t l e .  
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THE BACKGROUND TO THE SURRENDER OF BANBURY'S CHARTER I N  1683; 
-HE PARLIAMENTARY REPRESENTAT ION OF THE BOROUGH, 1660-1698 

I n  the  e a r l y  1680's  Char les  I 1  implemented a p o l i c y ,  t h a t  had i t s  r o o t s  
i n  the  Corpo ra t i on  Act  passed twenty yea rs  p r e v i o u s l y ,  designed t o  g a i n  
c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  membership o f  t h e  (p redominan t l y  Whig) borough corpora-  
t i o n s ,  and thus  i n f l u e n c e  t h e  r e t u r n  o f  Members o f  Pa r l i amen t .  I n  
most cases f ranch ise  o f  borough members was l i m i t e d  t o  members o f  t h e  
Corpo ra t i on ,  and t h i s  was t h e  case i n  Banbury, a l t hough  t h i s  was t o  be 
a ma t te r  o f  d i s p u t e  i n  1681 and 1690. Char les  1 1 ' s  campaign a g a i n s t  
t he  boroughs cu l rb inated i n  a l e g a l  v i c t o r y  a g a i n s t  t h e  power fu l  Whig 
Corpo ra t i on  o f  t h e  C i t y  of  London i n  June 1683, when under 'quo 
war ren to '  proceedings,  i t  was s u c c e s s f u l l y  a l l e g e d ,  on t r i v i a l  or 
trumped-up charges, t h a t  t h e  C o r p o r a t i o n  had exceeded i t s  powers and 
had the re fo re  f o r f e i t e d  i t s  c h a r t e r .  Judgement was en te red  a g a i n s t  
t he  C i t y  on 4 t h  October 1683, and i t  was i n  t h e  a f t e r m a t h  o f  t h i s  t h a t  
Banbury, l i k e  many o t h e r  boroughs, i n  November v o l u n t a r i l y  surrendered 
i t s  c h a r t e r .  
I t  i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  t h a t  amongst t h e  c h i e f  Tory m i n i s t e r s  o f  Char les I 1  
a t  t h i s  t ime  and c o n t i n u i n g  under James I 1  was S i r  F r a n c i s  Nor th,  who 
was appointed Lord Keeper o f  t h e  Great Seal i n  1682 and c r e a t e d  Baron 
G u i l f o r d  i n  1683. S ince  h i s  mar r i age  i n  1671/2 t o  Lady F r a n c i s  Pope, 
daughter o f  Thomas E a r l  o f  Downe, h i s  home had been a t  Wroxton Abbey. 
H i s  younger b r o t h e r  S i r  Oudley N o r t h  haa been c l o s e l y  i n v o l v e d  i n  
t h e  campaign a g a i n s t  t h e  C i t y  o f  London Whigs, and i i i  June 1682 h i s  
e v e n t u a l l y  s u c c e s s f u l  nomina t ion  as a S h e r i f f  o f  t h e  C i t y  was an 
impor tan t  v i c t o F y  for t h e  K ing .  
Banbury 's  Member o f  Pa r l i amen t  throughout  Char les  11 's  r e i g n  was S i r  
John Holman, ba rone t ,  second son o f  P h i l i p  Holman (d.1669) o f  
Warkworth. 
conve r t ,  S i r  John was a P r e s b y t e r i a n  (he e v r d e n t l y  conformed s u f f i c -  
i e n t l y  t o  remain an M.P.) and doub t less  was i n  sympathy wi th  t h e  
p u r i t a n  and Whig Banbury Corpo ra t i on .  
With t h e  en fo rced  replacement o f  t h e  Char te r  t h e  impor tan t  p r o v i s o  
was added t h a t  t h e  Crown had r i g h t  o f  d isp lacement  o f  a l l  C o r p o r a t i o n  
members and s e n i o r  o f f i c i a l s .  The e x t e n s i o n  o f  each o f  t h e  seven 
f a i r s  from 6ne day t o  two, and o f  t h e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  t he  Borough 
J u s t i c e s  o f  Peace over  t h e  whole o f  t h e  O x f o r d s h i r e  p a r t  of t h e  
p a r i s h ,  were s m a l l  recompense f o r  such a t h r e a t .  However, f o r  t he  
t ime  being,  a t  l e a s t ,  a l l  t h e  former C o r p o r a t i o n  members were 
named Aldermen and C a p t i a l  Burgesses again.  
O f  p a r t i c u l a r  i n t e r e s t  i s  t h e  l i s t  o f  t h i r t y  A s s i s t a n t s  a t tached  
t o  the  Char te r .  Under t h e  1608 Char te r  ( c l a u s e  15) n o t  o n l y  were 
C h i e f  Burgesses chosen from these A s s i s t a n t s ,  b u t  they a l s o  had a 
v o i c e  i n  t h e  e l e c t i o n  o f  t h e  Mayor, t o g e t h e r  o f  course w i th  Aldermen 
and C a p i t a l  Burqesses, whom they out-numbered. 
t h e  Yayor who made the  nomina t ions  f o r  e l e c t i o n  t o  the  Corpo ra t i on  
(V.C.H.10,  q u o t i n g  Kent R.O. ,  U.471 (1770) ) ,  t hus  i n  the  l o n g  r u n  

Al though h i s  e l d e r  b r o t h e r  George,was a Roman C a t h o l i c  

I t  was by custom 
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a f f e c t i n g  i t s  p o l i t i c a l  make-up, which i n  turn was r e f l e c t e d  i n  t h e  
aho ice  o f  Member o f  Pa r l i amen t .  So t h e  A s s i s t a n t s  might  have 
i n f l u e n c e  ou t  o f  a l l  p r o p o r t i o n  t o  t h e i r  o t h e r  a c t i v i t y  or i n v o l v e -  
ment i n  Corpo ra t i on  a f f a i r s .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y  i n  t h e  seventeenth 
cen tu ry  i t  i s  o n l y  i n  1608 and 1683 t h a t  they a r e  named. I t  i s  
imposs ib le  t o  know whether t h e  1683 l i s t  was, l i k e  t h e  Corpo ra t i on  
members, unchanged. Amongst t h e  l o c a l  g e n t r y  i n c l u d e d  was Roger 
Nor th ,  b iog rapher  b r o t h e r  o f  T o r i e s  L o r d  G u i l f o r d  and S i r  Dudley 
Nor th .  The p o l i t i c a l  a l l e g i a n c e s  o f  t h e  o t h e r s  ( a p a r t  from S i r  
John Holman, who was presumably Whig) a r e  unknown. I t  i s  i n t r i g u -  
i n g  t h a t  Samuel T r i s t ,  t he  Recorder, was s p e c i f i c a l l y  removed from 
t h e  l i s t  o f  A s s i s t a n t s  by r o y a l  command; and i t  is i n t e r e s t i n g  t h a t  
B e z a l i e l  K n i g h t  (grandson o f  t h e  W i l l i a m  K n i g h t  who so dominated 
Banbury l i f e  e a r l i e r  i n  t h e  c e n t u r y ) ,  who s t i l l  owned p r o p e r t y  i n  
t h e  town b u t  was e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  l e g a l  p r a c t i c e  i n  London, shou ld  
a l s o  be nominated. I t  i s  n o t  c l e a r  if W i l l i a m  Stokes was connected 
w i th  the  t h r e e  b r o t h e r s  Henry, John and Char les,  who were a l l  
members o f  t he  Corpo ra t i on .  
The f i r s t  d i s c e r n a b l e  a f f e c t  o f  t h e  new Char te r  i s  seen i n  1688 a t  
t h e  genera l  e l e c t i o n  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  access ion o f  J a m s  11. E v i d e n t l y  
t he  t h r e a t  o f  displacement was s u f f i c i e n t  t o  p rocu re  t h e  e l e c t i o n  as 
Member o f  Pa r l i amen t  o f  t h e  arch-Tory S i r  Dudley N o r t h  i n  p l a c e  o f  
S i r  John Holman or any o t h e r  Whig. S i r  Oudley, ' t h e  k i n g ' s  u n o f f i c i a l  
Chancel lor  o f  t h e  Exchequer' ,  chose t o  s i t  f o r  Banbury where he l a t e r  
claimed, on account o f  t h k  G u i l f o r d  ' t r u s t ' ,  'he had a su re  i n t e r e s t ' .  
The t h r e a t  o f  e j e c t i o n  was m o l l i f i e d  by l a v i s h  en te r ta inmen t  o f  t h e  
Mayor and Corpo ra t i on  a t  Wroxton, where Roger N o r t h  ' t hough t  sack was 
t h e  bus iness and drunkenness t h e  end ' ,  and f i n a l l y  ' d i sm issed  them t o  
t h e i r  l o d g i n g  i n  d i t c h e s  homeward bound'. 
D e s p i t e  such apparent compliance, t h e  Whig c o u n c i l l o r s  f a i l e d  t o  
remain i n  favour ,  and November 1687 saw t h e  summary removal from o f f i c e  
o f  h a l f  o f  t h e  Aldermen ( i n c l u d i n g  a l l  t h ree  J u s t i c e s ) ,  h a l f  t h e  
C h i e f  Burgesses, t he  Town C le rk ,  and P h i l i p  S t y l e s ,  a l o c a l  lawyer 
who was an A s s i s t a n t  and l a t e r  became Town C l e r k  h i m s e l f .  I n  February 
f o l l o w i n g  the  Mayor h i m s e l f ,  f o u r  more Aldermen, and two more Burgesses, 
as w e l l  as Samuel Reynolds, t h e  Chamberlain ( a l r e a d y  removed as an 
Alderman) and John K n i g h t ,  an A s s i s t a n t  who was V ica r  o f  Banbury, 
were l i k e w i s e  e jec ted .  O f  t h e  Aldermen named i n  1683, two had d i e d  
and one r e t i r e d .  A l l  t he  o t h e r  n i n e  had been e j e c t e d .  Three o f  t he  
1683 Burgesses had thus  become Aldermen, and o f  these o n l y  John Cave, 
who had been Mayor i n  1686-7, escaped e j e c t i o n .  A f u r t h e r  Burgess 
had d ied,  and a l l  f o u r  replacements were e j e c t e d .  O f  those, t h r e e  
had been A s s i s t a n t s  i n  1683, and i n c l u d e d  Joseph Mawle whose name 
had been s p e c i f i c a l l y  added by r o y a l  command. One o f  t he  two 
remain ing Burgesses was a l s o  removed, l e a v i n g  o n l y  R icha rd  Crooke. 
Who were t h e  replacements on t h i s  decimated Corpo ra t i on7  The new 
Mayor was John Austen, who doubled as Chamberlain - apparen t l y  no 
connec t ion  o f  t h r e e  o t h e r  John A u s t i n s  who had served on the  
Corporat ion.  A t  t h e  Mayoral e l e c t i o n  i n  September 1688 he was 
succeeded by N a t h a n i e l  Wheatley, younger b r o t h e r  o f  t h e  e j e c t e d  
Richard.  Only f i v e  o t h e r s  a r e  named then. John Youick, one o f  t h e  
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Neithrop farming family, was a maltster and was also Churchwarden. 
He had served as Tithingman and Constable in the early 1670s.  
Gunn, another of the 1688 Corporation, was also a Neithrop yeoman. 
William Gulliver was a 'guilder'. John Bowers, also from Neibhrop, 
was a Quaker. Of the only other (and first named), John Langston, 
nothing is known. These, then, were the 'Crown' replacements - none 
with any previous Corporation experience; and there is no mention of 
the two unpurged members. 
enfranchised through King James's Toleration Acts, seems certain - 
a pattern repeated throughout the country. 
In any case, all were to be swept away in their turn only a month 
later,when James 11, as a final panic measure in an unavailing 
attempt to save his throne, abrogated all the newly issued charters 
and reinstated the ejected Corporation members. John West junior 
became Mayor again, and nearly all the old names reappeared, includ- 
ing Cave and Crooke. 
At the 'Convention' parliamentary election of 1688/9,  Sir Dudley 
North 'was obliged to retire'. In his place the Corporation chose 
Sir Robert Dashwood. 
Dashwood was a newcomer to the Banbury area. Eldest son of George 
Dashwood, a very wealthy London merchant, he had married Penelope, 
the younger daughter of Sir Thomas Chamberlayne of Wickham in 
Banbury parish, in June 1682. Although Sir Thomas had died before 
the marriage took place, his will confirmed the terms of the marriage 
settlement, by which Dashwood and his wife inherited the Wickham 
estate and that of Northbrook (in the parish of Kirtlington), as 
well a s  othcr lands, oil payment of t16 ,000  to the elder daughter. 
Heir too of his father George, who died in March 1682/3,  he was 
immensely rich. Knighted, when still under 21, a week before his 
marriage, he was created a baronet in September 1684. From these 
marks o f  royal favour evidently a Tory, he was quick to desert 
J a m s  I 1  at the Glorious Revolution. When William of Orange had 
landed at Torbay and ready money was in great demand, Dashwood was 
able to advance him C l O , O O O ,  and it is recorded that at that time 
he was the only man in England that could produce that large sum. 
Although Dashwood was new to the Banbury area, his family had 
connections with the Norths, and it is interesting to speculate 
whether they may have influenced his marriage to the daughter of 
their neighbour at Wickham. 
England in 1680 and subsequent close involvement in the Court party, 
had for twenty years been a highly successful Turkey merchant, being 
Treasurer of the Turkey Company in Constantinople. One of Robert 
Dashwood's half-uncles, Francis, was also a Turkey merchant, whilst 
Francis's son Sir Samuel Dashwood was, like Sir Dudley North, a 
member of the African Company. 
enterprises, in which Whigs predominated, this Company included 
prominent London merchants reputed to be attached to the Court 
interest. 
Such was the background to Sir Robert Dashwood's choice as Member 
of Parliament for Banbury, whose representative he was to remain 
until 1698, although he chose to made his home at Northbrook in 

Richard 

That this was a Corporation o f  Dissenters, 

Sir Dudley North, before his return to 

In contrast with other mercantile 
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Kirtlington rather than at Wickham. 
As a postscript it is interesting to find John Austen and Nathaniel 
Wheatley, the Mayors of the replacement Corporation in 1688, heading 
petitions to Parliament in 1690 and 1691. They spoke for 140 
'freemen and burgesses' who from ancient precedent claimed that all 
'burgesses', not merely the Aldermen and Capital Burgesses that 
made up the Corporation were entitled to vote. The petitioners 
claimed that they had voted for one John Hawles, whilst Sir Robert 
Dashwood had been elected merely by ten of the Aldermen and Capital 
Burgesses. However the House of Commons decided against the 
petitioners, and the franchise remained with the Corporation alone. 
It is impressive that as many as 140 'burgesses' were wanting to 
vote against Dashwood, and tantalising not to know quite what John 
Hawles stood for. Dashwood himself appears to have been a tory, 
though elected by a formerly Whig Corporation. it seems unlikely 
that John Austen and Nathaniel Wheatley were Tories. The altern- 
ative is that they were Presbyterian - Wheatley's son William, a 
schoolmaster at Calthorpe House, certainly was - and supporters of 
James 11's because of the Declaration of Indulgence, which sus- 
pended the penal laws not only against Roman Catholics but also 
against Dissenters. 
J a m s  I1  for just this reason. This would lend credence to their 
fellow-councillor John Bowers being a Quaker, and also perhaps 
account for the large body of support in puritan Banbury for John 
Hawles. 
But this is only speculation. 
for the next 25 years are extremely confused, with records almost 
totally wanting, and evidence of bitter conflict between Whigs and 
Tories, 'non-juFing party' and supporters o f  the Hanoverian dynasty, 
which culminated in the forfeiture of the Charter of 1717 and the 
granting of a replacement in 1718. 

The Quaker Sir William Penn was a supporter of 

The affairs of the Corporation itself 

But that is another story. 

J.S.W. Gibson 

Corporation members i n  1683-4 

Aldermen 
James West 
Samuel Rennol 
William Hawta 
Richard Wheat 
Samuel Hall 
Andrew Harvey 
Henrv Stokes 

s [Reynolds] 
ne 
y (Mayor) 

John' Welchman 
John Stokes 
John West senior 
Thomas Sutton 
dohn Allington 

Ejected 
(J.P.) Died Spetember 1684 
(J.P.) Nov.1687 
(J.P.) Nov. 1687 
(J.P. in 1687) Nov. 1687 

Retired 1684 
Nov. 1687 
Nov. 1687 
Reb.1687/0 
Nov. 1687 
Feb.1687/8 

Feb.1687/8 
Died Apcil 1685 
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Capital Burgesses, subsequently Aldermen 
John West junior Mayor 1687i8 
John Cave Mayor 1686-7 
Charles Stokes 

Feb.1687/8 

Feb.1687/8 

Capital Burgesses 
Samuel West 
John French 
Richard Crooke 

Nov. 1687 
Died July 1684 

Subsequent CapitalBurgesses 
Edward Rennolds Elected 1684 Nov. 1687 
Andrew Smith Elected 1685 Feb. 1688 
Joseph Maule Elected 1685 Feb. 1688 
William Thorpe Elected 1685 Nov. 1687 
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BANBURY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
The Banbury H i s to r i ca l  S o c i e t y  was founded i n  1957 t o  encourage  i n t e r -  
e s t  i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  of t h e  town of Banbury and n e i g h b o u r i n g  p a r t s  of 
O x f o r d s h i r e ,  Nor thamptonsh i r e  and Warwickshire .  

The magazine Cake and Cockhorse is  i s s u e d  t o  members t h r e e  times a 
y e a r .  T h i s  i n c l u d e s  i l l u s t r a t e d  a r t i c l e s  b a s e d  on o r i g i n a l  l o c a l  h i s -  
t o r i c a l  r e s e a r c h ,  a s  w e l l  as  r e c o r d i n g  t h e  S o c i e t y ' s  a c t i v i t i e s .  Well 
Over one hundred i s s u e s  and a p p r o a c h i n g  t h r e e  hundred a r t i c l e s  have 
been  p u b l i s h e d .  Most back i s s u e s  a r e  s t i l l  a v a i l a b l e  and o u t - o f - p r i n t  
i s s u e s  can  i f  r e q u i r e d  be  pho tocop ied .  

P u b l i c a t i o n s  s t i l l  i n  p r i n t  i n c l u d e :  
Old Banbury - a short popular history, by E . R . C .  B r inkwor th .  
The BuiZding and Furnishing of St. Mary's Church, Banbury. 
The Globe Room at the Reindeer Inn, Banbury. 

Wigginton ConstabZes' Books 1691-1836 ( v o l .  11, w i t h  P h i l l i m o r e ) .  
Banbury Wills and Inventories 1591-1650, 2 p a r t s  ( v o l s .  13, 1 4 ) .  
Banbury Corporation Records: m d o r  and Stuart ( v o l .  15).  
Victorian Banbury, by Barrie T r i n d e r  ( v o l .  1 9 ,  w i t h  P h i l l i m o r e ) .  
Aynho: A Northamptonshire Village, by Nichola;  Cooper ( v o l .  2 0 ) .  
Banbury Gaol Records, e d .  Pene lope  Renold ( v o l .  2 1 ) .  
Banbury Baptism and Burial Registers, 1813-1838 ( v o l .  22). 

l i eco rds  se r ies :  

C u r r e n t  p r i c e s ,  and a v a i l a b i l i t y  of o t h e r  back volumes,  from t h e  Hon. 
S e c r e t a r y ,  c / o  Banbury Museum. 

I n  p r e p a r a t i o n :  L i s t s  o f  Tudor and S t u a r t  Banbury Taxpaye r s ,  i n c l u d -  
i n g  t h e  May 1642 s u b s i d y  f o r  t h e  Hundreds of Banbury, Bloxham and 
P lough ley  ( m e n t i o n i n g  a l m o s t  a s  many names a s  t h e  P r o t e s t a t i o n  R e t u r n s  
o f  a few months e a r l i e r ,  for  which t h e  Banbury Borough a n d  P lough ley  
: iundred r e t u r n s  do n o t  s u r v i v e ) .  O t h e r s  p l anned :  S e l e c t e d  y e a r s  from 
S u s h e r ' s  Banbury List and Directory, 1795-1880; Le t te rs  t o  t h e  1st E a r l  
of G u i l f o r d  (of  Wroxton, f a t h e r  o f  Lord Nor th ,  Prime M i n i s t e r  and M.P. 
for Banbury ) ;  N e w s  items fo r  t h e  Banbury a r e a  from J a c k s o n ' s  Oxford 
Journal (from 1752)  and t h e  Oxford Mercury (1795-6 ) ;  and S e l e c t i o n s  from 
d i a r i e s  o f  Wil l iam Co t ton  R i s l e y ,  Vicar o f  Deddington 1836-1848. 

Meet ings a r e  h e l d  d u r i n g  t h e  autumn and w i n t e r ,  no rma l ly  a t  7 .30 p.m. 
a t  t h e  North O x f o r d s h i r e  T e c h n i c a l  C o l l e g e ,  Broughton Road, Banbury, on 
t h e  second  Thursday o f  e a c h  month. T a l k s  a r e  g i v e n  by i n v i t e d  l e c t u r e r s  
on g e n e r a l  and l o c a l  h i s t o r i c a l ,  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  and a r c h i t e c t u r a l  
s u b j e c t s .  I n  t h e  summer, t h e  AGM i s  h e l d  a t  a l o c a l  c o u n t r y  house  and 
o t h e r  e x c u r s i o n s  a r e  a r r a n g e d .  

Membership of t h e  S o c i e t y  is open t o  a l l ,  no p r o p o s e r  or s e c o n d e r  
b e i n g  needed .  The annua l  s u b s c r i p t i o n  is €8.00 i n c l u d i n g  any r e c o r d s  
volumes p u b l i s h e d ,  or f5.00 i f  t h e s e  a r e  n o t  r e q u i r e d .  

A p p l i c a t i o n  forms may be  o b t a i n e d  from t h e  Hon. S e c r e t a r y ,  e / o  Banbury 
:luseum, 8 H o r s e f a i r ,  Banbury, Oxon. OX16 O A A .  
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