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The STORY OF SIX GUNS used in 

THE CIVIL WAR IN BANBURYSBIRE 

Nick Alle11 
(based upon a talk given to the Royal Artillery Hi.uorical Society) 

Banburysbire is very much a North Oxfordshire (and neighbouring 
counties) concept, well understood by local historians, especially readers 
of Cake & Cockhorse, as well as the local media and most local 
residents. The term has been in use over a great many years. Essentially 
Banburyshire takes in rougltly 140 small towns and villages within a ten 
mile radius of Banbury itself. The area encompasses Banbury, Edgehill, 
Cropredy, Compton Wynyates, Broughton Castle, HanweU Castle, 
Adderbury, Deddington, Wannington and Aynbo, all names that crop
up, time and time again, during the Civil Wars. 

This story contains four strands all interconnected, but distinctly 
separate, featuring six light guns. The first strand concerns the 
consigning of these guns from the Tower Armoury to Banbury: they 
were destined for Warwick Castle, a Parliamentary stronghold, which 
was then held by Robert Greville, 2nd Lord Brooke, as the castle's 
governor. These guns left London sometime in July 1642 - before the 
war formally began (the King raised his standard at Nottingham Castle 
on 22°" August). A few days later Lord Northampton with great guile 
captured these guns, so taking them into Royalist use. The second strand 
concerns these same guns, but now in the hands of the Royalists: they 
used them io an abortive attempt to lay siege to Warwick Castle. 

The third strand takes us to the battlefield at Edgehill on Sunday 
23'd October 1642, when the Royalists used these guns during this battle. 
Finally, the fourth strand concludes this story, when some of these same 
guns were used to support the Royalist attack on Broughton Castle on 
28"' October, just five days after Edgehill (l have already discussed this 
episode in greater detail in C&CH.14.3, Summer 1998). 

The story, properly, opens with three lines taken from a lengthy report, 
in a Parliamentary pamphlet, of the very first military proceedings at 
Banbury - it reads: 'My lord Brooke havi11g sixe small pieces of iron 
Ordnance granted him from rite Parliament to strengthen his casile at 
Warwicke, they were conveyed safe to Banbury upon Friday the 29 July, 

' 1642'. 
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This seemingly very minor incident does, indeed, record a splendid 
story of some Royalist skulduggery, also an early introduction to 
psychological warfare, fmishing-up with a distinct touch of 'Dad's 
Army'; also it touches on what could have amounted to a monumental 
decision by two men - not to be held to account for the start of a civil 
war in England. 

Some backgrotmd is needed at this point to sketch in what was 
happening here in the Midlands in the summer of 1642 and to highlight 
who were the main players and the locations they were militarily 
concerned with, also their importance in the scheme of things. Firstly it 
needs to be borne in mind that in the seventeenth century England did 
not have a standing army. The King had a small, ceremonial, cavalry 
escort of gentlemen; the main castles such as the Tower, Dover and 
Caemarfon had small detachments of professional gunners headed by a 
master-gunner plus a few retained civilians; this had been one of King 
Henry Vlll's initiatives . There were the county militias - but they were 
nol considered serious soldiers - more drinking clubs! 

The Midlands, by July 1642, were in military tunnoil - both King and 
Parliament were issuing commissions of array to lords-lieutenant of 
counties or premier peers. These were an authority to recruit troops of 
horse and regiments of foot and to award commissions to officers of 
horse and foot. Spencer Compton, 2nd Earl of Northampton, was 1l1e lord 
lieutenant of Warwickshire, also its premier Royalist peer. Robert 
Greville, the 2•• Lord Brooke, was the premier Parliamentary peer for 
Warwickshire. An extract from the Earl of Northampton's commission 

(Lord Brooke's would have been similar) says 'to impres1, raise, enrol/ 
and releyne one Regimem of one thousand foote Ji1r11Lrhed and armed, 
wilh f,11/ power and authoritie as Colonel/ them lo commaund, arme, 
discipline. trayne and order b1 warlike manner, and with all possible 
expedicion to co11d11ct 111110 s11ch place as shalbee directed.' 
Warwickshire was the first English county to have received 
commissions of array from both sides. 

Spencer Compton's famiJy home was Compton Wynyates, ten miles 
west of Banbury; as lord-lieutenant he was responsible for the security 
of the county magazine at Coventry, where small arms, powder and shot 
were stored for the use of the county militias. Compton already had a 
problem: Lord Brooke, whose home was nearby Warwick Castle, had 
pre -empted him by seizing the initiative to take into custody all the 
weapons, powder and stores held in the Coventry magazine and carting 
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them off to his castle at Warwick. Northampton, not unnaturally, was 
much put-out when be beard that Brooke had so comprehensively 
outmanoeuvred ltim. 

Retuniing to the story, some time in early July the six Tower guns left 
London under a Parliamentary escort; they duly arrived at Banbury in 
the wee small hours of Friday 29,i, July- to be delivered, safely, into the 
bands of Captain John Fiennes, governor and garrison commander of the 
castle. 

In 1642 there were, basically, four types of light gun available for use 
on the battlefield - they were: 

Falconet 

Falco11et, the smallest calibre gun weighing in at 500lbs, 2¼ "calibre, 
wt of shot I ¼lbs. 

Falcon, also a small calibre gun weighing 800lbs, 2¾" calibre, 
wt of.shot 2¼/bs. 
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/lfi11io11. a slightly larger calibre gun weighing 1.200 lbs 3¼ "calibre. 
wt of shot 3¾/bs. 

Saker, calibre o/3.5 inches, weighing 1,600 lbs. 3¾'' calibre. wt ofshot 6 lb. 

In 1635 an inventory of munitions held by the Tower Annoury was 
compiled; it showed that 190 guns and barrels were held, among which 
were included the type of guns mentioned above - with just one iron 
Saker! At this stage I got in touch with the archivist to the Tower 
Annouries to ask him if there were any records of this transaction . I was 
hoping to find out some details - a list of the type and numbers of guns 
drawn with dates, and perl1aps the name of the officer who collected them. 
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lt is well known that no quartermaster, from whatever period of 
history, would ever dream of letting even a pencil leave his domain 
without a signature, let alone six guns! The archivist reported back 
saying, regrettably, there was so much confusion in the Tower at this 
time that there are no clear records of what happened. 

Returning to the story - Lord Brooke, with his escort, left Warwick, 
making an early start on the morning of Saturday 30th July to arrive in 
time for his party to collect the guns to depart from Banbury Castle at 
9am. They travelled north-west towards Wmwick. About five miles out of 
Banbury, somewhere between Shotteswell and Wannington, they found 
themselves confronted by a large party of horse and musketeers straddling 
the main road to Warwick, under the command of the Royalist Earl of 
Northampton. One may well ask just bow did the earl of Northampton get 
to know that there was a consignment of guns on their way to Warwick? 
How did he know when they had anived at Banbury? More to the point, 
how did he know where and when to meet them? 

Northampton very cannily had arranged for one of his men, a Thomas 
Earle, to infiltrate and join the Parliamentary escort. This then supposes 
that Northampton must have been privy to some very early intelligence 
for him to have discovered this Parliamentary plan in the first place; mid 
then to place a man in the Par I iamentary escort shows some very 
forward thinking so early in the run-up to tl1e war. Soon after the guns 
and escort arrived at Banbury, Thomas Earle must have slipped away to 
Compton Wynyates to inform Northampton what was afoot. 

So we find Northampton, with his men at his back, starting tl1e 
proceedings by waving his royal commission of array, demanding that 
Brooke should surrender his gtms, to refrain from any more Par I ia
mentary musters (recruiting), and to surrender Warwick Castle to his, 
Northan1pton's, keeping; or to quote his report on this meeting 'make 
that place their gra,•es that stood in opposition.· Brooke naturally 
refused. Botl1 commm1ders then started to make morale-boosting martial 
speeches and threatening violence; d1ere was even a suggestion that the 
two peers might settle the business by single combat. Much of the rest of 
the day was spent in parleying - Brooke sent to Banbury for 
reinforcements. They duly arrived plus a pack of women who, very 
sensibly, had brought some food and drink with them. 

Further gentlemanly discussion took place and the outcome was a 
diplomatic compromise. Brooke should return the guns to Banbury 
Castle magazine and each commander pledged, on his honour, to give 
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three days' notice to the other before attempting to remove them. What 
this incident really highlights is that proceedings were still being 
conducted in a gentlemanly manner; also there was a marked reluctance, 
at that stage, for anyone to be seen firing the first shots of what would, 
inevitably, lead to a civil war. 

After retun1ing the guns to Banbury Castle, Brooke dashed off to 
London to report to Parliament with bis side of the story before tl1e 
propagandists got to work. Banbury in the meanwhile was in a great 
turmoil as the Royalists had already started a rumour of an attack on the 
town. Captain Fiennes sent to Northampton (the town) for rein
forcements; these duly arrived to find that they were not really needed. 
This then is where the Royalist skulduggery kicks-in, as the Royalists 
then started another rumour saying that as the garrison at Northampton 
was denuded of troops tb.ey would attack the town and go for the 
women. This served to have the Northampton troops scuttling back 
home leaving the Banbury garrison short of men. 

By Monday 8th August the town and the garrison's morale was so low 
that all that was needed to cl inch matters was for Northampcon to have 

three guns hauled up Crouch Hill, just over a mile south -west of 
Banbury, threatening the town. One might wonder how a half-a-ton of a 
land-gun could have been got up such a hill in such a short time; granted 
that Crouch Hill is a pimple of a hill on a plain but it is still just over a 

hw1dred feet high, and it is well out of range of any of the guns the local 
Royalists had at that time. Perhaps the Royalists just cunningly sowed 
the seeds of a rumour that they were going to do so. 

\Vhilst all this military postttring was going Oil there is on record the 
work ofa young, supposedly, parliamentary captain- Captain Austin (as 

it happens the Austin name was well known locally; they were a family 
of worthy, well respected citizens). Tb.is Captain Austin had turned-up in 
Banbury and reported himself to the garrison commander asking what 
might he usefully do. Fiennes sent him off to keep  an eye on, and 
encourage, the civilians who had been co - opted to strengthen the ou ter 
defences of the town. 

Austin, instead of doing what he had been told to, qu ietly suggested to 
the civilians working on the defences that they were wasting their time as 
tbe Royalists were too strong and they would be better off if they pulled in 
their families to the castle. Austin, at a time of much upset and doubt, 
represented authority as a man in uniform usually does; it appears they did 
just as he suggested - thus leaving the outer defences bare and unguarded. 

72 



Austin's work and the threat of Northampton's guns pomttDg at 
Banbury worked: during the evening of 711>;g•h August a royalist party of 
horse approached Banbury from the north, unhindered; they marched up 
to the Castle, with the Royalist commander of horse waving 
Northampton's commission of array, demanding the surrender of the 
guns and if they were oot surrendered then they would fire the town. 
Captain Fiennes surrendered the Castle magazine, intact, to 
Northampton's party at 4 pm on that g11> day of August, 1642. What this 
story does is to highlight, yet again, the very understandable reluctance 
for anyone to be seen to start a shooting war. 

As an end note: Captai n Austin, whoever he was, had style, as he sent 
someone to offer Captain Fiennes his farewells and bid him remember 
him! 1 've checked the Parliamentary Army List, of that time, and it lists 
only one officer in their army with the name Austin. He was recorded as 
having fought at Edgehill; I doubt very much if it would have beeo the 
same man. 

The second strand to this story follows straight on from the above 
action - Northampton had these guns hauled to his home at Compton 
Wynyates; the foUowing day be, the guns and his small army marched 
north to Warwick Castle. His intent was to lay siege to the castle and 
capture it with all U1e county munitions in revenge for Lord Brooke's 
pre-empting him by taking into custody the magazine at Coventry. 
According to a Parliamentary report 'they were confident  that the castle 
would be delivered up to them presently. 

The castle garrison was commanded, in the absence of Lord Brooke, 
by a sturdy experienced soldier, Lt Col Sir Edward Peto (he 
commanded, in detail, Lord Brooke's regiment of foot). Peto promptly 
turned down Lord Northampton's order to surrender tbe castle. 
Northampton gave him two hours to change his mind but he sent back an 
angry answer they might have taken his word at first .  Northampton then 
had the guns they had iaken from Banbury deployed against the castle. 
In siege terms these guns were nothing more than pop-guns - they 
would hardly have knocked a chip out of a stone let alone made any 
impression on a castle built to last! The Royalists gunners discharged 
ooe of the guns, Sir Edward replied with two guns - be then gave orders 
for his musketeers to blaze away at the Royalist anny. 

For some unknown reason Northampton had decided to billet himself 
that night in the Swan Inn, a pub just outside the castle - the castle 
garrison, on discovering this, took pot-shots at the pub which made him 
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remove his lodging .Tius upset Mrs King, proprietress of the Swan - as 

she, later, tried to extract £30 from the Parliamentary garrison in 
recompense for the loss of business expected from her noble guests. 

Northampton then ordered one of the guns to be hauled up to the top of 
the tower of the nearby church of St Nicholas, in a direct line of sight 
and only 300 yards from the castle. Sir Edward Peto obviously saw what 
was going on and had his gunners shoot at the church, so knoclcing-off 
one of the pinnacles, which made the Cavaliers stir. Nevertheless they 
then fired on the tower with one of the Banbury guns - ii broke all in  
pieces. A report stated that one of those pieces hurt Northampton's son, 
who happened to be standing nearby. The Royalists became convinced 
that these Parliamentary guns were poysoned, the siege party then 
decided to call it a day and retired, ostensibly to meet the King, who was 
reported to be on his way to Warwick. 

The tlurd strand in this story concerns the prepar ations, a little over two 
months later, for a fighting war by both sides. TI1e site of the Edgehill 
battlefield is abou t ten miles north-west of Banbury in Warwickshire, 
between the scarp called Edgehill and the small town ofKineton about 2½ 
miles north-west of i t .  The actual hill i s  about three miles long but is in 
fact part of a ridge that stretches for ten miles to the south-west. The 
battle, completely unplanned, took place on Sunday 23"' October, 1642-
it was then 1hat the population of England realized tbat Englishmen were 

going to kill Englishmen and they were serious abou t that business. 
I do not propose to revisit this battle. It has been written-up by many 

historians; most notably Brigadier Peter Young in 1967, who as befits 
the Royalist's Royalist, has the Royalists almost winning at Edgehill. 
The latest study, in 2004, by Chris Scott, Alan Turton and Dr Eric von 
Ami. is very well researched using material that Brigadier Young didn't 
have access to. However I will be homing in on the guns used by both 
sides. Colonel Alfred Burne in his magnum opus The 8alllefields of 
England is dismissive of the cannonade which ushered in the first great 
battle of the Civil Wars, saying 'They opened up with a rather feeble 
artillery duel - of technical interest to gunners only'. 

Historians, over the years, have generally believed that the guns 
played an unimportant part in the field operations of those days; that 
great historian, Sir Charles Firth, declared tha1 tbe 'King was at that 
period of the war very deficient in artillery [but] the Earl of Essex's 
army was liberally equipped with artillery'. Subsequent research shows 
this situation was in reverse! 
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So what artillery did the protagonists have on that fateful day? Having 
realized that his position in London was untenable, tl1e King left in 
January 1642 and with his small force marched to York, where he 
started to gather together an anny. On zoc1 July a small ship named the 
Providence arrived off the coast of Bridlington, a small port due west of 
York, carrying weapons, powder and ammunition. Charles' Queen had 
pawned her personal jewels and some of the Crown jewels in Holland to 
raise the necessary money to pay for these weapons. Part of the 
Providence's cargo was seven field-pieces - they were not designated. 

Later, Charles transferred his HQ to Nottingham where his banner was 
raised over the castle on 22nd August, the ancient symbol that the 
monarch was going to war and needing men for his service. 
Disappointingly for the King, few men did present themselves for 
service with their King, there was no flocking to his banner. 

Sir John Heydon, Charles' Lieutenant-General of Ordnance, a fine 
officer who had held tl1at post since 1627, was tasked with assembling a 
train of artillery. Heydon was a meticulous staff officer and recorder of 
events relating to the Royalist artillery throughout that war. He was a 
Norfolk man who had seen military service as a mercenary with one of 
the continental armies, probably as a gunner. He was reputed to have 
been a professional artilleryman and a good military administrator. 
Before die Civil War, Heydon had been responsible for supplying the 
armies feudally raised by the King with guns and military stores for his 
wars over the Scottish bishops ( 1639-40); he was also the military 
treasurer. From a historian's point of view Heydon's detailed recording 
of everything he did is manna from heaven. 

His Parliamentary opposite number, Lieutenant-General of Ordnance, 
Philibert Enunanuel de Boyes, was very different. Brigadier Peter 
Young sums him up with one word, useless; and, by a Parliamentary 
contemporary, as the anly man with confidence in his own ability. 
Forllmately for the Parliamentary army they had as their General of 
Ordnance the Earl of Peterborough. He was a competent civilian 
administrator, who must have worked directly to the equally competent 
Nicholas Cooke, who was de Boyes' assistant. 

Whilst at Nottingham, Heydon made a start on assembling an artillery 
train with the seven from the consignment from Holland. To these were 
added the remaining five guns of those captured from Banbury Castle on 
8th August. Charles' biggest problem was raising sufficient money to 
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purchase carriage-horses and wagons to move his artillery train - ii was 
estimated that the train would need 4 7 wagons to support it. Somehow 
four 10 five thousand pounds were scraped together, to purchase su itable 

wagons strong enough to carry heavy loads and survive a rough terrain, 
and to pay men to drive them. 

Charles and his army moved to Shrewsbury early in October .  It is 
likely that John Savage, Earl Rive rs, brought an additional five pieces 
with the regimen t of foot he had raised. James Stanley, Lord Strange 

(soon to inherit the Derby earldom). brought another three pieces; plus 
another four possibly from the Marqu is of Hertforcl, thus making a total 
of 25 field pieces in the Royalist train. By I 2111 October the Royalist 
army was considered fit for war, with Heydon reporting that the artillery 
·was in very good order'. Charles' aim was to advance on London, 
taking Brough1on and Banbury Castles on the way. 

The Royalist army left Shrewsbury on the 12th October, passing 
through Bridgnorth, Wolverhampton, Birmingham and Kenilworth, 
arriving at Southan1 in Warwickshire, twenty miles north of Banbury, on 
22nd October, having taken ten days to travel slightly less than a hundred 
miles; very good going bearing in mind it was October and roads were 

not metalled. Most of the officers and men would have been completely 
strange to such arts of war as movement of large bodies of foot and 
horse and a train of guns. There were no road maps available then. Few 
officers would have been able to afford a watch, and even less a 
compass. 

The King based himself at Edgco1e House, abou1 eight miles due east 
of Edgehill Gust in Northamptonshire), the home of Sir Toby Chauncy. 
Here, he and his staff made plans for an infan try brigade, with 
supporting artillery, to take Banbury Castle. The King allocated the four 
largest of his guns for this task, with a Mr William Betts nominated as 

the chief gunner. 11 is so rare to have a name for someone so low down 
the military chain of command. 

Now to the business of assembling guns for the Parliamentary anny, As 
I have already said one wishes they had a lieutenant-general of ordnance 

of the calibre of Sir John Heydon. Interestingly the Parl iamentary Anuy 
List records the names of 46 officers of the train of artillery, including 
even Edward West, their commissary for draught-horses. The Royalist 
anny on the other band does not list any of U1e officers serving with their 
train of artillery - most likely because technically they came under the 

pre-war Board of Ordnance now within the purlieu of Parliamen t. 
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The Parliamentary anny assembled, mainly, at Worcester in 
September; by then its train of artillery consisted of 46 pieces, seven of 
which were mortars. This anny was unable to move until I gm October, 
because it just was not ready. Robert Devereux, Earl of Essex, captain
general of the Parliamentary army, had been a professional soldier 

serving as a continental mercenary. He was competent, but not known as 
an energetic officer. However from the start he firmly adhered to the 
idea that the King should be the first to take the initiative in 'this war 
without an enemy', famously said by Sir William Waller - this, of 
course, coloured Essex's early strategy. 

Essex's general plan was to get ahead of the Royalist army, in order to 
stand in its way as it approached London. I n the even, the Parliamentary 
army fetched up at the small Warwickshire town of Kioeton on 22nd 

October, with an estimated artillery train of 16 guns, with 7 more still on 
the way. TI1e type of the guns, known to have been in the train, were 12 
and 6 pounders and some 3 pounder Drakes - what mix eventually 
ended-up on the battlefield is not known for sure. It is thought that only 
16 of the already mentioned guns were present on the battlefield (once 
again, oh for a Parliamentary Sir John Heydon!). 

Quartermaster parties, f rom both sides, were sent out on that night of the 
22nd October to find forage and billets - it was at Wonnleighton when 
parties from both sides bumped into each other doing precisely the same 
thing. The Royalist soldiers were quicker off the mark; lhey captured the 
Parliamentary party aod conveyed them to Prince Rupert who as it 
happened was billeted close- b y- at Wormkighton Manor house. 

These captives talked, saying the Parliamentary army was based arow1d 
Kineton -bearing in mind there was no Geneva Convention in those days, 
also there was certainly no concept of security - both officers and soldiers 
talked about what they were doing when captured. By then it was wel l  
after midnight when Prince Rupet1 promptly rode over to where the King 
was billeted, suggesting to him that they should fight that day - Sunday 
23.i October. The king agreed - the rest, as they say, is history. 

The fourth and final strand to the story of these, by now, very ex
Parliamentary guns, is an account of an attack on Broughton Castle on 
Friday 28,i, October, conducted by no less a personage than Prince 
Rupert - just five days after the Edgehill battle and the day after the 
garrison of Banbury Castle surrendered to the Royalist army. Why did 
the commander of the King's army personally conduct this attack on 
what was, ostensibly, the home an English colmtry peer? 
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Broughton Castle, sited about three miles south-west of Banbury, was 
the home of William Fiennes, I" Viscount Saye & Sele and 8'" Baron: it 
had been the Fiennes family home since 1377. The family, in the 
seventeenth century, were solidly Puritan, firmly believing that the King 
should conduct his affairs within the law of the land, that be should work 
hand-in-hand with Parliament and not raise illegal taxes or sell titles, 
also he should not interfere with the religious beliefs of his subjects. 

Lord Saye bad raised, equipped and paid for a regiment of foot and a 
troop of horse; three of his four sons also raised troops of horse; the 
regiment of foot and the troops of cavalry bad all been participants 
in the recent battle at Edgehill. The house, therefore, was only lightly 
garrisoned, most probably by 'lob' (men left out of battle) from tbe foot 
and horse. Rupert was Charles' nephew and commander of his horse. 
His terse diary entry recording this attack says '28 My Lord Sayes howse 
taken·. This brief entry hides, as ever, an interesting story (see also my 
article in C&CH.14.3, Summer 1998). 

William Fiennes, Lord Saye & Sele, educated at Winchester and New 
College, Oxford, was a very high-profile, powerful and influential 
Parliamentary politician. He was known and respected, by both sides for 
his political sagacity, hence his nickname 'Old Subtlety·. A forthright 
man who had defied the king on two, very public, occasions: tbe first 
time be ended up under house arrest, the second in the Fleet prison. 
Nevertheless Lord Saye was such a powerful man that, very soon after 
he was discharged from the Fleet prison, he was elevated, by the King, 
to a viscountcy. 

As to the attack on Broughton Castle - Prince Rupert's warrant 
authorizing the attack was signed by Charles himself, and the 
warrant allocating his supporting artillery was signed by Sir John 
Heydon. Rupert was assigned seven artillery pieces; they were: 2 x 
demi-cannons, 2 x culverins, I x 121b bullets and 2 x Jib x bullets 
(these were the captured parliamentary guns; Heydon seems to 
have always recorded them specifically  by the weight of ball). 
Heydon's warrant even listed the number of shovels and 
wheelbarrows for this operation. Tbe cannon and culverins were 
guns associated with sieges and were appropriate for the possible 
task at hand. On the other hand. the guns designated by  weight 
are considered, by most historians, to have indicated that they 
were the captured Parliamentary g1111s. Could an impish thought 
have crossed Sir John's mind when he allocated the three captured 
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Parliamentary guns to be used for the attack on a prominent, 
Parliamentary stronghold? Such irony -a delicious thought, I must own. 

Again we have the meticulous Heydon to thank for the details, as he 
even named the artillery officers allocated to Prince Rupe,t's artillery 
train: the three Gentlemen of the Ordnance (equivalent to subaltem 
officers) were Mr Stone, Mr Snedall and Mr Merrit; and, for good 
measure, we have the names of the five Conductors (senior NCOs) used 
as whippers-in and scouts: tl1ey were Messrs Emmerson, Gold, Sumpter, 
Cartington, and one unnamed fellow. 

The house was duly attacked on 28111• With seven large artillery pieces 
pointed at I.hem, plus Prince Rupert's considerable force of foot and horse, 
the garrison had little choice but to surrender. It is recorded that much 
time was then taken-up with parleying about acceptable terms of 
surrender, but it was all over in 24 hours. 

In a room at the top of Broughton Castle, where it is said that Lord 
Saye and many very senior Parliamentary poli1icians and businessmen 
met to plot how to bring the King to heel, are displayed five assorted 
iron shot. TI1ese were dredged up from the surrounding moat during a 
clean- u p  in the late eighteenth century. For many years I was a guide at 
Broughton so I was able to measure and weigh these shot. I sent al I the 
details with photographs to the late Captain Adrian Caruana who was, 
then, in tl1e middle of writing the second volume of his magnum opus on 
muzzle-loading, maritime artillery. He identified the shot as matching 
the guns allocated to Rupert. The Parliamentary report of this action, 
daled 5111 November, said 'It is certain 1hat Prince Roberi [Rupert] hath 
plundered the lord Saye his house ... . and taken away his deere ... and 
they brake down the parke pales to let them 0111. ' 

Returning to Edgehill, I have not indulged in speculation as 10 how the 
guns were deployed during the battle - nobody is entirely sure how 
either side used their guns. There has been plenty of intelligent guessing 
by historians over tl1e centuries; but the teaching in the then current 
manual for artillerists said that a gun was better 'posted on an eminence, 
since a ball travels with greater.force downhill than uphill'. 

What is known is that during the battle an observant civilian, 
sympailietic to the royalist cause (I rather think it was Edward Hyde, 
then confidential advisor to Charles, and tutor to the two Royal Princes, 
who were all presem at the battle), noted that the Royalists were finding, 
10 their cost, when they had initially deployed tl1eir heavy guns facing 
down the very steep Edgehill towards the Parliamentary am1y, that their 
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shot went straight into the sofi ground in front of the enemy's foot n,e 

hill where these gw1s were deployed is shown on some maps as Bullet 
Hill (iron cannon balls were often referred to as bullets in written reports). 

By 1646, the octogenarian William Eldred (Master Gunner to Dover 
castle for sixty years) was writing with great confidence in his manual 
for artillerists 'The Gunners Glasse' 'The danger is not so great as you 
think, for the ball that cometh from the height shall fall i1110 the earth 
bury itself there. ' What is known is that a local man, a Mr Hoisted, 
surveyed the battlefield in detail in February 1643, mapping where each 
army was drawn up and how the guns were deployed, including the sites 
of the graves of those who were slain. Sadly it appears that no historian, 
to date, has ever seen this map .  Mayhap someone will tum-up, one day, 
at an Antiques Roadshow presenting the lovely Fiona Bruce with a dusty 
old box with this map inside - now that would be a find! 
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BANBURY ACADEMY: 1797 - 1908 

Jeremy Gibson 

The Banbury Academy was founded in J 797 by its first Headmaster, the 
Reverend Peter Usher. For much of the nineteenth century it was the 
leading educational establishment in Banbury. Usher was succeeded by 
the Reverend Thomas Searle, and he, in J 824, by Mr Samuel Hill. After 
thirty years, his successor, in 1854, was Mr William Hartley, whose own 
headmastership continued for almost another thirty, until 1883. Mr 
TI1omas H. Huscroft only remained until 1890, and Mr John Durrant was 
Headmaster at the time of the Academy's Centenary. This was celebrated 
at the White Lion Hotel on Tuesday, March 23rd, 1897. 

All this, and more, information comes from the fortuitous survival of 
the menu for the occasion, elegantly printed by, of course, Cheney and 
Sons. Present amongst almost a hundred Old Boys was, of course, Mr 
G(eorge] G[ardner] Cheney. To respond to the toast of "The Former 
Masters" were the venerable Mr Hartley himself, and Mr R. Usher of 
Bodicote, grandson of the original Peter Usher. The school's location is 
easily identified from the drawing of the building printed on ilie menu 
(and onr cover), still familiar on the no1th-west comer of Horse Fair.' 

More light on the origins of Banbury Academy (or Banbury School, as 
it was sometimes lmown) comes from an article by Amherst 0. Tysson, 
DCL, MA, on 'The Old Meeting House, Banbury, aod its successor the 
Unitarian Church' .2• Presbyterian ism had been strong in Banbury since 
the later seventeenth century. The property on which the present church 
stands was acquired in 1716 and even then had a congregation of 600. 
The ministry of Stephen Davies (d.1739) lasted thirty years and he was 
succeeded by his son-in - law, George Hampton. Towards the end of his 
long life, in 1796, Hampton's views tended in the Unitarian direction. 

Meanwhile the original barn had been replaced by a Meeting House 
built around 1742. Relations between this congregation and the 
Anglicans were so good that, during the period of demolition of the old 
parish church in 1790 and the seven years of its rebuilding, the two 
amicably shared the Presbyterian Meeting House. 

1 See 'A Victorian Childhood', 'Dolly' Bromley, C&CH.17.9 (2009). pp.296-7. 
Transactions of the Unitarian Hl,torical Society, vol. I, 1918, pp.276-302. 
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Thus Hamplon's successor, Peter Usher, was able. soon after his 
appointment, to be married, to Rebecca Ward, in his own Dissenters' 
Meeting House on I o•h July 1797. One of his first acts was to start the 
school that was to become Banbury Academy, in the Minister's House, 
which was that still adjacent to the Meeting House itself. 

Thus the school must have been established by the time an advertise -
ment, dated 20"' Nov. I 798, appeared in Jackson's Oxford Journal: 

At BANBURY, OXON. After the CHRISTMAS RECESS. January 21". WILL BE 
OPENED A BOARDING SCHOOL for YOUNG GENTLEMEN, where stri ct 
Attention will be paid to their Morals, and great Care 1aken to instruct tl1em 
in the ENGllSH and LATIN LANGUAGES; and in WRITI NG, ARITiiMETIC, and 
GEOGRAPHY; by TI1e Rev. P. USHER; and Assistant. 

Terms, per Annum, Washing included, 20 Guineas. Entrance, l Guinea 

Whilst no other record of life in those early years is known, one of the 

speakers at the Centenary,3 Mr Alban Buller, a fom1er pupil who had 
first suggested the event, "had sometimes tried to picture to himself what 
Banbury Academy was like a hundred years ago. He supposed at that 
time there were no steel pens and blotting pads, and the thousand and one 
appliances which helped so much in these days of modem education ... 
(ll] had constantly kept before it a practical education, which should be 
of use in daily life ... All that had been practical he had gained - with 
some measure of success - within the walls of that time-honoured 
school... 1 f their school had not brought out a good many famous men, it 
had brought out a great many good men ... it [was] far better for a school 
to strike a high average than to devote its energies to a few geniuses to 
the exclusion of the rank and file ... " 

Peter Usher retired from the ministry in I 814, although he was to live 
40 more years in Bodicote (he died c. 1853). The school had flourished 
(then known as Banbury School) but already, in 1811, he had made it 
over to T homas Searle, formerly a minister of an Independent Chapel in 

Church Lane. Searle must then have become tenant of the Minister's 
House, his rent going to the minister's stipend. Even so, it seems that the 
schoolroom in the house was used for the Girls' Sunday School until 1850. 

lo 1824 the school changed hands again, passing to Samuel Hill. He and 
bis daughter appear in Rusher's Directory from 1832 to 1855 as living in the 

Horse-fair, and keeping respectively. Gentlemen's and Ladies' Schools. 
Jackson's Oxford Journal provides another brief g.l impse oflhe School: 

' The Centenary was reported at length in the Banbury Guardian. March 1897. 
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BANBURY ACADEMY (Lately conducted by the Rev. T. SEARLF..) 
S. Hl LL, av ail s h i mself o f  th e pr esent opp ortu nity of expre ssin g h i. s  s incere 
thank s t o  his friends and t he  pu b l ic ,  f or the li b er al patron age he h as 

experie nce d since hi s en tering upon the ab ove conce m; an d o f  solic it ing a 
conti nuance of the ir supp ort. 

S. H .  flattet ·s himself that the sy stem wh ich he adopt s will be fou nd 10 
com b ine every thing essenti al LO f orm the char acter, an d i mpro ve the 
un derst anding o f  his pupil s; an d by the co mmu nicati on of u se ful kno wledge 
to pr epar e  them for the mo st re spectable situ ation in life. The disci pl ine of 
the School is str ict .  though nol sev er e; an d in e ve r y  dep artment of le arning 
it is h is aim to give them a s ol id r ather than a superfic ial acqu aintance wit h 
the variou s su b jects brought under their notice - For te st imo nie s of the 
progress which h is P upils have m ade u nder thi s s ystem, h e  wishes to re fer 
to the p arents of tho se ch ildren committed to h is care. 

T he School wiU reopen on Mon day, Jan. I 0, 1825. 

Samu el Hill's r egi me con tin ued for twice th e l en gth of h is 
pr edecessors, un t il 1854, an d a further advertisemen t, of l Jul y 1841, 
Hor se fair,  updates its facilit ies: 

BAJIIBURY ACADEMY. ACKNOWLEDGING with &>ralit ude the confi dence 
rep <>s cd in h im b y  the P arents o f  the YOUNG GEN"n,.. EMEN commit te d  10 his 
care, M R. HILL beg s to an nounce th at the du ties of his S cho ol will be 
re sumed o n  Mo nday, July I 91". 

Conn ect ed with the Est ablishmen t  is an extensive Libr ary, e spec ially 
selected  for the u se of yo ung per sons; an d a c ollec tio n of Ph ilo so ph ic al 
Instrum en ts, 10 wh ich t he pupils h ave acce ss, an d to the use of wh ich the ir 
atte n tion, at due intervals, is dire cte d. 

The Frenc h l ang uage i s t au g h t  b y  a nat iv e o f  Fr ance .  
No e xtra ch arge for French an d Latin. 

Con firm at ion t l1at th e Ac adem y  did in deed incl ude "a n ative of F rance" 
in the e st abl ish ment is pro v ided, together with t he first detail ed 
impression of th e scho ol an d its i nhab itan ts, b y  the I 841 cen sus,' t aken 
only a few weeks earlier. Th is, like sub seq uent cen suses, conv en ien tly 
occurred during t erm-t ime ; th us n ot on l y  arc staff in r esi den ce n ame d, 
b ut al so t h e  boys wh o were boarders. It must b e  home in min d t h at 
dou b tl ess o ther st aff l ive d el se wh ere an d man y of th e 'sch ol ars' woul d 
h av e  b een day-b oys liv in g at h ome. 

' Chr ist in e Bloxham kin dly pr ovided me wit h  facs im il es of the 1841-1901 
censu ses, an d Barrie Tr inder h as helpe d gre atl y  ";u, de ciph er ing pupil s· name s 

and b irth places. Unless shown oth er wise the l atte r  are in Oxfordsh ire. 
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On 6th June I 841 at 37 Horse Fair (later to be re-numbered as 2 l )  were 

Samuel Hill, schoolmaster, aged 40, Mary Hill, 45, and Alicee [sic} Hill 
aged 40, all born outside the county. Louis Bedele, 20. born in 'Foreign 

Parts' was a teacher in residence. Adults· ages were to the nearest five 
years. William Hartley, the future headmaster, and James Fisher, both 
aged only I 5, were also [student] teachers, born in Oxfordshire. 

There were 26 boarders. Of these only ten were born in the county, but 
then of course they were boarders (and county boundaries were near). In 

the following I ist for ease of consultation surnames are given first, with 
ages, and those born outside the county are asterisked. All are described 
as 0scholar'\ 

Herben, Richd., 15* 
Pearce, Rich d. 12 • 
Collett. Sam!., 14* 
Douglas, William, 15* 
Wells, Wm., 13* 
Stranks, Wm., 12• 
Middleton, Wm., 14* 
Waters. Wm .• 1 1  • 
Hammcrton, Ed .• 14* 
Margetts, Edd .. 8 
Bull, Edd., 12 
Holtom. George, 14* 
Reading. George. 14* 

1841. 
Page, George. 12* 
Faulkner. David, 14 
•do. • , John. 12 

Greaves. John, 1 2  
Page, James, I o• 
Slatter, Joseph, 14 
Hammerton. Thos., 12• 
Na�bey, 1110s .. 9 
Baker, Henry, 13 
Nasbey. Hen.ry, 7 
Graves. Henry. 9* 
Grimbley, Fredk .. 12 
Cave, Pbilip. I 4 

In addition there were three servants: Ann Goffe (20), Ann Simpson 

and Reuben Hall (both I 5). 
The 1841 census does not give place of birth, but lluee Banbury 

baptisms have been identified. Thomas and Henry Nasbey were sons of 
Thomas Nasbey, a wine merchant in Parsons Lane, and his wife Jane, 
baptised February 1832 and January 1834. They had a yoLuiger brother, 
George William (1835) and sister Mary (1837). Nasbey had presumably 
inherited the business from his father, also Thomas, who died in 1828. 
I-le himself disappears from the Rusher' s  Directory in 1848: bu t another 

Nasbey, probably from a later generation, attended the Centenary Dinner. 
Frederick Grimbley was son of Richard, a High Street grocer, and 

Elizabeth, baptised January 1829. Richard Grimbley continued until 
I 843, bu t in 1844 he was replaced by an elder brother of Frederick, 
James Grimbley (baptised January 1819, when his father was a brandy 
mer chant in West Street). 
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With 1851 (30th March) much more information is available. The 
Academy is identified as such, at 37 Horse Fair. Samuel Hm, school
master, is 50 and had been bom in London. He was now married to Jane, 
aged 49, born at Fringford, Oxon. They had two visitors, Mary Gilkes, a 

farmer's wife, 50, born at Sandford, Oxon., and Elizabeth Hawkins, a 
farmer's daughter, 27, born at Merton. There were two married nurses, 
Ano Saul, 47, and Elizabeth Abrahams, 57, wife of a Banbury tailor 
(presumably James Abraham, in Church Lane); and three servants. 

TI1ere were three school assistants: William Hartley, 27, son of a 
Bodicote publican (in Rusher 's Directory, 1832 and 1833, Edward Richard 
Hartley offered "gent's board & day" at Bodicote); William Pennington, 
18, son of a Homerton (Mid,Uesex) gentleman; and Joseph Saul, aged only 
13, son of a Banbury banker's clerk. There were 28 "scholar" boarders. 

1851. Name. age.father 's occupation, birthplace. [N = Nha11ts. ;  W. = Wanvs.] 
Anker, William, I 0, farmer, Cropredy Knibb, Edward, 13, farmer, Fenny 
- do. - .  Samuel, 9, his brother Compton, W. 
Bawcutt, Henry, 12, fanner, Priors Mole, Charles, 15, fanner, Priors 

Marston, W. Marston, W. 
Bleek, Alli-cd, 12, fanner, Weston, N.  Mitchell, Alexander, 9, farmer, 
Borton, James, 14, fanner, Cropredy London 
Claridge, Charles, 13 [bapt. Jan 1838, - do. - , David, 8, his brother 

son of Richard & Elizabeth), Painter, Henry, 11, fanner, Souldem 
carpenter, [High Streetj Banbury Potter, William, 15, fanner, Moreton 

Davis, Richard, 13 [bapt. May 1837, Pinkney. N. 
son of Richard & Mary,joincr], car- Richards, Edw·.rrd, 14, steward, 
penter, [Calthorpe Lane) Banbury London 

Griffin, John, 14, fanner, Stoeklon, W. Shepherd, Joseph, 13, innkeeper, 
Griffin, Thomas, 13. farmer, Bicester 

'Famboro', W. Taylor, John, 13, fanner, Shutford 
Hall. George, 15, grocer, Dunchurch, W. Veasy, Samuel, 9, merchant, Dublin, 
Harbage, James, 12, fam1er, Fenny Ireland 

Compton, W. Wilson, Daniel, 12, fanner, Chipping 
- do. - , William, 11, his brorl1er Warden, N. 

Hanall, Thomas, 16, grocer, Shutford Woolgrove, Isaac, 13, builder, 
Jones. John, I 0, fanner. Overthorpe, N. Deddington 
Kingerlee, George, 12, painter, Wilkins, Thomas, 12, fanner, 

Blockley, Worcs. Middleton [Cheney?), N. 

Unsurprisingly, there is a preponderance of farmers' sons, several from 
some distance in Warwickshire, a grocer's son from Dunchurch, and, 
unusually, a merchant's son born in Dublin. Only two are from Banbury 
families, both carpenters' sons, one in the dubious Calthorpe Lane. 
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The old Minister's House, Horse Fair, Banbwy. The roof of Hartley 's 
addi1io11 can be seen �-1e11di11g behind rhe original building. 

In 1854 Samuel Hill was succeeded as headmaster of the Academy by 
William Hartley (fonner student teacher in 1841 and by I 851 school 
assistant),5 Four years later by an agreement with the (Unitarian) Church 
(7th June 1858) he held the schoolhouse as tenant at an annual rent of £45 
(as previously paid by Hill). However Hartley had already laid out £50 
upon the property and was willing to spend £250 more on having a lease 
for 21 years at the same rental. In the event he spent a much larger sum 
in order to build the addition to the old house which runs along the side 
of the Leys. 

So, come the census of 7th April 1861, William Hartley, unmarried, 
37, had been "Schoolmaster", and "Head" of family, since 1854 .  He was 
supported by Ellen Radford, "Ldy Supr.", unmarried, 34, born at 
Waterstock. There were three resident assistant masters: John Durrant, 
23, bom at Parham in Suffolk (he was to become Headmaster in 1890), 
and William Shephard, 21, born at Little Bealings in the same county; 
the third was Auguste Lalse, 22, "Profr. of Fr. Classics & Mathematics", 
a French subject, of "Cherburg". There were also two "Scholastic 
Professors", otherwise "Asst. Pupils", Job Smith. 21. born at Witney, and 
Richard M. Taylor, 19, born at Banbury. 

5 for some personal details about this seeming!)• respectable man, see Vic1oria11 
Banl>uryshire: Three Memoirs, ed. Barrie Trindcr, BHS 33, 2013, p. I 0. 
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The establishment required a cook, Rebecca Adams, 20, a housemaid, 
Margaret Shippeley, 21, a kitchen-maid, Elizabeth Thornton, I 8, and a 
manservant, Richard Paton, 17. 

Frustratingly the boarders' relationship to the 'Head of the Family' [ie, 
household] is given as 'Pupil', and 'Scholar' replaces tl1e boys' father's 

occupation provided in 1851. Names are in census order. 

1861. Name. age, birthplace. [B. • Buck.s.; N = Nlumts.: W. = Wanvs.] 
Holiday, Frederick D., 17, Baynards Heydon, John E., 8, Hook Norton 

Green [see p.(H':j 9-' Holt. George R., 14, Grendon, B. 
Anderton, John, 13, Sugarswcll Ho. Jones, James, 12, Wardington 
Abbotts, Jeffrey. 13. Banbury Kilby, Charles R., 13. Stea [or Nea?

] 

Bennett, Joseph W .. 13, Oatley Hill Park Farm, B. 
Bennett, John, 12, Epwell Hutchings, William M .. 11. 
Coleman, Frederick D., 12, Lillle Sheffield, Yorks. 

Tew Lamboum,Lenord, 16, Biddlesden. B. 
Denne, Charles E., I 0, Winslow. B. Mann, William, 14, Brookhampton, 
Eustace, Frederic, 11, Steeple Worcs.[?] 

Claydon, B. Maning, Samuel R .. 16, Wes[t]cott 
Eustace, Samuel, I 0, his brother Barton 
Fountaine, Edward, 14, Betlow Matthews, John, 11, £pwell 

[Fann, Cheddington]. Herts. May, Thomas, 15, Stoke Lyne 
Fow,taine, Charles, 12, his brother Malsbury, Joseph, 15, • Boddington, N. 
Fountaine, Frederic, 13, Stoke Parker, Thomas, 12, Wootton 

Hanunond, B. Reading, Richard, 14, Fenny 
Fountaine, George H., 13, bis brother Compton, W. 
Foumaine, Thomas F., 13, Bedford Reeve, Henry. 12, Bethnal Green. 
French, George fas., 12, Jlanwell Midd.x. 

Castle Roots, Henry, 14, Poodle Farm 
French, William, I 0, his brother [Godington] 
Gardner, William B., 11, Dodicote Stalworthy, William J.N., 12, 
Gauthom, John, 13, Kiddem1inster. Waterperry 

Worcs. Thompson, George, 12, Eydon, N. 
Gearing, George E., 11, Bampton Wady, Thomas 0., 13, Warmington. 
Griftin, Edmund, 14, Famborough. W. W. 
Goosey, William H., 14, Bicester Walker, Edward J., 11, Coventry, W. 
Harbage, Edward, 14, Wardington Williamson, Thomas U., 12, 
Hazlewood, Daniel, 13, Wythibrook. Coventry, W. 

W. Pot1er, William, 13. Homton 
Hazlewood, Thomas, 10, his brother Coles, Joseph. 13, Ratley Grange, W. 
Heydon, William H., 11, Hook Busby,Sarnuel, 13, Deddington 

Norton Rob<."11.� William H., 12, Wobum, Beds. 
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This year of 1861 saw the Academy at the peak of its prosperity, with no 
less than 49 boarders.6 The range of birthplaces of the pupils is wide, though 
paren(s did not necessarily live now where they had a decade or more 
earlier. The impression is lhat the status of the parents was going up too, 
with addresses like Sugarswell tlouse, Hanwell Castle, and Ratley Grange, 
though their occupants may well have been farmers like many of the rest. 

TI1e following year Jackson's Oxford Journal gives us a tiny glimpse 
of school life, in a cricket report on 30th August 1862: 

BANBURY ACADEMY v. WESTBURY. - This match, between eleven 
pupils of Mr Hartley's Academy and eleven young gentlemen of Westbury, 
chosen by W. Barrington, Esq., and Mr. Newitt, was played on the 22nd 

inst., and, afler a very interesting game, was decided in favour of the 
Academy by 54 runs. Banbury Academy, 37 and 93; total, I 30; Westbury, 
35 and 41; total, 76. After the game both parties returned to the Academy, 
where an excellent collation was kindly provided for them by Mis. Hartley, 
whose health, in conjunction with that of Mr. Hartley's. was proposed and 
received with an enthusiastic demonstration of feeling that was most 
pleasing to witness, and told how deeply they were esteemed and loved, not 
only by the pupils oflheir own academy, but also by tl1eir Westbury visitors. 

With the passage of another ten years a personal interest arrives, for by 
1871 my great-grandparents Henry and Eleanor Stone had moved into 
the house at the northern end of Horse Fair, by then numbered No.22. 

Henry Stone, son of a Banbury waggon master,' had been a bookseller 
in tl1e town since around 1840. and had married Eleanor Cash of 
Coventry. Lo 1869 he was given a patent for a filing-box, invented by 
his brother-in-law, .Joseph Cash, to develop and exploit. The couple had 
been in Leamington and Coventry but had now returned to Banbury. 

Thus established in No. 22 Horse Fair on 2nd April 187 L were Henry 
Stone, aged 53, Bookseller Stationer, born at Banbury, his wife Eleanor, 
50, bom at Coventry, and their six-year-old daughter Sarah E[leanor] 
(whom 1 remember as [Great-] Aunt Nellie). Their elder sons Henry and 
Lewis would have themselves been away al boarding school. However, 
in addition to their servant Mary D. Brewer, significantly the Stones bad 
as a visitor Mary A. Clarke, aged 20, a Fancy Box Maker born in 
Coventry. One only hopes they quickly became inured to the noise of 
scores of boys boarding next door at the Academy. 

• In fact The Stranger's Guide to Banbury, C&CH 18.1 (2009). p.26, claims it 
had "at present [probably 18661 nearly seventy boarders." 

1 See 'The Immediate Route from the Metropolis .. .', C&C/f. 12.1 (1991), pp.10-24. 
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No. 22 Horse Fair, lwme of Henry Stone, demolished around 1904 and 
replaced by Clmrch House. Graham & Waters, Banbury Past & Presem. 

The 1871 census, taken that 2•• April, l:las William Hartley, by now 
47, described as "Schoolmaster Landowner", but also as "Widr." - l:lis 
had been a sadly short-lived marriage.i His 20 year-old niece Miriam E. 
Hartley, the daughter of a Burford farmer, was a visitor, with Martha 

Mills, 32, as resident housekeeper. 
John Durrant, future headmaster, had gone, and as assistant school

masters there were Scottish-born James Copeland, 31, and Ffarillgton [sic] 
Power, 23, appropriately born at Farington [ unidentified] in Lancashire. 

There was also Charles Henry Hands, 20, "Apprenticed to teaching'', 
bom at Daventry, Northants. The housekeeper was supported by a cook, 
three teenage maids and a boy, 14, a general servant. 

TI1ere were 34 boarders, 15 less than in 1861, but maybe there were 
more dayboys to make up the mm1bers. Once again the only relevant 
information supplied is name, age and birthplace, their 'relationship' to 
the 'Head of family' being 'pupil' and occupation 'scholar'. 

The only relatively distant birthplaces are Brighton in Sussex, 
Leighton Buzzard in Bedfordshire and Leighton in Huntingdonshire, and 
London itself. However, even in Oxfordshire, places such as Thame, 
Standlake and Han[d]borough are far from local. 

' Hartley had married Ellen Radford, his 'Lady Supcrintendanl'. late in 1861, 
but she died in 1870. Victorian Banburyshire: Three Memoirs, p. I 0. 
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1871. Name. age. birthplace. [N • Nhants. ; W � Warws.] 
Han cox, Joseph, 14, Denis [?), W. 
Haynes, William J., 1 2.  Middle 

Barton 

Ad kins, John, 13, Mollin gton 
Adkins, Thoma s F. , G r e a t  Bo ur ton 
Adkins, Fr ed e rick W. , 8 ,  G reat wor th, 

N. 

Askew, William, 13. Lon g  Buckb y. 
N. 

Birds ey,  Thomas C .  15, Lei gh ton 
Buzzard, Bed s .  

Bury, Lionel J., 14, Brail e s ,  W. 
Bury, Charles, 12, his br oth er 
Chaund y, R ichard J .. 13, Oxfo rd 
Cbaundy , Thoma s, J., I 0. Souldem 
Cooper, Ed win W. , 14, Wicken, N. 
Cu rtis, Charles. 12, rriors Mars ton , 

w. 
Douglas, George S., 11, Ed gco tt ,  N. 
Ea gle ,  Richard,  12, Standlake 
Edwards, Emest, 1 2 ,  Over Nor ton 
E d wards, Thoma s ,  11, Lc arnin gto n ,  

w. 

Gale, A rthur, 1 2 ,  Lei ghton, Hunts .  
G riffin, Thomas W. , 12, Lad b rook 

H ill, W. 

Hopkins. D a ni e l,  14. Sh en ington, 
Glos. 

Hu tc hings, James W., 14. Banbury 
Jemmett, HenfY, 14, Thame 
Lindon. John H., 14,Radway , W. 
Ma rshall, Jo hn Di x, 1 2,  Ho mton 
Middleton . Wil l ia m, 13, Shenin gton, 

Glos. 
Pa ge, G eorge J. , 12, Br ighton. 

Sus s e x 

Parke r, Ed win, 15, Ha ndborou gh 
Phillip s, Willia m, 13, Thame 
Po tter,  John Clelan, 14, Moreton 

Pinkney. N. 
Pullan, Henry Wal ker, 11, London 
$co ll, John O., Kir tlington 
Sha rp, Sa muel F. I 5, Th enford Mill, 

N, 
Ward, Thomas W., 14, Woodf ord. N. 
Wh eildon, John, 12, Gaydon, W. 

Come 3rd A pril 1881 and th e A cademy was v ery ev iden tl y  in d e cline, 
wit h onl y  si xt e en b oarders ,  th ree of th os e bom at a distan ce. Will iam 
Har tl ey ,  now 57, had his n iece Miriam, 30, as h ous ekeep er, with a c o ok 
and two oth er servants. Th ere wa s on ly on e r e sid en t  assistant master, 
Thomas Y. Bethell , 23, "Teach er of Engli sh ,  Scienc e etc.", bom at 
Lav erton , Somers et. 

1881. Name, age, birlhplace. /N = Nhanls. : W. = w,,,ws.j 
Note. Very difficult handwriting. 

An ker, Wil liam ,  13, Lcamin gton, W. Green, John, 12, Lon g Fu rlong, N. 
Bluely (Bas eley], Arthur G . ,  14, Haynes, Ernest, 13, Barton 

Wormle igltton, W. Jaques, Joseph. 13, Goldicote ,  Worcs. 
Coleman, John W., 14, Nct herswell, Kelby, Thomas S., 10, Kiddi ngton 

Es s e x  Radford , James, 12, Wendlebury  
Fl yn es, John ,  10, Ston eton Sal m on , William H., 15, Tadmar ton 

(Worml ei ghton], N. Salmon, William [sic}, 13, - do. 
G ool le [Go od e ], Will iam S., 13, Tu rner, 11ioma s G., 14, Hel [l ]id on, N. 

So utham, W. Upton, G erald N., 14, Wool wich, Ke nt 
- do. - , John F., 1 2,  - do. - Walker, Hor a ce. 12, Fellingham, Lines. 
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A few years earlier Hartley's lease was nearing expiry. An agreement 
on 30th January 1879 was made for a further seven years at a much 
greater rental of £80 p.a. Those being up, Hartley terminated his tenancy 
of the school at Christmas 1886. [n fact he had been succeeded as 
headmaster in 1883 by Thomas Hopton Huscroft, who from 1887 took 
on the tenancy, though the church could only obtain £60 p.a. for the 
lease. TI1is was in turn tennioatcd in I 890, to be taken on by Huscroft's 
successor as headmaster, John Durrant. For him it was a return, as he 
had been "headmaster" under Hartley as "Principal" in 1861. 

Thus on 5th April 1891 it was Durrant, then aged 49 and born al 
Parham in Suffolk, that the census recorded as head of household and 
schoolmaster at 21 Horse Fair; together with his wife Frances and four 
grown children. Of these the younger pair, Fanny, 19, was a governess 
and Harry, 18, a student. Ernest W. Pocock, 28, born at Rede, also in 
Suffolk, was assistant "tutor in school", and there were two domestic 
servants. Of boarding "scholars'' there were just ten. 

1891. Name. age, birthplace. [N = Nhants.; W. = Wmws.] 
Taylor, Richard [-], 14, Barton Blake, Frank C., 13, l'armoor 
Gorton, Hemy S., 14, Birmingham Cooper, Harry J.V., 14, Tackley 
Gorton, John Jos., 11,  - d". - Berridge, Peter, 11, Somerton 
Wrighton, Horace, 14, Stuchbury, N. Holiday, William, 8, Bicester 
Kilby, Harry, 13, Laun ton Bawcutt, Earne[s]t, 15, Tysoe, W. 

TI1e great event of Durrant's headmastership, so far as the history of 
the AcademJ is concerned, was the celebration of the centenary on 
Tuesday 23 March 1897. The Dinner, at the White lion, was attended 
by 93 former pupils (or 94 if including Mr Hartley, who in retirement 
was still living, with h.is niece Miriam, at [the then-numbered] 32 West 
Bar). Fittingly the Chainnan was that year's Mayor, William Lake, "his 
Worship being himself an old scholar of the school"; the Vice-Chainnan 
was Alban Bullet, who had first suggested the event. 

Various speakers reminisced. Mr W.L. Whitehorn,9 proposing "The 

Health of former Masters", recalled that his experience as an old boy 
began under Mr William Hartley: " ... there was never a master who knew 

better how to get at the heart of a boy or how to find out the best that was 
in him and bring it out. Mr Hartley certainly did not flatter them, but ifhe 
did sometimes send a boy smarting away, he never sent him smarting with 
a sense of unfairness or injustice." Frustratingly, the report omits the 
"reminiscences of the school of his day" he went on to give. 

9 Father of an early member ofB.H.S., Ille late Miss Whitehorn. C&CH.6.5 (1976). p.88. 
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In reply, Mr Hartley contended be had "only done bis duly . .. "; he was 
pleased with the welcome they had extended to Mr Durrant Together I.hey 
had '11ad the honour of sending out of Banbury the first boy to the Oxford 
Local Examination in 1858, so that they led Banbury al the time. [He) was 
now a physician in London -Dr Fountain - [applause]." Earlier was "Mr 
Samuel Hill - whom some of them would remember - their friend Dr 

[Stanton) Wise was one of his pupils." He "was fortunate in having a 
good school for many years, the largest number being 120, and of that 
number 84 were boarders." Dr Wise, responding, "read a leuer from an 
old boy wbo was his senior, in point of age, by thirteen days who, 73 
years ago, was a scholar at the Banbury Academy - Charles Ellis". 
Another from those days was Mr J. Mawle, 10 who "alluded with much 
humour to the characteristics of the late 'Sammy' Hill." 

Mr H.R. Webb said "that as an old boy - a boy under Mr Hill - he 
hoped if ever there was bi-centenary celebration, it would be as 
successful'' as this. Mr F.D. Holiday [his son was then a pupil) "rejoiced 
that the cloud which was at one time hanging over the school was rolling 
away" and hoped that Banbury Academy would return to "prosperity as 
it was in their day." Mr Durrant assured them that "every effort would 
be given by himself and his sons ... to maintain it on its old lines and to 
do what was necessary to meet the demands of the present time." 

Alas, these optimistic remarks about the Academy's future were 
premature. Only two years later, in 1899, John Durrant died. and later 

that year his son made over the lease to Ulysses Walker. In the 1901 
census he was recorded, aged 42 and born in Westminster, as head of the 

household aod schoolmaster on bis own account. His wife Florence, 30, 
was also London (Aldgate) born. Frederick L. Pritchard, 25, was 
assistant schoolmaster and there was just one domestic servant. Alas, the 
boarders were down to four. 

1901. Name. age, birthplace. {N = Nhants.} 
Gr egory, Walter[?], 13, Great Tew .  Br aggins, C olin F. , 11, B an bu ry  
Sh ool nough[?], Arthur, I 0, Aynho, N. Kyffen, Emesl P. , 15, Wal thamst ow, Ex 

Despite all the optimistic forecasts of 1897, the end was inevitable. 
Walker carried on until Christmas 1908, and then gave it up, finding ii 
no longer remunerative. A generation before farmers in the neighbour
hood sent their sons to board at the school; but now the boys could cycle 

to and fro co the Municipa.1 School - or board at Bloxham. 

10 See 'The Mawle Fa mil y', B .  Adkins, C&CH. 1. 5 (1978), pp.151-56. 
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App end ix: OLO BOYS P RESENT 
8 • Banbury: occupmio,1t added.from Rw·her'$ Direcrory. Nol necessarily correctly. 

Allen, Herbert, 8, ironmonger Lcatherbarrow, E., 8. shop keeper 
Amos, G .. Cropredy [butchcr'I] Ludwi g, F.B .• 8 
Bennett, H.F., B. solieiw Ludwig, H., 8 f dyer ?] 
Bennett. Peuipher, Hook Norton Ludwig, H. W ., 8, piano & organ tune.r 
Betts. Jarvis, B Mander. J.. B 
Belts, W., IJ (baker • Cake shop?J Mawle, E., 8 

Bliss, W., 8, actuary Mawle.Jno., S.'tl .• B,ironmonger,Mayor 1890-1 
Bohon, J.H., 8, woolstapler or fonner Mawle, SJ., 8, ironmonger. Mayor 1920-1 
Bradshaw, P., Wykham, miller& mealman Mawk, W.E., Northamp/011 
Braggins, G.F .. B, timber merchant Millar. Robt .. Chipping Warden [tailor?) 
Bromley, C., 8, painter & plumber Montgomery, F.W., Flore Fields 
Bromley. W .• Swlndon Mousir. F., 8, rag& metal dcale:r 
Buller, A ,  Birmingham Naseby, G., B, accountant 
Buller. W., Hanwe/1, former Orchard, W., 8. coal dealer 
Cheney, G.G .. B. printer Page. H., B. bank manager 
Cherry, W., Burston Page, J.W., Norrh Nf!ltringt(m 

Claridge, C.R., B (tailol1) Parsons, T. 
Crosby, E.J., B. brewer f•arsons, \V. 
Cubitt, H., 8 (plush manufacturer'?] Salmon, W .. Sl111tjord Gro1111d< 
Eagle, A. Sansbury. R., B, bookseller 
Eagle. Rd., 8 Saul, Jos . •  8. insurance agent 
Eagle, T.B., 8letc/Jingto11 Scot� Jno. 0., Kirtli11gto11 
Edmunds. C .. B Sellars, Em., B 
Fairbrother, C., Wappenliam Shepherd, H.L., B 
Flowers. C., B, butcher Shepherd, R, B, baker 
foster. T .. Northtmtpton Shilson. C .. B l woolstaplcr?l 
Freoch, f .. Bloxham Stalworthy, H .. Far1hinghoe 

Gardner, 0., B, i,c,urancc agent Stanley, H., 8, bookseller 
Garrett, T.E.D., 8 [carpenter?] Stevens. Edw., 8 

Gibbard, F., Chacombe Strange, H.A., 8. coal dealer 
Gibbs, H.E.,Ascot Taylor, W., Wi11derto11 
Gibbs. S., Hook Norton lbutcher ?1 1'umer. A .. Southam 
Gregory, W., 8, milkman Usher, Rd., Badicote 
Gregory, \V., Tatlmarton Wady. 0 .. Warmington 

Groves. G.E., A1ilton-rmder-Wychwood Wakelin. W.T., B 
Harbagc, T., Wan11ick Walford, A.A., Buckingham 
1 latton, J.L., Middleton Cheney Wal ford. F.G., 8, bookseller 
Hawkes, W., A)»ho Walford, T.H. 
Hioms. B.B .. 8, baker (?] Wall , Jos .. Lmulon 
Hiorns. W .. Chacombe \\latkins, T.M .. B. gunsmith 
Holiday, F.O., 8icester Webb, B., B. George & Dragon, 
I lyde, J., 8, tailor, Mayor 1898-9 Wells, J.S., 8, piano teacher 
Jarvis, Jas., B, ironmonger Wbiteh<)m, W.L .. 8. solicitor, Mayor 1921-2 
Kilby, Jno., Mldt.lleum Cltene_t· Wilkes. F.H . •  8, insurance agcnl 
Kingerlee. H .. Oxford Wise, Dr. Staaton, 8, surgeon 
Lake, W., 8. halter & tailor, Mayor 1896-7 Wood, W.E., 8, land surveyor 
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'A Topographical description ofye South and South-West Parts ofChacombe.' 



SNIPPETS FROM THE ARCHWES: 7 

Deborah Hayter 

The South and Soutb-\Vcst Parts ofCbacombe, 1630 

This 'snippet' is part of a map [NRO Map 540 I]. It is titled 'A 
Topographical! discription of ye South and Southwest parts of 
Cbacombe in ye co untie of Northampton, taken ye 22th day of February 
Ano I 630.' The Northampton Record Office has it as a series of A4 
photocopies, as the original is in the Hampshire Record Office. These 
then have to be pieced together like a giant overlapping jigsaw puzzle, 
which can clearly be seen in the illustration. What we can see on the 
map is  the western end of Chacombe parish, which is bounded by the 
River Cherwell - the county boundary- on the west ('Occidental' on the 

map) and by the brook that runs to it along the northern boundary. 
Chacombe was blessed with lots of meadow -the most valuable fonn 

of land in the medieval period - between the two channels of the river 
and between the two brooks. Meadow (here variously called 'Meade' or 

Meadow[e)) was a term used specifically for grassland that could be 
mown for hay: meadow was never ploughed. Pasture was a different 
matter and was grazing land all year. The meadows here lie either side 
of the road that runs from Banbury, first along the brook and then due 
north towards Daventry (now the A36 I). TI1e first one is called '1l1e 

ham', a name that derives from the OE hamm meaning flat, low-lying 
ground near a stream or river (until recent flood defence works, the 
A36 I was subject to frequent flooding), and the others are variously 
named to show to whom the hay belonged. '  TI1e profit from the Ladie 
meade was possibly devoted to maintaining a light in front of a statue of 
Mary in Cbacombe church before the Reformation; the Tyth Hooke - so 
named because of its odd triangular shape - would have provided the 
Vicar's tithe share of the hay; the Comon Meade and 'ye little common 

Meadow' would have belonged to the fanners of the common fields, as 
would the 'Towne Meadow'. 1l1e two pieces shown with trees, 'ye 
nether hills' and 'ye upper hills' were higher grolllld and had been 
ploughed in the medieval period: there is evidence of ridge-and furrow. 

' The Place - Names of No,-1hampronshire, J.E.B. Gover, A. Mawer & F.M. 
Stenton (Eds), English Place-Name Society Vol X, Cambridge ( 1933), p .  264. 

95 



Along the north, between the two streams, were 104 acres of 'March', 
obviously wet ground that had never been ploughed. This would have 
provided useful grazing land during the sununer months. But almost tbe 
most interesting part of this map is what isn' t delineated or specified. 
Across the mjddle it says 'The Common feild besides ye Meadowes 500 
ac 0 ro 20 per'. So there was an enormous stretch of 500 acres of open
field land wltlch probably had very few features apart from the endless 
ridge-and -furrow. It wasn't hedged or fenced. It trnly was 'open', though 
it was divided into 'furlongs', groups of strips all going in the same 

direction, which were the smallest unit of cultivation. Today landscape 

hiswr ians prefer to describe this sort of farming as 'open-field' rather 

than 'common-field' famiing .  It had nothing to do with 'commoners', or 
common right, as all the land belonged co particular people, but it was a 
communal system necessitating co- operation between the farmers. Tt 
could only work if they decided together when to harvest, and when the 
village herds and flocks could go on to the stubble after harvest, and 
how many cows and sheep the pasture could maintain. In the medieval 
period there was a two-course rotation: the East Field -half the furlongs 
- would be growing crops, while the West Field would be follow, 
providing grazing for the village sheep and cows.2 

At tltls early stage of cartography maps were always drawn up for a 
specific purpose, and we can assume that this map was created because 

someone was pushing for the enclosure of the open fields, as they were 
indeed enclosed dur ing the I 630s.3 By the seventeenth century there 
were already many places in Northamptonshire where open-field 
farming had been abandoned: these were the deserted medieval villages 
which by 1600 mostly consisted of large sheep pastures growing 
profitable crops of meat and wool. In the seventeenth century a number 
of villages decided to enclose all or part of their open-fields and to farm 
'in severalty' or individually. This was enclosure by agreement, and in 

many cases no evidence has survived of the actual process by which the 
farmers surrendered their individual strips and received instead a 
consolidated block of farmland. Chacombe is typical, but we can see in 
this map the first steps towards the reorganization of the fannland .  

2 'Chacombe Archaeological Field Survey', David Hall, in Cake & Cockhorse, 
13.6n, ( 1996) pp 186 - 190. For more ioformation about open-field farming, 
see The Open Fields of Norrhampronshire, D. Hall, Northampton Record 
Society vol. 38 (1995). 

3 Hall, 'Chacombe Archaeological Field Survey'. 
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'A VERY ROUGH PLACE' 

A parson's recollections of Moreton Pinkney in the 1830s 

Thomas Mozley (introduced and edited by Barrie Tri11der) 

The Rev Thomas Mozley (I 806-93) married Harriet. the eldest sister of 
his friend John Henry Newman ( I 801 -90), and was described as the 
'brilliant Boswell of the future Cardinal'. He is best known as a first
hand observer of the Oxford Movement, whose reminiscences are a 
basic source for understanding what happened at Oriel College and more 
widely in the university of Oxford in the 1820s and 30s. Much of his 
writing has the flavour of vintage parsonical gossip, of the kind of 
conversation that might once have been heard between elderly dog 
collared gentlemen in the dining room of the Oxford Union. His books 
are badly arranged, making it difficult to follow his career, and his style 
tends lo verbosity .  Nevertheless his memoirs illuminate many aspects of 
nineteenth-century society, apart from the purely ecclesiastical. and we 
are reprinting here parts of his account of his ministry at Moreton 
Pinkney, one of the most notorious open villages in 'Banburyshire'. 

Mozley traced his own origins to his great-great-grandfather, a weaver 
at Conisborough, Yorkshire, who had a large family, one of whom, his 
own great-grandfather, became an attorney's clerk, before establishing a 
bookselling and printing business at Gainsborough that sustained the 
next generations of his family. Thomas Mozley was born in 
Gainsborough i n 1806. His father was a churchwarden and an active 
Tory and had a good library. The family and the printing business 
moved to Derby in 1815, and Mozley's first volume of memoirs reveals 
much about the town in the following decades. 

Thomas Mozley could not remember the time when he was not to be a 
parson. He was educated at the grammar school in Gainsborough, then 
with private tutors and at Charterhouse, before going up in 1825 to Oriel 
College where he was the pupil and subsequently close friend of John 
Henry Newman. Mozley was ordained in 1831, and served as a curate in 
Colchester before his preferment to the perpetual curacy of Moreton 
Pinkney, a living in the gift of Oriel College. He had discussed sharing 
the incumbency with Richard Hurrell Froude ( I 803-36), who before his 
early death was regarded as one of the most influential Tractarians. 
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Mozley served at Moreton Pinkney for only four years. He left the 
parish in 1836 to become rector of Cholderton, Wiltshire, and married in 
September of that year. From 1841 he was editor of the Tractarian 
journal the British Critic. ln 1843 he contemplated joining the Roman 
Catholic church, but was dissuaded from doing so by Newman, whose 
own conversion to Rome created controversy two years later, and ended 
a regular correspondence thal had passed between them. Mozley wrote 
his first leader for The Times in 1844, and in 1847 resigned bis living, 
apparently settling in London. From 1856 he lived in rural Berkshire, but 
in 1868 be accepled the living of Plymtree in Devon, and served as 

Rural Dean of Ottery St Mary from 1876. He retired in 1880 and 
supposedly moved to No 7 Lansdowne Terrace, Cheltenham (he is not 
recorded there in the 1881 census] where he devoted much of his time to 
writing. In 1882 he published his Reminiscences of Oriel College and 
/he Oxford Movement (two volumes, Longmans Green), which was 

reprinted by Gregg in 1969 . His Reminiscences, chiefly of towns, 
villages and schools appeared in 1885, also from Longmans, Green, and 
went to a second edition the same year. Two further works with the 
same publisher were about the first Vatican conference of 1869-70, 
letters from Rome on the occasion of the Ecumenical Council 1869-70 
(1891), also regarded as worthy of a reprint by Gregg in 1969, and The 
Creed or a Philosophy, a discussion of the doctrine of the Trinity, which 
appeared u1 the year of his death, 

Mozley's writings are interspersed with theological reflections, 
particularly about the creeds, but his main concems in his second book of 
reminiscences were the poor law, popular education in rural areas, and the 
constraints that inhibited rural parsons from bringing about change. 
Mozley was appalled and frustrated by the pauperisation of farm workers 
U11der the old poor law. He f0tmd work for some young men from the 
village in a quarry at Derby, but they stayed less than a week, complaining 
of dangers of work there, and arranged for two deaf-and-dumb sisters to 
go 10 asylum in London, where they seemed to have learned little, 
although they retumed to Moreton Pinkney, where they were able to do 
needlework. He described in detail some of his parishioners and pondered 
on the plight of old bedridden people. He also wrote about some of his 
fellow clergy, including Francis Litchfield of Farthinghoe, William 
Harding at Sulgrave, and the incumbents of Byfield and Eydon, and 
provides glimpses of the parishes of Deddington and Prior's Marston. 
Mozley wrote about three ex-servicemen who lived in the parish, one of 
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whom was obsessed with memories of tbc British army's attack on 
Berg en -op-Zoom i11 the Netherlands 1814, a reminder that substantial 
numbers of those who lived in nineteenth-century England had direct 
experience of c-0mbat in the Nap-0leonic wars. 

Jn the extracts below we have followed the original in spelling 
Pinckney with the 'c· that is omitted in modern usage. The extracts 
begin on page 200 of the second volm11e of Reminiscences. chiefly of 
towns. villages and schools: 

Moreton Pinckney was a very rough place ... my taking the living 
arose out of a proposal by [Hurrell} Froude that we should divide its 
duties; and I have often wondered how Froudc came to think of what 
would have been a very unwise step on his part ... 

... Moreton Pinckney ... had two commons, or spaces of broken ground. 
Close to one stood the church, the parsonage, and  the school; tbc last 
recently built, together with a school- house, by Oriel College. A few 
yards off was an ancient and rather handsome manor -house, then 
occupied by a fa011er, since by a peeress in ber own right for many 
years. On this common tilcre had been various encroachments . From its 
opposite side ran, between banks and very indifferent cottages, 'Hog 
Lane'. As there were always pigs in it, running at large, that was a 
plausible account of the name, except that it was no distinction, for there 
were always more pigs than people in the village thoroughfares... At 
any hour of the day, especially at prayer-time, the pigs, huge masterful 
brutes, were forcing their way through my garden gate. When we 
complained we were told that the pigs must have a nm, and that, 
between schooling and lace-making, no child could be spared to look 
after them. At the proper season of the year, several times a day, straw 
was carefully laid on the common before the parsonage; children 
gathered round it; the village pig-sticker appeared dragging bis victim, 
whom he despatched as he sang his last song; the straw was lighted, and 
a large black object was rolled backwards and forward i n  the blaze .... 

The other vi II age green was on higher ground, and held its own, for it 
had the chief public-house, the lace-making school, and several 
farmhouses and cottages of a better class. It was also the par t  of the 
village nearest to Canon's Ashby, a short mile off. This is the seat of the 
Dryden family .... 

The manor belonged to the Duke of Grafton, and a court was ileld 
once a year, at which officers were appointed, and trifling quit-rents 
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received. As this was all tha t the manorial authorities ever did, and lhey 
were quite inaccessible, if not also utterly powerless, there were no 

means of preventing, or restraining, or regulating any encroachment on 

the waste, or any usurpation of the soil. Nothing whatever could be done 
for drainage or for decency, putting the look of things out of the 

question. The first time I saw Lady Dryden she warned me I should 
always have either typhus or scarlel fever in the village, and I certainly 
had a good deal of them, and some very sad c.ises. 

More/on Pinkney church. 
Reproduced by kind pennission ofNortba.rnptonshirc Libraries & lnfomlation Service. 

The church was a pretty and interesting structure, but a wilderness of 
enclosed pews of all sorts and sizes. The chancel was entirely boarded 
away from the nave, with an immense royal anns painted on the 
boarding. The houses were of stone, of the Jacobite [sic] or Caroline 

period; some probably much older. The roads were all of the country 
stone, and were very bad indeed ... The village lay pretty central between 

Northampton, Banbury, Brackley, Towcester and Daventry, and could 
not be reached from any one of them, except by opening about U1irty 
field gates; the roads, for economy, being only fenced on one side. It 
was wonderful how little obstruction, or abatement of speed was thus 
caused, and how both man and horse seemed to like the arrangement. At 
night it was dangerous, and I had some casualties with my clothes. At 
the ' lnclosure' the glebe had been assig ned two acres more than its just 
proportion, on consideration of the parish quarrying it for the 
maintenance of the roads. The two acres were to be selec1ed. They never 
were, and the way-warden gathered the stone where best and most 
handy. It proved a running sore .... 
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Butter, pigs and calves were the chief products of the parish, and they 
went mostly 10 London. My nearest neighbour, the fam1er occupying the 
old manor-house, had sent up his butter many years to the dealer in 
Newgate Streel wbo supplied George IV, and he had lost a hundred 
pounds through the irregularity with which lhe King, 1heo Regent, had 
paid his bu tter bill, and the consequent ruin of the dealer .  

The calves were taken to points on the great roads and pul il1to 
immense vans two stories high, accommodating thirty or forty of the 
poor creatures. These huge machines, drawn by half a dozen horses, and 
doing much of the journey by night, were the !error of the stage
coachmcn. The drivers slept, and even if they were awake would not 
take the trouble to keep to their own side of the road. The coachmen had 
their revenge. When the place was convenient, they woul d  alight aod 
tum the calver's horses into a cross -road, or even right round, when the 
driver, upon waking, found himself home again sooner than he expected. 

The parish flowed with milk. Every fann had a tank into which the 
skilmned milk ran, and from which it was drawn, or pumped up, for lhe 
pigs. Some of the pipes ran under the public roads. Of course 1his milk 
was always sour; but the pigs did not object to it ... Moreton Pinckney 
butter was said to be among the best in England, but I was surprised to 
find that it was naturally so pale that Londoners would suspect it of lard, 
and that i t  had to be coloured. J was still more surprised to find thal the 
cream of which it was made was always sour, the vat being never quite 
emptied, and the stock generally being several days old. On the other 
hand, in the midst of all tJ1is dirt and slovenliness is the great school of 
cleanliness and purity. This is the dairy. lt is a life of scaldings and 
scourings, scrubbings and rinsings, from early in the moming to late in 

the evening. No drawing room or boudoir demands such fastidiousness 

and incessant care. A good dairymaid is held fit for any situation she 
may be called to. 

ln no part of England have I seen so primitive a state of society. The 
great number of small yeomen and small farmers might lead one to 
expect thal degree of competency without excess and content without 
baseness that poets and philosophers dream of. I cannot say that the 
results justified any such expectations. The social standard of Moreton 

Pinckney was no better than 1 have found it elsewhere. Nor had I any 
reason to believe that there had been a decline from a happier and better 
state of things .... 
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There were many fam1ers, several yeomen, very many small 
f reeholders, as many tradesmen as the place could find work or 
customers for. and not one single labourer, in the sense of an 
independent workman offering his labour for wages, but a multitude of 
paupers. This implies that there were no masters or employers in the full 
sense of the word ... The present generation little knows the state of 
things at that time, half a century ago, and the social revolution that, 
with some cost of sentiment, healthy or otherwise, has been 
accomplished .... 

With the present (Lady) Margaret Professor of Divinity [Charles Abel 
Heurtley ( 1 806-95)], I spent the Long Vacation of 1828 in an old manor
house at Dedclington, ostensibly reading for my degree. Sometime after 
breakfast we daily noticed a number of men of all ages creeping rather 
languidly past the window. It seemed neither work nor play. Whal was 
it? Who were they? I counted. There were forty of them, no doubt the 
same day after day. I followed them. In less than a mile they stopped at a 
large and rough stone-quarry, formed themselves into groups, sat down, 
and talked. After a time they rose, and set to work, getting out stone for 
the roads. TI1is was well after ten o'clock... The clergyman was 
inveighing Sunday afler Sunday, with almost shocking plainness, on the 
universal immorality of the place. 

Entering upon my duties at Moreton Pinckney, I bad various 
warnings that J should find the public-house my worst enemy, and 
tnat l should have a hard battle with it. In the first place it would not 
close at eleven, especially on Saturday. There were no police in those 
days. 

It could not be long after my arrival that, as I sat in the parsonage, 
1 heard a great uproar at the public -house on the upper common, 
near a quarter of a mile off. It did not cease at eleven, or at a quarter 
past. 1 rose and started with the resolution to support law and order. 
A number of men were about the door of the public-house, but the 
hubbub was within. Knocking at the door and asking for the 
landlord, I was told that the house would be clear as soon as the 
gentlemen had settled their business. I remarked on the lateness of 
the hour, and the disturbance. There came a voice from the parlou1, 
'Oh, come in, Mr Mozley; take a seat, Mr Mozley; we are glad to 
see you'. I walked in and found twenty or thi1iy farmers, in a cloud 
of smoke. They had finished their business, and had only their pipes 
to smoke out. 

102 



Moreton Pinkney Upper Green. The Red Lion is behind the elm tree. 
Reproduced by kind pennissioo from " ... of Pigs and Paupers", S.C. frewin. 

This was the monthly apportionment of the paupers - that is, the whole 

labouring population - among the larger r atepayers. All the former had 
assembled at the bar, or the yard behind. or in the offices, or in front, to 
hear their fate. The appropriation was sometimes equally disagreeable to 
the master and to the man, and it was no uncommon thing for master and 
man to begin or to tem1inate a month's association with a fight on the 
green. 

The payments were not wages, for they bore no relation to the work 
done, or to strength, or to industry, but only to age, condition, and 
circumstances. A strong man of five-and-twenty could not get more than 

a shilling a day, so he had every inducement to marry, for then he got 
head-money, and as he had the first handling of the money, he could 
give as much or as little of it as he pleased to his wife and children. 
Many of the children were half naked and half starved; the mothers 
almost in as bad a case, and unable to come to church in consequence, or 

even to step out of doors. As for the shoes they were a pretence. The old 
farmers said they remembered when the village children went about 
barefooted, walked wel l, and were the better for it .... 
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The children swanned about the place, and the young men loafed 
about. The hours of labour were short, and the men, though they had not 
enough to eat, had always enough to drink. Right social feeling was 
impossible where man was a weed, a curse, and an enemy, possessing 
more power of mischief by doing nothing than he could have won by 
doing all he could. lt was impossible to employ all to advantage, but all 
must be employed on some tenns or other. 

This bad been the state of things time out of mind, and it had been the 
rule far and wide. Whenever the property had become much divided, it 
ceased to be any one man's special interest to restrict tl1e supply of 
labour to the actual demand and to save the rates from undue pressure. 
There were always some, such as the shopkeepers and the publicans, 
whose interest was on the side of numbers; and everywhere there were 
people trying to make a lodgement wherever they could. 

Wherever one landowner bad had sufficient command of the parish, he 
had pulled down every cottage he could. The adjoining parish of 
Canon's Ashby had once been populous with the retainers of the Abbey; 
and every now and then the plough, or the spade, came on the blackened 
stones and tbe cinders of an ancient hearth. There were now in it no 
habitations but the mansion, a farm or two, and the cottages of the 
gardener and the gamekeeper. Five miles off, Edgecott had thrown off 
the whole of its labouring class on the adjoining parish of Chipping 
Warden ... 

The Moreton Pinckney children were a very interesting lot, but a good 
number of them would hardly have been thought up to the mark of a 
London ragged school. One after another soon appeared in a new 
gannent or new shoes; and as there could only be one source of supply, 
it was rapidly drawn upon. There was nothing but the church path 
between me and the school, and I visited it most school-1i rnes, taking a 
large class in the schoolroom, or a smaller one in the kitchen that opened 
in10 it. The master was a good machine, who worked well into the 
children's heads or tongues at least, the book he held in his hands, but no 
more ... 

The school was but half lilied. lt bad a rival too strong for it. This 
village of misery and dirt, of cold and nakedness, of pigs and paupers, 
was the busy seat of a beautiful and delicate manufacture. As many as a 
hundred and fifty women and girls made pillow lace. On the higher 
green was the 'lace- making school', as it was called. Near thirty children 
were packed in a small room, and kept at their pillows from six in the 
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morning, all the year round, to six in the evening. They were arranged in 
groups of four or five round candles, abou1 which were water bottles so 
fixed as to concentrate the light on the work of each child. Girls were 
sent thither from the age of five, on a small weekly payment. 

It kept them out of the way in the day, and it prevented the wear and 
tear of clothes. 1l1e food side of the calculation was doubtful, for the 
parents always said the lacemakers ate more than other children, though 
it did not do them much good. For a year or two the children earned 
nothing. ll1ey could then make a yard of edging in a week, and 
deducting expenses, they got twopence for it. By the time they were 
eleven or twelve they could earn a shilling or cightecnpence a week. 
There were women in the village who could not clothe their own 
children, or present themselves at church, who had made and could still 
make lace to sell in the shops at 20s or 30s a yard. The most costly lace 
was generally 'blonde', that is, made with 'gimp' or silk thread. The 
makers were all bound to the dealers by hard terms, so they said, and 
obliged to buy at the dealers' terms their gimp and thread. 

ll1ey took great pride in the number and prettiness of their bobbins, 
making and receiving presents of them, and thinking of the givers as 
they twirled the bobbins. We took a good deal of the lace and disposed 
of it amongst our friends. My youngest sister set up a pillow, and made 
some yards of good lace. I learnt to be a critic in lace, aod ao appraiser. 
TI10ugh all these children were taught to read, and even to write, and to 
sum a little, lhey were of course very backward, and they soon ceased to 
do anything but make lace ... 

The Baptist Chapel was a new building when I went to Moreton 
Pinckney ... The Williamses were the chief Baptist fami ly, very good
looking, respectable, educated, and always pleasant ... Dissenters of 
course can be very disagreeable, but I have more frequently found them 
objects of pity, rather than of jealousy or resentment ... They are apt to 
get into a quarrel witl1 all mankind, and of course ptmish tl1emselves far 
more than the rest of the world ... Bet Brown and her husband Thomas 
were religious people. They had been so shocked by the conversation 
and maoners of Moreton Pinckney, that they had taken refuge in a damp 
and dirty little Zoar, in a hollow of Costidge, the name of a rough and 
swampy common stretching westward from the village ... . Bet Brown 
was always glad to see the clergyman; but it was lo teach, not to be 
taught... Both at the chapel and in private the Baptist minister spoke 
respectfully and kindly both of the Church and of its ministers. He did not 
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live in the place, so I could not call on him; but I said on some occasion 
that I should be glad to see him, and be called several times. He was 
very respectful, fully recognising my position, but holding that, in the 
actual state of things, there was room for him, and for more than the 
Church could or would do. The general state oftl1ings was very bad, and 
the Church could not, or would not, set about seriously to mend it ... 

The gipsies then kept the Northamptonshire farmers in continual 
terror. Tribes of them roamed about the broad grass lanes, as freely as if 
they had been lords of the soil. Nehemiah Smith went about with forty 
horses of one sort or another. The adjoining parish of Sulgrave, the old 
home of the Washington family, owed about a hundred and fifty of the 
names on its roll of possible paupers to a gipsy, in the last cenrury, 
having one hard winter, brought his wife from the camp into a cottage 
for her confinement. Green lanes ran nearly round the parish of Moreton 
Pinckney ... 

I can recall no parish which, for its size, contained so great a variety of 
classes and conditions. The fact was brought before me in a very distinct 
form when, upon Lord Althorpe succeeding to the peerage in 1834, Sir 
C Knightley stood for our division of tl1e cotmty. I received a request to 
accompany his agent round the parish, and to give my weight for him. IJ1 
a population of about six hundred, there were fifty-one ele<.1ors, and 
from these I obtained forty-nine promises ... Sir Charles was elected 
without opposition and he then bad to go round and thank the electors; 
and I was asked to accompany him. The people all put on their Sw1day 
clothes, had their houses in apple-pie order, and posed themselves with 
some skill. Some made it a point to have a pipe in their mouths, and 
many offered beer ... My own reward for my political services came 
soon. I was invited to F'awsley. Most of the talk then was about the 
London and Binningbam Railway, then making a fearful gash tluough 
the county. Litchfield (see below) was the chief talker. The landowners 
had made common cause with the corporation of Northampton, and, 
under the direction of its leading men, were standing out for high 
compensation ... 

John Stockley was the pleasantest picture in the village. He still shines 
and smiles upon me with bis clear complexion, his bright eyes, his finely 
formed features and the bits of humour playing about the comers of his 
mouth. He had been ... the church warden ... While a mere youth - it 
woul d be about 1770- he had taken care of the clergyman's horse when he 
came upon any duty ... The incumbent gave him tbe use of the churchyard 
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and Stockley put two lambs in i t, which soon became sheep ... After a 
time Stockley got better pasture nearer home. He married a good wife, 
but never had any children ... He had now lost his wife ... now having now 
given up fanning (he) occupied a pretty little cottage with a large 
orchard, close to the parsonage... The history of Queen Anne's Bounty 
land is ... a recorded of wasted money, wasted time, wasted patience ... 
My share of this infliction lay at Prior's Marston, in Warwickshire, 
about twenty miles off. The expected annual rent was £16. The tenant 
was very much behindhand ... He brought a doleful account of the land 
and the buildings . ... Stockley bore out the poor man's story, and 
suggested a visit. So he and I rode to Prior's Marston. I never saw stiffer 
clay, or worse buildings, or more misery. The tenant offered us of his 
best - coarse bread, hard cheese, rancid butter, green bacon, and beer, 
which I am always reminded of when I read poor Henry VJ's mention of 
the 'thin drink' which in his time was part of the shepherd's lot ... 

When l came to Moreton Pinckney, the chancel was separated from the 
nave by a boarding which filled up the arch. On the nave side was painted, 
on an inm1e11se scale, the royal arms of the date of Charles 0. I wished to 

open the chancel to the nave. With a little hesitation Stockley consented, 
though he felt the church would not be so home-like witl1out the partition. 
When the demolition took place, I was sorry to find that it involved the 
removal of an ancient oak beam, beautifully moulded, that had been part 
of a rood loft. When it was got out of its sockets on either side, we found 
in one of them a boy's whipping-top, that would be about four centuries 
old, no doubt inserted by the caprice of a workman or his child ... 

The children came to my schools, or to my evening classes; the old 
people were out ofmy hand, and beyond my means: the families I could 
help a little. The class that most concerned me, perhaps most needlessly, 
was the young men's. say from eighteen to five- a n d -twenty. Young 
unmarried men could not get more than five shillings a week to the best 
of my recollection. It was sometimes even less. TI1ey seemed to have no 
openings, not even the opportunity of learning how 10 better themselves. 
·niey could not even keep themselves in full health and strength on such 
poor wages .... If lads of twelve could get rigged out, they went to 
Leamington, and found employment with the many people concerned in 
the building trade. With difficulties and hardships, with much longer 
hours of work than they had known, and always with some accidents by 
cart-wheels or horses' legs, they got on; and in a year or two would visit 
their friends, much changed for the better, and proud to show it.. .. 

107 



When l wem to Moreton Pinckney in 1832, there were still four old 
women regularly at work with the old spinning-jenny [he perhaps means 
hand-operated spinning wheels) ... 1 was invited to take some of the 
Moreton Pinckney yam, and, finding I could get it woven into bed linen 
at a neighbouring village, I bought enough to make several pairs of 
sheets. I had them for near thirty years, when my servants rebelled 
against them, alleging that they were cold and hard. So after being used 
for ironing some time, they were cut up into dusters and clouts. 

Quite in a hole opposite Stockley, and within calling distance of the 
parsonage, was Haonab Costford, keeping the smallest of sweetie shops, 
in the smallest of freeholds. She had all the gossip of the village at her 
tongue's end, and many a tale of the past very like the present. How bad 
she been cheated with diluted essence of peppermint! How she had lost 
her market by rival vendors of specious or resuscitated oranges! In her 
younger days she had usually kept a great three days' fair, nine miles 
off. Early each morning she used to walk to the fair, carrying on her 
head a large tray heavily charged with cakes and sweets. '11 the evening 
she walked back with the empty tray, which, with the aid of a younger 
assistant, she filled for the next morning. This she did three days 
running, and spoke ofit as nothing extraordinary .... 

The chairn1aker of the village was a pensioner, not so old as 
dilapidated, who had much more to say than I could understand about 
the attempted stonn of Bergen op Zoom. Another pensioner was a 
marine, who, upon his toe being crushed by the fall of a ship's spar, was 
discharged with a shilling a day. He was glad to show almost 
superfluous neatness in the sole charge of my small garden for five 
pounds a year. Another pensioner had received a wound in the head. He 
went every quaner to receive his pension and came home mad with 
drinking, beating wife and children, and keeping his neighbours in 
constant fear of worse ... Another pensioner, a Prestidge, with his wife, 
both young, were the handsomest couple in the village, with some very 
pretty children. But he ... was fearfully jealous, and would thrash his 
wife if she did but exchange a smile, or a look, with one of his male 
neighbours. I never heard that he had the least reason to suspect her, and 
must conclude that it was an accidental result of his military experience .... 

Francis Litchfield of Farthinghoe, was the most prominent, most 
amusing, and, in some ways, tbe most useful man in my neighbourhood. 
He was also the most ubiquitous, for he was to be met everywhere -
except at home ... Litchfield galloped in for his Sunday morning's service, 
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and struck when he moLmted his horse after the evening service, between 
which times he would be chiefly in church, not in his parsonage . ... He 
was a furious Conservative, supplying weekly inspiration lO a 
Northampton paper . ... He was equa)ly energetic in his refonn of the old 
Poor Law administration, ... The result was he nad many enemies among 
labourers wishing to get regular pay for little work, and among small 
farmers throwing everything on the rates. He was a very big fellow, and 
he li.ked a good pace; indeed. ne required it for his many engagements. 
So he wanted a good horse, and he had one. He was always looked for at 
Northamplon Races ... his parish ... was the best ordered village i n  the 
neighbournood, the single exception to the universal neatness being the 
parsonage ... 

Note. For a substantial account of the village, illustrated with early pholographs, 
also with extensive quotation from Mozley's Re111ini.sce11ces, see "Of Pigs and 
Pllupers " :  Bygone Days �f Moreton Pinkney, by Sheila C. Frewin, privately 
published, 2005. Copies are still available, email <sheila.lilcombe@gmail.com> 

Gazetteer ... ofNorthc1111pto11shire, 1849, William Whellan & Co. 

Mor/011 Pi11ke11ey (sic] ... is bounded on the east by Plumpton, on lhe north by 
Canons Ashby, by Eydon on the west, and on tl1e south and soulh-east by 
Culworth, Sulgrave, and Weston by Weedon . . .  .its popul ation in 1801, was 420; 
in l831, 581; and in l841.565 souls. 

The Manor House, now a farm-house, stands to lhe east of the church-yard; 
the Parsonage- house stands north of tl1e church-yard. The National School, 
erected in 1822, at the cost of above £300. ornaments the village green, and is 
supponed principally by subscription. 

Adams Wm., wheelwright 
Auber Rev Chas. Bransby, 

M.A., curate 
Baseley J .. B .. victualler. 

Dun Cow 

BrockJiss JohM, milor 
Chambers T., baker & 

butcher 
Gascoigne Thos, blacksmtl, 
Gilkes Wm., beer rctaiJcr 
Higham T., butcher & bkr. 
Johnson Wm .. wheelwright 
TardoffThos. L .. butcher 

Webb John, victualler, 
Red Mon 

Whitmill Jobn, baker 
WiJson Mrs. Ann 

Fanuers & Graziers 
(thus• arc yeomen) 

Branson. Richard 
• Brockliss JohM 
Bull William 
Carpeoter Nathaniel 
Earl Simon 
• Elkington John 
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Flowers John 
• Hawtin William 
Higham Joseph 
Humphrey W., 

(& mahs1er) 
Potter John 
Potter Wm., Manor House 
Richards 1110s., Lawn Hill 
Walkins John 
Williams Elijah 
Williams Joseph 
Youman Rd. & Wm .. 

Fox Hill 



Book Reviews 

Manors to Manitoba, Eydon H istorical Research Gro up (paperba ck, 80 pp), 
I SB N  978-0-9539655-8-8, p r ice £5 (£7 by p ost fro m David Kench, 20 H igh 
Street, Eydon, Dav entry NNI I 3PP), 2013 

Th is is t he e ighth b ooklet of research c.a rr ied out by t he Eydon H istorical 
Research Gro up a n d  it is remarkable t hat U1ey c ont in ue to futd so muc h o f  
interest, both t o  Eydon residents and 10 a wider au dience. They deserve 
c on grat ulat ion on t he r an g e  and qua l it y  of t he ir wor k .  They are also l uck y to 
have such a variety o f  or iginal documents ava ila ble to t he m. 

The boo klet includes three a rt icl es on the me dieval field syste m  of Ey don ;  t he 
history and spe cification of the o rgan in Eyd on church; t wo p ieces ab out t he 
origins of t he field name Man it oba;  an a ccoun t  of t he cl os ing years o f  E yd on 
W I  (1980-1991); and ao article on the l ife of t he econ omist Fritz Schumacher 
("S mall is Beaut iful ") who spent 18 mont hs as a farm la bourer at Eydon Hall in 
t he early I 940s. This is rounde d off b y  s ome good phot os f rom t he Eydon 
arc hives. Alt o gether a varied a n d  interes tin g selec t ion. 

To the v illage o ut s ider, Ute a rt icle a bout Fr i12 S chumacher will probably  
excite most interest. It is a fas cinating  a ccount of h is experience in Eydon and 
elsewhere as a Ger man in wartime Br ita in and t he gestat ion of his id eas on 
Small is Beaut iful . B ut t her e  is tantalis in gl y  no explanation of the big claim in 
the a r ticle's sub - title "H ow bad walls in Eydon changed U1e world". 

Kev in Lo dge's researches start with an art icle on the t wo manors of Eydon 
and t hey expose the problem experienced by an y m odem reader in discussions 
o f  ma nors. We tend to think of man ors as big houses with qu ite a lot o f  land 
a nached, but the me dieval manor was n ot a landed estate. It was a feudal 
concept, a legal ent ity in volv in g the o wners hip of rights and obl igations, and 
altho ugh the lord o f  t he manor might have a big hous e and a s ign ificant 
lan dholding in a v illage he woul d not have c ontrol over t he farming dec is ions 
there. T h ose dec is ions would be taken by the farmers in comm on, of whom he 
was merely one . So when Kev in L odge poses the ques tion "How d id C opes 
Manor in Eydon change to t wo manors, C opes and Wake l yns?", he is r ight to 
draw attention t o  t he fact t hat the earliest rec ord of Wakelyns Manor dates f rom 
1656. By that stage the man or ha d l ost its med ieval respons ib ility for the feu dal 
courts and was closer t o  the mo de m landed estate. It is p ossible t o  say o f  
Wakelyns Manor ,  a s  Kev in Lodge d oes, that it "see me d  to c om pris e only o f  
[sic] land, wit h no c onages in t he v il lage", w hereas a me dieval manor wo uld 
have had tenants, not cottages. There was a Wakelyns Man or H o use but "there 
was not a Wakelyns Manor per se to b uy". 

This rather a bstr use discuss ion will b e  of less con ce rn t o  r ea ders outside 
Eydon than t he ar ticles a bout Ey don's pre-Enclosur e  landscape and "How big 
was an Eydon yardland?". These issues are relevant to all l ocal his t or ians of 
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vi llages ar ou nd Ba nb ury.  But there appears to be o ne poin t on w hi ch  Kevin 
Lodge i s in error, and th is af fects both articles, pa rticularly the l atter. In the 

o pen-field system, a vill age woul d  have l arge f iel ds di vi ded i nto strips, an d 
sep ara te me ado ws a nd past ureland w hic h wer e  not divid ed. Th is was t he c ase in 
Eyd on .  T he stri ph ol ders  wo uld be e nt i tled to a shar e  o f tl 1e meadow a nd pas tu re 
on a ccount o f  their holdin g s  in the o pen fields, and th is was very importan t  a s  a 
sour ce of h ay and grazing for their li ve sto ck. But the me ad ows and pasture wer e  
p art of th e o pe n  fie l d  system. not par t o f  t he o pen fields thems e lves. An d i f  on e 
i s  going to calc ul ate the si ze o f  the Ey do n yardl an d. it is e ssential to make thi s 
di stincti on. As David Hall say s in h is  book on The Open Fields of 
Northamptonshire (p 78), "If the area of the ya rdland be m ul ti plied by the 
number of ya rdl and s  in a fiel d  sy st em a total area l e ss, o flen a ppr eciably less, 
than the whole to wnshi p will r esul t. This is bec ause me adow a nd pasture, wh ich 
wa s app ort ion e d  an d b elonged to each yardland as o f  r ig ht, wa s not i nclude d  in 
the state d yardland area ... The acreage of a yardl an d  varied from parish to 
pari sh :  very commonly i t  wa s a round 2 5  acre s.'' David Hall go es on to st ate on 
p 263 that t he Eyd on y ard land  was approxim ately 23 ac res. Tili s figure d iffe rs 
m arkedly !Tom Ke vin Lodge's e stimate o f  37.1 acr es, whi ch i s  based on an 
exa g ger ated vi ew of the n um b er o f  acres u nder  c ul ti vation in the o pen fields. 

F inally the r eader i s  g iven a choice of two an swers to th e que stion why two 
ro ad s and a f ield in Ey don are c alle d "Mani toba ». T he C an adian connection i s  
clear b u t  the direct link is less o b vious. Pe rhaps wi th the object o f  hel ping the 
reader m a ke u p  U1eir m ind. the bookle t's cove r  ca rries two del ight ful nine te en tl 1  
century adve rti sements, o n e  for free F am1s for t he Million in th e Dominion o f  
C anada and t he other an im plausibly idyllic pic tur e o f  Free Farms in C ana da 
We st, ie M ani tob a. 

E ve n  all o\\;ng f or some i dio syncratic spelling - "Doomsday" for 
"'Dome sday ''. "Ste wart" f or "St uart". and '"de por tmen t'' for i•depor tatio n'' - thi s 
bookl et i s a g ood r ead and  a credit to t he Research Gr ou p. 

Paul Hayter 

Pilgrim's Progress Revisited; the No11conji1rmists of Banburyshire 1662-
2012, Martin Gre en wood. H ardb ac k 128 pp, illu stra ted. Tiie Wycbwood Press, 
2013. ( ISBN 978 I 902279 49 7). £14. 00. 

Martin G ree nwood has  written a wide-ranging b ook coverin g a big  geographi cal 
area an d a l ong time span. H is starting points in the first chapter are t he 350"' 

anni ve rsary of die Act  of Unifonnity (1662), wh ich re sulted in tl 1e ejection of 
m any of tho se who h ad become di ssen ting mi nisters duri ng t he C ommon weal th ,  
and t he subsequent publ icatio n  of Pilgrim 's Progress by Bunyan, who sulTered 
as such a Dissenter. B anbury h ad b een a puritan stron ghold i n  the ear ly 
si xteen tl 1 c enrnry and was kno wn as a centre f or no n-co nformity, despite being 
held by Roy al ist tro ops during t he Civil War ; there after th ere was C<>n sidernble 
Quake r influence in t be  town an d surro un d ing vil lag e s  l ike Adderb ury, a.� well 
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as fi-o m o ther non -conformist groups ; was o ne of its o ther roles a s  a cen tre f or the 
carrying trade a f actor in spreading d i ssent ?  I t  certa inly was elsewhere i n  pa ns 
o f  t he M idlands. The author sketches out the na ti onal h is torical developments 
pre -nine teen th century b ut it woul d be good t o  relate d 1 is to s ome of tbe notable 
B a nb ury puritans, such as Sa m uel Ne wman ( 1602-1663), a pur itan a nd a uthor 
o f  a con cor dan ce to t he Bible,  or Josh ua Spr igge ( 1618-1684), a leadin g  
I ndependent a utho r. Su ch details wo uld add to the local colour a nd emphasize 
how early o ppos itio n  wa s vo ice d to the Churc h  o f  England i n  Banburyshire. 

The f ollowi ng cha pter takes the 1851 reli gious ce nsus as the mai n source for 
explori ng the rel igio us and b ui l t  history o f  the local area . followed by ch apters 
o n  spe cific no n -conf omlis t gro ups .  The 1851 census - held a t  TI 1e Na tio nal 
Archi v es  - gives a use ful bre akdo wn o f  t he number o f  adhere nts to t he va rious 
chapels d otte d ro und Ba oburyshi re on S unday, 30 March, t hough the author 
rightl y  warns t he reader tha t many peo ple wo ul d have been record ed atte ndi ng 
the parish c hurch i n  the morning and possibly else where in the a fternoon or 
evening : loy al ty to par tic ular  denominations was not  a bsol ute and t he ch aracter 
o f  particul ar preachers may h ave been si gnificant as well. Each denomin atio n is 
given a n  o ut l ine his to ry a nd there is a very use ful sec tion in each chapter o n  
their meeti ng h ouses, both those s till o pen and those whi ch have closed ; readers 
will f in d  this an i nf orma tive g a zet teer . Some details about local per sonali ties are 
me nti oned. and the chapte r  on the Me thodi s ts includes interesting insi ghts i nto 
the influence Frank D e w, a key n ine teenth cent ury member with h is own 
chapel ,  had on the inhab itants o f  F r itwell. More exa m ples s uc h  as these are 
surely t here for t he finding amongst ne wspa pers and l ocal magazi nes. From 
time to time natio nal events impinged o n  t he rel igious s cene in t he area and t he 
foundin g o f  the Banbury Prote s tan t  I ns titute t o  de f end the Church of England 
a ga inst the e ffec t o f  Newma n, who was k nown in t he a rea and wro te to t he 
B anb ur y  G uardia n  o n  o ne o ccasion, is o ne o f  t he more signi lican t. 

T he task \\1lich Martin Greenwoo d set himself is substan tia l , given his desire 
to detail the bac kground national his to ry of each non-conformist grou p  as we ll 
a s  o ull in in g the local i m pact wh ich t hey h ad. Other a uthors h ave written 
massive tomes on the s ubject. There are many use ful p ieces of infom,ation here 
and local his tor ians will find much to help the m  understand the ways in wh ich 
each de no m ination developed nationally. However a less amb itious t ime s pa n  
mi ght have offe red the o ppor tunity f or more lo cal detail whi ch would also 
balance the tex t  towards the averred i nte ntion in the title ; there co uld also be 
S(>me more indication of other help ful pri mary s ources. One final quibble is the 
v ariable detail in the b ibliogra phy; s ome b o oks are g iven the ir full details b ut 
not al l. Having said t ha t ,  the book is well ill us tra ted with both colo ure d and 
bl ack and white p hoto gra phs and s ome a nractive line dra wi ngs of meetin g  
houses i n  t he are a. T hese are a useful re m inder that many o f  the buil d in gs still 
s urvive, even i f  they are no w in pri va te ha nds, a nd s hould e nco urage t he rea de r 
to e x pl ore Banb urysh irc in search of non-conformist tr ac es  o f  t he pas t. 

Helen Forde 
112 



BANBURY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

l11e Banbury I-Lis1orical Society was fow1ded in l957 to encourage interest in the histOI)' 
of the town of Bru,bwy and neighbouring parts of Oxfordshire. Northamp1oosl1irc and 
Warwickshire. 

The magazine Cake and Cocklwrse is issued to members thrcc times a year. This 

includes illustrated articles based on original local historical research. as well as 
recording lh.c Socicty"s activities. Over one hundred and fifty issues and five hundred 
aniclcs have been published. AU but the most recent vohuncs have been digitised and a«: 
available on the Socictyts website (sec inside front cover), Mosi back issues arc aJso still 
available in their original form. 

There art now over thirty volumes in 1he records series. Those still in pri111 include: 
Tkmbury GllQ/ ReCQrd.y, ed. Penelope Renold (vol. 21). 
Banbury Baplism and Burial Registers, 1813-1838 ( vol. 22). 

The earlier registers. Marriage.f /558-1837, Bapti.,·ms and Burials /558-1811. al'e 
n_o,v ouL-of-prinL. but are available on fiche and CD from Oxfordshite Family 
llistory S«iery, website at: v.ww.ofhs.org.uk 

Oxford�hire and North Berkshire Prc,lestaliun Reh1rm and T CLT As.fessmcnl.t 1641-
/641 (vol. 24, \\ith Oxfordshire Record Society). 

King'.,· Sutt,m Clum:lnvardens' A<-'COttnJs 1636-/ 7(){), ed. Paul Hayter (vol. 27). 
The Banbury Ch,,pbooAs. by Dr Leo Johr\ De Frietas (voJ. 28). 
Banbury Past lhr<mgh A.rli.\·ts' Eye:r, compiled by Simon Townsend and Jeremy 

Gibson (vol. 30). 
Turnpike Ro(ub· 10 &mbury, by Alan Rosevear (vol. 31 ): out--of•print. 
Ear!).· Vkloritm Squar.ton: The Dlarfe.s of William Catron Risley, Vicar of 

Di,ddlngto11. Part One, /835•18�. ed. Geoffrey Smedley0S1evenson (vol. 29), 
Pan 2. Mid-V/c1orlan Squorso11. /849-/869 (vol. 32), 

VicMrian Banburyshire: Thre,e Memofrs, ed. Bwie Trinder (vol. 33). 

Current prices and availability of other back volumes. and of Cake and Cockl,orse. from 
the Hon. Secretary, c/o Banbury Museum. 

lo prc.:paration: 
Alphabetical Digest of Rw;her'.i 'Banbury Dire,:tory· 1832-1906. 

The Society is always interested to receive sugges.tions of records suitable for 
publ ication, backed b)' offers of help with t.mnscription, editing and indexing. 

Meetiog..c;; are held during the autumn and winter, nonnaJly at 7.30 p.m. on the second 
Thursday of each month, at Banbury Museum. Spiccball J'arl< Road. Banbury. Talks are 
given by invited lecturers on general and local historical, archaeological and architectural 
subjects. Excursions a.re arranged in the spring and swnmer, and the A.G.M. is usually 
held at a local country house or location. 

Membership of the Society is open to all. The annual subscrip1ion (since 2009) is £13.00 
which includes any records volumes published. Overseas membership. £JS.00. 

All members' names and add�es are held on the Society's computer database fo,. 
subscriptfoo and mailing purposes only. Please advise if you object 10 this practice. 



BANBURY IDSTORICAL SOCIETY 

Spring and Summer 2013 Programme 

T/111rsday 22"" A11g11s1. 2. 00 for 2. 30pm. 
Piddlngton Roman Villa excavations and Museum. 

Roy Friendship Taylor has been excavating on this si te for several years. with 
the help of volun1eers. His finds are now housed in 1he Museum in Piddington 
village. £3.50 including tea/coffee on site. 

Piddington is just south of Northampton (north of MI). a dead-end 
approached only from Hackleton (lunch available there at the White Hart). 

From Brackley take the A43 to the A45 Nor1hamp1on ring road, then the 8526 
(Newport Pagnall) road 10 Hackleton. Tum right opposite the school to 
Pidding1on. Meet at the Church (NN7 2DE). 
OR 
Tum off the A43 10 Blisworth, go past the church and the pub in Blisworth. �ten 
right past the school to the A508. Tum left, proceed for a short distance, then 
turn right 10 Quinton and right again on the Preston Deanery road to lhe B526. 
Tum right to Hackleton and right opposite the school to Piddington. 

Autumn 2013 programme 

Mee1illgs are held 01 8a11bury Museum 01 7. 30pm. 
e 111ra11ce fi-o,11 Spiceba/1 Park Road. 

Thursday 11• September 2012 
Preceded by Reception at 6.30pm for 7pm 
An Early Romano-British Villa at Combe East End (near Witney). 

Dr George Speake, Hon Research Associate at the Institute of Archaeology. 

Thursday JIY' October 2013 
Matthew Boulton (1128-1809) and the celebration of industrial tecb11ology. 

Dr Malcolm Dick, Director of the Centre for West Midlands History. 

Thursday 14'' November 
The woodl and l ands e ape of Angl o-Saxon Engl and. 

Dr Della Hooke. F.S.A., University of Bim1ingham. 

Thursday 11• December 2013 
Notorious Neitbrop: marriage, sex and cohabitation in 19"' century Banbury. 

Professor Rebecca Proben, University of Warwick. 
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