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BANBURY HISTORICAL SOCIETY

The Banbury Historical Society was founded in 1957 to encourage interest in the history
of the town of Banbury and neighbouring parts of Oxfordshire, Northamptonshire and
Warwickshire.

The magazine Cake and Cockhorse is issued to members three times a year. This
includes illustrated articles based on original local historical research, as well as
recording the Society’s activities. Approaching one hundred and fifty issues and five
hundred articles have been published. All but the most recent issues have been digitised
and are available on the Society’s website (see inside front cover). Most back issues are
also still available in their original form.

There are now thirty volumes in the records series. Those still in print include:

Banbury Wills and Inventories 1591-1650, 2 parts (vols. 13, 14).

Banbury Gaol Records, ed. Penelope Renold (vol. 21).

Banbury Baptism and Burial Registers, 1813-1838 (vol. 22).’
The earlier registers, Marriages 1558-1837, Baptisms and Burials 1558-1812, are
now out-of-print, but are available on fiche and CD from Oxfordshire Family
History Society, website at: www.ofhs.org.uk

Oxfordshire and North Berkshire Protestation Returns and Tax Assessments 1641-
1642 (vol. 24, with Oxfordshire Record Society).

King’s Sutton Churchwardens’ Accounts 1636-1700, ed. Paul Hayter (vol. 27).

The Banbury Chapbooks, by Dr Leo John De Frietas (vol. 28).

Early Victorian Squarson: The Diaries of William Cotton Risley, Vicar of
Deddington, Part One, 1835-1848, ed. Geoffrey Smedley-Stevenson (vol. 29).

Banbury Past through Artists’ Eyes, compiled by Simon Townsend and Jeremy
Gibson (vol. 30).

Turnpike Roads to Banbury, by Alan Rosevear (vol. 31).

Current prices and availability of other back volumes, and of Cake and Cockhorse, from
the Hon. Editor (Harts Cottage, Church Hanborough, Witney OX29 8AB).

In preparation:
Selections from the Diaries of William Cotton Risley, ed. G.W. Smedley-Stevenson:
Part 2. Mid-Victorian Squarson, 1849-1869.
Index to Rusher’s ‘Banbury Directory’ 1833-1906.

The Society is always interested to receive suggestions of records suitable for
publication, backed by offers of help with transcription, editing and indexing.

Meetings are held during the autumn and winter, normally at 7.30 p.m. on the second
Thursday of each month, at Banbury Museum, Spiceball Park Road, Banbury. Talks are
given by invited lecturers on general and local historical, archaeological and architectural
subjects. Excursions are arranged in the spring and summer, and the A.G.M. is usually
held at a local country house.

Membership of the Society is open to all. The annual subscription (since 2009) is £13.00
which includes any records volumes published. Overseas membership, £15.00.

All members’ names and addresses are held on the Society’s computer database for
subscription and mailing purposes only. Please advise if you object to this practice.



BANBURY HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Spring/Summer 2011 Programme

Thursday 12th May, 2.00 for 2.30 p.m.

Medieval Oxford. Houses and (if access is allowed) some cellars. Conducted
by Julian Munby, historic Oxford archaeologist. Meet outside St Michael at the
Northgate. Teas at St Mary the Virgin, High Street. Park-and-Ride buses from
Peartree and Water Eaton stop in Magdalen or George Street, a short step from
Cornmarket and St Michael’s.

Thursday 9th June, 2.00 for 2.30 p.m.
Kenilworth Castle and Elizabethan Garden. An enormous site with its newly
reinstated Elizabethan garden and small Gatehouse museum in addition to the
castle ruins. Teas available. Meet in the car park for entry as a group. If enough,
discounted price will be £6.12, free for English Heritage members.

The castle is at the west (further) end of the town, on the A452, off the A46
(Warwick by-pass) (J15, M40).

Thursday 14th July, 5.00 for 5.30 p.m.

at Aynhoe Park, by kind invitation of James Perkins.
Annual General Meeting.

Followed by the usual refreshments.

Autumn meetings as usual, second Thursday of the month from September,
at Banbury Museum
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