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This is the fitst issue in almest twenty years not to have been edited by Jeremy
Gibson, who has stepped aside. | den’t think 1t had occurred te otheis of us on the
Banbury Historical Society cemmitice that Cake & Cock Herse could be edited
by anyone else! However, having accepted the inevimble we felt that as a mask of
er respect and gratiede for all that Jeremy bas done since the Seciety’s
inception, and as a mark of our relief that he intends to remain active in its affairs
(not least in editing the records series), we should make this issue a festschrift
dedicated to him. The contents, therefere, relate to Jeremy's family. which has
long played a prominent role in Banbwiy history, or to subjects close to his heart.

Jeremy has been involved with the Banbury Historical Socicty since its
inception. Anyone seeking a potted history of the Society can usefully start with
his acceunt in Cake and Cocktiorse vol. 14 no. | (Auvtumn 1997) and with the
report on eur fittieth anuiversaiy in vol. 17 no.4 (Autumn 2007). Jeremy’s
enthusiasm for Banburyshire history has been matched by his commitment to
making it available to as wide an audienceas possible. That will continue. He is
not retiring, just feltit was time for a change.

Cover: The chancel of All Saints, Wroxten, buriat place of Thomas Pope, 2nd Earl
of Dewne (pagel 33). (Photograph by Chris Day)
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JlEEE
The tomb to the first Lart and Countess of Dewne in Wroxton Church
Photo by Chris Day:
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A NOBLE ORPHAN IN

SEVENTEENTH-CENTURY OXFORDSHIRE:
The Sad Life of the Second Eari of Downe

Nicholas Cooper

Visitors to Wroxton church cannot miss the splendid tomb of the first
Earl of Downc, almost certainly from a London workshop, on which he
and his wife lie side by side with their children around them. However, it
is easy to overlook the floor slab, with its La#n inscription. that marks
the burial place of his giandson. the second Earl. Thomas Pope was an
unfortunate young man, his misfortunes in part of his own making. But
by no means wholly: they were the resull too of his upbringing, of
wrongs done by those who should have had his interests at heart, of the
injustices of the law, and of sheer bad timing in tbat at crucial moments
in his lhife, events beyond his control turned against him. His story
touches on several of the troubles of seventeenth century England.

Thomas Pope was bom in November 1622, at Cogges, outside Witney,
the eldest son of William Pope who was himself son and heir to Sir
William Pope of Wroxton. Sir William had been largely responsible for
building the great house at Wroxton on the ruins of the Abbey, and
would in due course acquire the titles of Earl of Downe and Lord
Belturbct by paying £2.500 for them.' The younger William Pope died
in 1627, the first Earl in 1631, having divided his estates between his
second son, Sir Thomas, and young Thomas, aged eight, who since his
own father’s death would inherit the earldom.

But things were not so straightfoiward. For one thing, the young Earl
did not inherit Wroxton Abbey itsell. Wroxton was unusual: although 1t
was the principal seat of a major country estate, it was not the freehold
of the family who lived there but was held on lease from Trinity College
Oxford, to which it had been given by the first Thomas Pope in 1556 on
the understanding that leases would always be renewed to members of
his fumily. As soon as the Ist Earl was dead, Sir Thomas persuaded the
College to grant a new lease to him ratber than to the young 2nd Earl. so
that while the young Earl inherited a good deal of property he never
owned the house he should have had.”

' *Original let-ers of Sir Thomas Pope. Kt.", Phifobiblion Society, 1X, 1866, 6.
¥ VCH Oxon 1X, 176,
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{1 any case, 11 the early seventeenth centwy, for a minor to inherit as a
large landowner was not straightferward. Tcchnically, thc Earl was a
tenant-in-chicf of thc Crown, and {under law that went back to the
middle ages) his guardianship was automatically assumed by the King
until he came of age. This right of wardship carricd with it the
management of the ward's lands and the right to arrange his marmiage.
The income from the estate was supposcd to bc spent on the ward’s
cducation and support, but for unscrupulous guardians the arrangement
could be highly protitable. Royal income from wardships grcw, as Stuart
Kings realiscd what migbt bc made by exploiting this ancient right, from
around £15.000 in 1600 to £83.000 by 1639.% Included in thc sum were
amounts raised through selling rights to others. and in 1632 the King
sold the young Earl’s wardship to William Murray for £3,500. In this,
Charles was probably doing Murray a favour as well as raising cash in
hand; they had been companions since childhood, and Murray himself
made a profit when threc ycars later he sold it on to John Dutton of
Sherborne in Gloucestershire for £4.080.*

1n principle. there was nothing to prevent the young Earl’s family from
buying his wardship themselves. Iis mother, Elizsbeth, was living at
Cogges, which had been settled on her when she marricd William Popc,
the young Earl’s fathcr. around 1620, and she would continue to live
there with her new husband, Sir Thomas Peniston. whom she had
married very soon after her first husband’s dcath in 1627. However in
1628, shorily atier ber rc-marriage, she and her new husband had had a
serious row with the old Earl.” He. they claimed, had not stumped up the
£3.000 that shc had been owed as her jointure on her f rst marriage — the
provision nonnally made to a wife and intended to support her aftcr her
husband’s death. The Earl, in responsc, maintained (among other things)
that her father had not fulfilled his side of the marriage bargain by
providing her with a dowry, that he had himsclf heen supportting her two
younger sons. and that the Earl had in any case granted her a lease of the
manor of Cogges where she and her new husband wcrc living. The
Penistons claimed to have spent £200 on building repairs; the old Earl
said that not haif of that had been spent and that in any case hc had

3 M) Hawkins. ‘Royal Wardship in the Seventeenth Century’, Genealogists
Magazine, X V1, 2, June 1969. 41-5.

* Blacker Morgan, Historical and Genealogical Memeirs of the Bution Family,
1899, 1 96,

° London, National Archives [TNA] C 2/Chasl/®637111: C 2/Chasl/P94/91.
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provided the building materials himself He claimed, too — perhaps a
crowning insult — that his son could have done bettcr by marrying
someone else,

The young Earl’s mother could not in any case have purchascd her
sen’s wardship without her new husband’s agrcement. and it is clear
from the acrimonious language vsed — ‘manifold untiuths’, *defraudcd
and deluded’ — that between the old Earl and the Penistons therc was
little love lost. It is likely that when John Dutton, who lived a mere
twelve miles away, otfered to buy it and with it responsibility fer
bringing up the young man, the young Earl’s mother and stepfather will
gladly have acquiesced Indeed, in view of Sir Thomas Peniston’s
complicity in what followed, Duton may well have acquired the
wardsbip at the Penistons’ own suggestion.

In buying and selling the Earl’s wardship, Murray’s motives had
probably been purely mercenary. So too, in all probability, were
Dutton’s — but with a difference. To marry an earl and become a
countess would be an excellent catch for the daughter of Gloucestershire
gentry, and Dutton had a younger daughter, Lucy, who was as yet
unprovided for, In November 1638 the Earl, aged just sixteen, and Lucy
Dutton. aged twelve, were married by Dutton’s house chaplain, Hemy
Beesley. Though strictly within his legal rights in arranging the marriage
of his daughter to his ward, one wonders whether Dutton might not have
hesitated, or whether the Earl would have allowed himself to be
persuaded into it, had not the Earl’s mother died just six weeks before. It
was an ill-starred beginning to married life.

Such youthful marriages were not unknown, but were not very usual,$
and it was noimal in such cases for the couple to live apart until they
werc thought old enough to live together. Ycars later. Henry Beesley
would publish a volume of scrmons with an oily dedication to Dutton,
whom he praiscd for having brought up the young Earl ‘with whose
cducation ... no cost. or care on your part, was wanting ... then
transplanting him to the University, where he was placed in one of the
most eminent Colleges, and had the happiness of sitiing daily in the
midst of the Doctors.’” In the summer of 1639 the young Earl went up to
Oxford, to Christ Church.

& Lawrence Stene, The Crisis of the Aristocracy, {558-1641, 1965, 792.
7 Hemy Beesley, ¥ YX@MAXIA, or. The Soule's Conflict. 1657, sig.A3v.
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But things did not work out quite as intended. The Earl only remained
at the University for a few months, and we know little of what he may
have got up to save that he got into a f ght with the son of John Prideaux,
Rector of Exeter College and Vice-Chancellor. and made enough trouble
to bother the Chancellor himself, William Laud.® Whatever elsc had
happened, in March 1640 Laud was to write that ‘the complaint which I
received conceming the young Earl of Downe was not causcless ...
Young noblemen. when they are in the University, must be kept to a
University life in some measure, else they will spoil the rest’” A week
later he wrote again: ‘as to the young Earl of Downe, [ have written to
Dr. Fell [the Dean of Christ Church] to look better to him. or 1 will make
him an example, let his friends take it as they please.” Shortly after. the
Earl took himse!f off: University life was not for him.

It is uncertain how hc spent the next year, but his resentment was
building up on other scores. First, thal Dutton and Peniston had between
them been exploiting their position and ruining his inheritance. and
second. that he had been persuaded into a marriage that neither he nor
his twelve-year-old bride had desired. He must already havc been on
spectacularly bad tenns with both his guardian and his stepfather when
1 February 1641, still only aged 18, he petitioned Parliament for redress
in respect ot what he claimed was their pillaging of his estate.” By the
{elling of timber, the ploughing-up of meadow and pasture land and the
embezzling of rent, he claimed to have lost £40.000. while his education
was neglected and no money had been forthcoming for allowances either
to himself or to his younger brothers. Furthennore, it had been by
threats, menaces, blows, hard usage, and terrifying’ that he had been
forced to marry Lucy Dutton, ‘though there was no liking between
them’.

Dutton was a Member of Parliament, and his answer to the Earl’s
petition — rcquested by Parliament — does not suivive, but in March the
to Court of Wards — the body entrusted to supervise wardships — gave
the Earl leave to fell and to sell £2.000-worth of timber ot his property
at North Leigh and Cogges, ‘tor his maintenance during his minority ...
in regard pctitioner is distitute of mcans.'™® Growing timber was a long
tenn asset, and this would not be the last lime that the Earl was to

 3H Parker, ed.. The Works ... of Wiltiam Laud. 1853. V. 263-9.
Parliamentary Archives. HL/PO/JO/19/1/50 4.2.1641.
19 State Papers Demestic Charles [ 1 6481, 494.
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dispose of capital resources to meet immediately pressing needs. There
remained the problem of the maniage, for which there was no such
simple palliative. In 1642 the Earl took the unprecedented step of
seeking an Act of Parliament for a divorce Neither civil nor church law
recognised divorce except as a measure of legal separation; freedom te
marry again was not centemplated. Although marriages might be
annulled by reason of non-consuiumation, no other grounds were
recognised for putting aside a legal union. The dratt of the Earl’s Bill
survives, and it is so unusual that it is woith quoting at some length.""
There arc two remarkable things about it. One is that before the
discovery of this document. no instance seems te have been known of
divorce by private Act of Parliament until that of John, Lord Ross in
1670."* The other is that it describes in some demil how irretrievably the
marriage had broken down.

The document begins in the fornn of a petition from the Earl to the
King, a standard opening in which was set out the background to the Act
that was sought. By comparison with the petition presented to
Paliament a little while before, the phraseology is remarkably
temperate Now it was said to be ‘by the means and persuasions of one
Henry Beesley then tutor to your subject” that the Earl and Lucy Dut:on
had been maned, eftectively as children. Perhaps the naming of Beesley
was simply to shift the blame from the principals. The draft Act
continued

‘Your said subject Thomas Earl of Downe having about
one year since atlained the age of nineteen years and the
said Lucy the age of sixteen yeares, and thereby being
become of age and fit to live together like man and wife ...
mstead of that reciprocal love that ought to have been
between them, there hath been only a mutual dislike and
aversion one from the other and having ever since therein
so continued still do continue with such secret heart
burnings and disagreements between them, and without the
least inclination or sparks of affection that may make them
hope their said marriage at any time hereafter can be any
wise comfioriable either to themselves their [riends or
kindred. And therefore to prevent those inconveniencies

"' TNA C104/263 bundie 1 6.
'2 Laurence Swone, The Read io Diverce, England ! 530-1987. 1990. 309.
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and mischiefs which are likely to ensue so disconsolate a
maiTiage, your said subjects Thomas Earle of Downe Lucy
Dutton and John Dutton upon conference and consuitation
with diverse their friends have consented and agreed to
endeavour a divorce between them ... and to admit and
make void their said marriage.’

However, since there was no recourse open to them through any
accepted channel, they sought something quite unpre cedented:

‘Whereas your said subjects are infortmed that by the
ecclesiastical or other laws in this realm now in force and
being, a clear and unquestionable divorce cannot be
obtained between the said Thomas Earl of Down and the
said Lucy in any of your Majesty’s eccles?astical courts or
otherwise ... therefore they have presumed in all humility
to address themselves unto your sacred Majesty (who are
next under God the Supreme head of all laws within your
highness’ dominions), humbly imploring your gracious
favour that forasmuch as the said maniage was made in
such the infuncy of your said subjects, who neither of them
understood the value of those vows and promises they
made ... it may be enacted ... That the said Mairiage
between your said Subjects Thomas Earle of Downe and
the said Lucy Dutton at the time of the said solemnization
thereof was and still is unlawfiil and unjust, and was
unlaw fully and uajustly obtained had and solemnized.’

The reason why an Act of Parliament was sought was that the parties
wished for a freedom that could not be achieved mder the law as it
stood. The draft therefore went on to declare that the marriage should be

‘(by vir ue of this Act) utterly anulled dissolved frustrated
and made void and the said Earl and Lucy ... taken to beas
persons sole and tmmatried in evety respect condition and
degree and to all intents constructions and purposes as if
the said mairiage had never been had or solemnized.’

But there were other interests to be considered — notably those of
Lucy’s father, who had provided a dowry for his daugiuer (the manor
and manor house of Coberley in Gloucestershire) and had paid out to
buy the wardship (although the document does not say so). He was not
going to give up his daughter’'s maitiage to an earl without
compensation. The draft: went on to require the Earl to pay Dutton

120



£6,000, with interest at §% until the sum was paid off; furtheimore, that
these amounts were to be raised over and above the income that already
accroed to Dutton by virtue of his guardianship of the young Earl’s
estates. Therefore until the Earl came of age in eighteen months' time
and came into control of his own inheritance, the interest would pile up;
and even after that Dutton would still have the right 10 manage the Earll's
estates until he had paid himself off.

The temperate language suggests both tooth-gritting on Dution’s
behalf, and perhaps calculated restraint on that of the Earl. Dutton
cannot have found it easy to admit that his daughter would not be a
countess. but he may have felt that all in all she would be well out of it.
For his part the Earl must have been desperate even to contemplate such
tertns, although he may have feit, with the optimism of youth, that once
he was of age in a few months’ time everything would come right, But
in the event, the Bill was not proceeded with, and one reason — both why
preparations went so far. and why after careful preparation it was
abandoned — may have been the involvement of a most surprising
interinediary. Sir Kenelm Digby.

Digby was one of the most notable men of his age. Handsome,
learned, immensely chamiing, already having had a distinguished
military career, an intimate of the King and patner of the beautifil
Venetia Stanley in one of the most celebrated (and tragic) marriages of
the age, the young Earl encountered him at what might hhave been just
the right moment. In the spring of 1642 the Earl had ridden to York
where the King was holding court, London having proved too difficult a
city for Charles to remain in. Digby himself recounted what had
happened thereafter.”” In York, Digby said, he had heard how the Earl
had been persuaded ‘by threats, by blows, by imprisonmcnt, by keeping
him from sleep and other strange barbarous usage to marry Mr Dutton’s
youngest daughter against whom he had an extreme aversion,” and all
this ‘the cour: and town [were] full of before ever I had any acquaint-
ance with my Lord." Riding back to London with the Earl, ‘T had
contracted so much respect to my Lord, and he settled so much
contidence to command me, as when he came to town and found that
none of his friends or acquaintances were here, he desired me to go from
him to Mr Dutton to let him know that his lordship intended to preceed
against him in a legal way for reparation of his injur es.’

1> British Library Add MS 41846,
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Dutton had seemed at first very happy to negotiate with so
distinguished a figure as the Earl had found to champion him. *Mr
Dutton upon all occasions expressed great kindness to me for so fair
carriage [i.e. exchange of views] between them, and often repeated that
no man in England beside myself could have brought matters to that
good pass, In short all was settled ... Mr Dutton was to account for all
the profit he had made of the estate; my Lord was to make up to him for
what he remained out of purse for buying of his wardship: and Mr
Dutton was to give way and be assistant to the dissolving of the
marriage, and indeed showed himself to be as earnest in that as my Lord,
proiessing then, that he had rather accompany his daughter to her grave
than 10 my Lord’s bed... [ promised all indusiry on my side. and so we
departed.’ But at the last minute, Dutton had had second thoughts about
Digby, ‘and what new thought that cloud rising over me begot in Mr
Dutton’ said Digby, ‘the sequel will discover.’

Digby should have been the best advocate that the Earl could have
had: charismatic, persuasive and moving in the highest ranks of society,
he outranked Dutton on every count. But he was a royalist and a
Catholic his father had been executed for complicity on the Gunpowder
Plot), and for all his chartsma. what made him paiticularly obnoxious to
Parliament was that he had lapsed from his original Catholicism and had
subscguently converted back again. His catholicism was well known,
and presumably Dutton had at first discounted it. Dutton himself. though
opposed to the king before the war, was to be a fairly active royalist
once it had broken out. But for some reason — perhaps the imminent
prospect of the opening of hostilities — Dutton may suddenly have
decided that to do business with Digby did not after all look good. Or he
may simply have changed his mind about negotiations, and seized uvpon
an excuse for pulling out, What Digby suddenly found himself called on
to defend was not the just claims of the Earl of Downe, but his own
motives in beftiending him. His account of his involvement with the
Earl’s business comes in a draft that he prepared for a speech to the
House of Commons, defending himself from accusations that his
friendship with the Earl had actually been a devious scheme tntended to
conver: the young man to Rome.

Digby made a spirited argument. both on his own behalf and on the
Earl's. He hotly denied having ever discussed religion with the young
man. Indeed, ‘when there hath been occasion [i] put him in mind of the
exercise of his religion after his own way. and when he hath not been
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provided with conveniency of fis own, 1 have fumished him with my
coach to caity him to church.” Accused of urging the Eatl to go abroad,
the more readily to convert him to Catholicism, ‘his Majesty had
foimerly adviscd him to the same and his best friends have done the like
... because he would not only benefit himself by learmng exercises and
manners in the best schoels. and enlarge his understanding by
conversing abroad, but also secure liimself fi-om such hazards of riotand
dissolution as his great youth and unlucky breeding fonnerly did so
much expose him unto.’

Bul Digby’s concem tor his own predicament did not divert him fiom
dwelling on the Earl’s. 1le told how Dutton had kept all the Earl’s
property in his own hands, and how since the death of their mother, the
Earl’s twe younger brothers had been lefi destitute ‘and have not one
penny allowed them by Me.Dutton ... 1o buy bread or clothes’. The Earl
himself had some property in Kent which his mother had lett him, ‘but
this will never serve to maintain him in the rank that his quality
requireth.” Digby had tried to reconcile the Earl and his young wife, "to
live with her. if not passionately to affect her.” But the Earl had shown
‘not only an aversion but a detestation of her .. and as my Lord
believcth as great an aversion on her side, which she expressed strangely
and sadly in public view at the time of performing it [i.e. the wedding],
and some time after.’ Negotiations must have collapsed, and in 1642,
whatever the justice of the Earl’s claims: most men had greater matters
on their minds. An Act required the consent of beth Parliament and
King, and this was not the time to obtain either.

We de not know how the Earl survived these years. Until the
following year his estates remained in wardship, and it is likely that
Dut:on leept him on a very short rein (unless he cut oiffunds altogether).
It is certainly hard to know what Dutton can have been doing with the
£2,000 a year that he will have received from the Earll’s estates, although
his apparent stinginess (if that is what it was) may be explained in part
by his paying Murray for the wardship in annual instalments.” A
surviving document suggests that for the moment the Earl was living a
hand-to-mouth existence: it is dated June 643, a few months belore he
would reach his majorty, and in it he promises that in retumn for £300
already paid ‘for my livelibhood and maintenance” and another £400 to
come, he would grant John Cary of Pitchley a 21-year lease of the

' Blacker Mergan, Memoirs of the Busten Family, 138.
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maror of Wilcot as soon as he was of age and had control of his lands. "
Kept as short of money ashe was. it 1s not suipnising that he was keen to
anticipate acquiring an income wotthy of his rank; rents of £2000 a year
will have placed the Earl (when he finally inherited) about one third of
the way up the wealth table of the peerage. with an income probably not
very ditfierent from that of Lord Saye and Sele at Broughton.'® But
signing away parts of his future inheritance suggests either desperation
or folly. Pethaps both.

Worse was to come. By that time the Civil War had already broken out —
the Battle of Edgehill had been fought in October. 1642, and fiyr the next
three years Oxford was the capital of royalist England. Late in that year
or early in the next, the Earl went to Oxford to offer his services to the
King. There (in spite of whatever reputation he may have lef. behind
him from his University career only three years before), he probably
hoped to be welcomed as a major landowner with power and infiuence
1n a keenly contested part of the country. What followed can again be
1old in the Earl’s own words. when in 1647 he tiied to excuse himself
with the Parliament. 'Y our petitioner’ [he pleaded]

‘being near his full age, and having no subsistence here
{sc.in London}, went into Oxtordshire where his estate was,
where by much importunity and persuasion he was
untortunately engaged to raise a troop of horse for the king,
though never in actal service witb it. But shorily after,
discovering his error. he dismissed it, and 1wo years before
the surrender of Oxford (when the king’s army was n its
greatest power) came up to London and submitted to the
Parliament, and ever since bath in all things conformed
thereunto. For which only ofience (being tlie eror of his
youth) he is fined £5.000 at Goldsmiths’ Hall.”"

No sooner had he come into his inheritance than it was forfeit. It was
the practice of the Parliament side to take over — techmcally, to
sequestrate — the estates of active royalists and to take the income until
their owners paid a substantial fine. The Committee for Compounding
(which sat at Goldsmiths® Hall) was charged with their assessment. [t
confirmed to Parliament that he had surrendered in September 1644. and

> TNA C104/230.
' Stone, Crisis, 76l.
' Parliamenary Archives HL/P@/)0/1€:225.
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that in time of peace his estate was wor:h £2.200 pa., less £200 annuities
to his younger brothers. The Earl had earlier pleaded that his estates,
lying between Oxford and Banbury, had been ‘censumed by the king's
garrisons.’” But Parliament adjudged that the f ne was to stand.

There was almost certainly some special pleading in the Earl's
petition. He was certainly young and probably naive, and although
nothing has come to light to support the contention in the Complete
Pecrage that ‘he distinguished himself as an active royalist," that is net
to his shame. But to claim that he had suirendered in spite of the then
strength of the king’s fortunes was no doubt meam to suggest
farsightedness and piudence. It is more likely that he found the demands
of service beyond him, and promised more than he could deliver. To
raise his own troop of herse he will have needed money to pay them or
else a strong personal following, preferably both. and it is unlikely that
the Ear! had either, With both his parents dead. probably few of his
tenan® knew him personally, and even before the sequestration of his
estates, waitime disturbances will have made it increasingly difficult to
bring in the rents that constituted his income. Perhaps he was simply
disillusioned: in the sverheated, war time atmosphere of Oxtord in the
early 1640s it is likely that toe few people had much time for a young
man whe in the end, despite his title, may have had little of real
substance to otter.

In 1645 the sequestrators put in by the Cemmittee to manage the
Earl’s estates repoited that only half the rents were coming in.'® We
know no details of specific damage done to his propeity or to his
tenants, but the large Royalist strongholds in Oxford and Banbury, and
lesser gasvisons at Gaunt Heuse in Northmoer, Wsodstock,
Bletchingden, Rousham, Aymnho, and around Deddington and Adderbury
wil! all have made pewerful inroads into the resources of the region even
where there was no actual fighting ' Provisions of all kinds, livestock,
wagens and draft animals will all have been pressed into service, often
without compensation. The Pariiament side will have made their own
demands when in the late suiminer of 1643 the Earl of Essex marched
across north Oxfordshire from Brackley to Gloucester with 5,000 men.

' ME Green. Reports of the Conmittee for Compounding, 1890, 11, 934.5.

" Kate Tiller, *The Civil War in Oxfordshire' in Tiller & BParkes, ed., An
Histerical Atlas of Oxferdshire, Oxfordshire Record Society, LXVIL, 2010,
94-5: IG Philip, ed., The Journal of Sir Sumuel Luke. itid, XXIX, XXXI,
XXXIIE, 1950-3; D Eddcrshaw, The Civil War in Oxfordshire. 1995.

125



By June of 1646 the Earl of Downc had paid only £1.000 of the £5,000
fine, and pleaded for more timc ‘forasmuch as your petitioner’s estate is
in the Ceunty of Oxford not yet reduced, which is wholly ruined and
undone. sincc these sad and miscrable wars.*?® The Committce agreed to
give him six months to pay after Oxford should swrrender.

None the less, he does not seem to have been economising: that year
he was renting a grand house in Drury Lane which had previously
belonged to thc Duke of Lennox and the Earl of Abercorn.”’ His appeal
to Parliament to mitigatc his fine on account ef his ‘extraordinary
sufferings by his wardship. whereby and by these wars his estate hath
been extraordinarily ruined’ might otherwisc have canied more
conviction — although it has to be said that a high lifestyle was expccted
of a noblcman: Parliament was against the king, but not in favour of
social equality. But an episode in 1647 suggests the continuing, parlous
state of his finances. The 1643 wansactien with John Cary over Ditchlcy
was still not complcte, and Cary took him to court®® Cary claimed that
the Earl had had judgements against him for debts of £1,000 owed to
London money lenders, and he feared that creditors might scize the
Ditchley estate for which he had alrcady given the Earl £300. Another
£200 had been advanced by Richard Evans of Charlbury for a fam at
Enstone. The Earl could do no mere than acknowledge thc debts and say
that ‘he doth intend to discharge and reverse them so soon as
convcniently he may.” Many more would come to light in duc course.
There was probably a great deal that the Earl hoped to get away fiom
when. probably later in that ycar, he decided to go abroad — ‘beyond sea’
as it was commonly desciibed.”

It is not clcar whether his wife was among the things that he hoped to
escape from. The Countess had been living at Coberley, southeast of
Cheltenham, probably since 1643 when, aged 18, thc cstate was settled
on her by her father. In September of that ycar. and in the year
follewing, she had received the king there, campaigning in the west of
England.** tn 1645 — astonishingly, in view of the history of rclations
between himself and his wife — shc had given birth to a daughter.
Elizabeth. Fer whatever reason — courtesy to thc monarch, pressurc from

2 TNA SP 23/80 £.835.

2 Survey of Lendon, V, St.Giles-in-the-Fields. Il, 191-3.
22 TNA C 2/Chasl/iC6#/ 22,

23 Blacker Morgan. Memoirs of the Butten Farmily, 196.
* Blacker Morgan, Memoirs of the Button Family, 115.
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Dutton, or simply the wish to keep up appearances — might the Earl have
fclt compelled to be there too when the king had stayed at Coberley in
July 1644? A novelist’s imagination might go firther than a historian’s
should — but the historian may speculate.

Perhaps the Earl hoped that once he was ‘beyond sea,” the authorities
might forget about him and his unpaid fne. If so, he was wrong In
March 1650, with the balance of the fine still unpaid, his estates were
sequestrated once more, again leaving him with no income except that
which his agents could protect from the sequestrators. Coberley, set:led
on his wife, counted as his propery, and the sequestration threatened to
leave her destitule save for whatever she may have received from her
father. She too knew what was expected of a countess: in 1650 she was
living in a house on the south side of Lincoln’s lun Fields — among the
most fashionable addresses in London — at a rent of £65 a year (of which
£20 was still outstanding ten years later).”> To support herself she will
have had some income fiom the Coberiey estatc and the Earl had
evidently agreed to allow her £400 a year, but neither of these were
secure from sequestrators. She successtully petitioned the Committee for
Compounding for the one-fifth allowance noimally granted as subsis-
tence to the wives of sequestrated royalists. and in her petition complained
that there were substantial arrears in her allowance fiom the Earl.

In any case the Committee was not finding it easy to get in the Earl’s
rents. An undated petition from Richard Wot:on and John Freeman, ‘on
behalf of themselves and all others the oppressed eopyholders of the
scquestrated estates of the Lord of Downc in the County of Oxford’
complained that the Earl’s bailiff, Richard Lucas, had been turning
ancient copy holders out of their propeities and replacing them with new
tenants, and that be, ‘taking pait with these intruders and to defraud the
State, bath and doth make his brag openly, that ... [he has] gotten into his
hands full half of all the rents of the Earl of Downe’s lands’ — rents
which should have been paid to the Committee’s local agems.?® Perhaps
a contract to let the entire estate seemed preferable, but in February 1651
the Committee for Oxfordshire, sitting at Deddington. was upbraided for
letting the Earl’s Oxfordshire estates for only £1,300 a year (to Edward
Twiford of Northmoor) when they were supposed to be wor:h £1.900.%

2 TNA C 6/49/63.
2f TNA SP 237133 £.408.
5 TNA SP 23/176 £407.
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One may well ask why the Earl was willing to prolong his difficulties
when he might have cleared the fine by selling proper:y. The problem
was that under a settlement made years before by his greatgreat uncle
Sir Thomas Pope of Wroxton, the founder of the family forunes, the
family estates were entailed te Sir Thomas’s heirs who were thereby
obliged in turn 10 pass them on, intact. to the next generation. The only
way to break the entail was by a private Act of Pailiament, involving
time, trouble and lawyers’ bills, and in any case no self respecting
landowner wished to diminish the fumily’s property nor to betray a trust
that he had inherited.

However, in the circumstances it must eventually have seemed clear
that there was no altemative, and equally — in the circumstances
Parliament will have been happy to accede to such a private Act, since it
must by now have been apparent that the Earl’s fines were going to be
paid in no other way. In Februaiy 1651 an Act was passed to allow him
to sell propetty woith £500 a year, in order to pay the £4,000 outstanding
within a month.”™ Even then, the Earl only paid up in mid-April after
Parliament gave him a two-day ultimatum. Thereafter his estates were
restored to him, but with his income sensibly diminished and probably
lessened still further by the troubles ofthe previous ten years.

How the Earl spent the next tew years is unknown, although the sales
peninitted under his 1651 Act may have helped him for a while to live
beyond his income. It is likely that he was back at home by the time the
Act was passed, although he might have gone abroad again: it would
have been difficult to get it through without his active involvement, and
the existence of most English exiles in the 1650s has been characterised
as ‘impoverished and obscure.”*® Funds would have been difficult to
obtain abroad. and details in the long lisw of the Earl’s debts suggest that
he had still been trying to live the life o fa nobleman in England.

The memonial insciiption in Wroxton church, quoted below, speaks of
his travels. But it speaks too of his af¥ection for his family. The Ceuntess
died in 1656, having (according to the entry in the Coberley parlsh
register) ‘fassed from eanng and drinking before her death ten days.”
Diagnosis at this distance is of couise impossible, but she was only 31

> ME Green. Reports of the Committee for Compounding
’ PH Hardacre. “The Royalists in Exile during the Puritan Revolution’,
kumgzon Library Quarierfy, XVI, 4. August 1953, 355
Compie!ePeerage V. 1916.450n.7.
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(if as old as that) and if she had starved herself to death through
depression, perhaps it was not 10 be wondered at. Might concern for his
young daughter have keptthe Earl athome? Bom in 16435, she had been
chnstened for his own mother. Elizabeth. who had died when he was
only fifteen; he knew too what it was like 10 have been brought up
without a father, who had died when he was thrce. In the summer of
1660 the young Elizabeth was marned, to Francis Hemy Lee of
Ditchley, from her father's house at Cogges.

The Wroxton inscription also speaks of long and painful illness. What
this was, we de not know: there is nothing to support tbe censorious
snecr of Blacker Morgan, the nineteenth-century historian of the Dutten
family, that ‘his carly death was occasioned by continental
dissipation.”’' But the end came three days aficr Christmas 1660, at the
housc of an apothecary in Oxford. Among the innumerable claimants
apainst his estatc when he died were his physicians. Whatcver clsc, he
probably thought it wise to pay his doctors’ bills fairly punctually.
William Day, one of these, described how

‘for several years together the said Earl was vewy sickly and
weak during which time this decfendant being a chiwrgeon
was several times sent for and employed by the said Earl.
And that about eight months beforc the death of the said
Earl this defendant was paid for all his pains and attendance
till that time but the Earl continuing very wcak and more
out of order than at any time hcrctofor ... from that time
until the death of the said earl this defendant did centinuc
his attendance and care & pains and was with him for
several times in a day early and late ... and hath well and
truly deserved £20.’

Gilbert Jeffreys, another ‘chirurgcon®, had received £25 for
‘atendance in London and Oxford, to the neglect of othcr e mployments,
but deserves another £50.° To Aathur Tilliard, the apothecary in whose
house Downe had lived for the last ten months of his life, he had owed
four months back rentand £27.4s.5d ‘for physick sold and delivered to
thc said Earl at such reasonable rates as the same was worth.” His end
cannot have been happy.

His wife and his two brothers had all predeccased him. Nothing is
known of his brothers’ deaths, although neither lived to inherit the title

3! Blacker Morgan, Memoirs of the Butien Family, 106.
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of Earl of Downe. John Dutton died in 1657, a fcw months after his
unfoitunate daughter In his will he asked the Lord Protector himself,
Oliver Cromwell, 10 assume the guardianship of his nephew William and
expressed a wish ‘that when he [William] shall come to rip¢ness of age
.. a mairiage may be had and solemnised between my said nephew
William Dutton and the Lady Frances Cromwell his Highness's
youngest daughter which I much desire.’** In faimess to John Dut:on, be
and Cromwel | had long been personal friends in spite of their political
differences, but it seems surprising that after the spectacular collapse of
one ambitious marriage scheme be still hoped to promote another. In the
event, both the persons concemed married other people. To his
grandaughter Elizabeth, Dutton left nothing

The Earl’s will seems not to survive. but it appears that in it he left
everything — his debts included - to bis uncle, the Thomas Pope who it
will be remembered had aceuired the lease of Wroxton from Trinity
College and who would succeed him as thitd Earl of Dewne This had the
advantage of reuniting the famnily lands; but in the meantime there was
the matter of the debts which ¢!l to the estate. These were enorinous.*

There were substantial sums owed to people who had lent the Earl
money directly — £1,000 at six per cent from Philip Holman in 1650;
£1.650 at the same rate from John Holman; £300 from Francis Moore in
1654; £250 as late as June 1660 from William Angier on the security of
a 500-year lease of a fartm and five yardlands at Tadmarton. There was a
lesecy to his half sister, Mary Peniston, and 100 ounces of (silver) plate
to each of his executors. And theie were numerous lesser debts. all of
which fell to his uncle, the third Earl, to settle. Several seivants were
owed for up to fve years of back wages as well as legacies. Among
thein, James Tilliard ‘for several year [s waited upon the said Earl as one
of his gentlemen’: for back wages, expenses and a legacy he was owed
£183. £20 was due to Jonathan Roger, coachman; the same to John
Roger, ‘his keeper’, £50 to Robert Jordan, ‘his frenchman’. There was a
good deal owed for clothes: Richard Bales £27 ‘for ribbons gloves
scarfs[?] and trimming for suits and sundres’; John Sowde £89 for
‘sempstry ware’; John Savage £150 ‘for several suits of clothes made for
the earl and his servants and for one Master Moore to whomn several
suits were delivered by the appointment and direction of the late Earl.’
while another tailor was owed no less than £492.

32 TNA PROB 11:265/700.
3 INA C6/49/63; C 22/623/59; C 5/423/206,
130



Other debts are evidence of the Earl’s pleasures: Anthony Riffiord and
William Prosser demanded £53 between them for horse hamess, with
bills going back for six years hefore the Earl’s death: Richard Hook,
farrier, £13 for ‘keeping, dressing and curing several horse beasts of or
belonging te the said Earl’; Robe1t Brice £6 for a grey nag: John Povey
£19 ‘for several hawks and trimmings for hawks’ lures, dog couples and
other necessaries for hawks’. John Young was owed £25 for finit. sugar,
candles. fish and bread ‘and other grocery wares’; Robert Joy a mere £5
for wine, so that whatever the Earl’s vices may have been, perhaps drink
was not one of them (although Thomas Andrews of Witney was owed
£61 for ‘great quantities of malt’). And Thomas Deacon, butcher of
Witney, was owed £15.5s.9d. ‘for meat delivered at Cogges at the
marriage of .. the Lady Elizabeth Lee." Fur:heimore, he had lent the
Earl £100. Tradesmen could refer in their claims to notes and accounts
in their books. But on top of all these creditors (and many others like
them) there were a great many more people who were owed — or at least
who claimed to be owed — quite small sums and for whom it may have
been harder to provide legal evidence of their dues.

The third Earl seems to have setiled the larger debts; no doubt
substantial creditors like the Holmans could make more trouble if lef:
unpaid than lesser men could. But it would be ten years before everyone
and everything was set:led, and once again an Act of Parliament was
needed to do it By 1671 the third Earl of Downe was dead, leaving
three daughters but no male heirs to inherit the Pope family lands. The
Act provided for the sale of lands to the value of £7,50@ to recompense
the third Earl’s daughters for what their father had paid out. to pay off
outstanding claimants (of whom there were still a good number) and to
divide what was left over between them and Eliaebeth Lee. There still
remained substantial land holdings to be divided between the heiresses;
Elizabeth took some property with her to the Ditchley family (though,
afler the sales, not a great deal) while the third Earl’s second daughter,
Frances, in due course married Francis North and bought out her sisters’
shares. It was their descendants who would continue at Wroxton for the
next two hundred and ffy years, and although in strict justice Wroxton
Abbey ought to have become the property of the second Earl, the subject
of this narrative. perhaps it would not have remained so long in the
family if it had.

* TNA C89/15/23.
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There were many ways in which people suffered in those ditlicult
times. Rank carries its penalties as well as its rewards. Those who
suifered tor their principles arc the heroes; those who suffered fiom
circumstances beyond their control deserve our sympathies as well. The
second Earll’s epitaph in Wroxton church is probably noticed by few
people, and read by still fewer. But Sir Kenelm Digby’s attention and
sympathy, and the inscription placed on her father’s grave by his
daughter and her husband. tell of qualities on the part of the second Earl
that the bare, legal records of his troubles do not disclose.

Translated. the inscription runs
I*%S*E

The most noble lord Thomas Pope,
Baronet, of Wilcot on the County of Oxon. Lord Belturbet,
Earl of Downe in Ireland.
A man for whom one could wish nothing more than a longer lifc.
To his outstanding good looks and brilliancy of mind
were added moral integrity and an uncommon knowledge of attairs;
In whom his great affection for his family
was matched only by his loyalty (o his friends.
In everything he was most carefirl of what was ¢ ght and fair,
and was above all faithfiil to his king
Being moved by 1reasons in the wicked war
he took up anns on the most just but unfortunate side,
and having already been injured in his estates
he travelledbeyond the sea to the more polite parts of Europe,
nor idly but with a traveller’s true curiosity.
Returning to his native country.
(when happily he saw the return of bis most serene majesty Charles Il
thc worthy heir of so great a parent,
and. which was the one thing remaining,
he rejoiced in the most happy marriage of his dearest daughtcr Elizabeth
to Francis Hemy Lee, baronet, of Ditchley,
since it fulfilled all his hopes),
Daily in pain but staunchly resisting it,
he ytelded not unwillingly to Fate
in the year of our Lord 1660, on December 2811,
Aged 39.
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The memorial slab 10 Thomas 2™ Ear! ef Downe.
Photo by Chos Day.
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An Endnote: Wardship and Divorce

Feudal wardships were abolished by the Long Parliament in {646, they
had been a jong standing grievance, and would have been done away
with anyway. If the proposed Act of Parliament for the divorce had gone
through. the second Earl would have made legal history; since it did not,
neither did he. Another, tantalising ‘if’ is whether his predicament.
which was obviously well known at the time, might have played any part
in the formulation of the poet John Milton’s thinking when in 1643-S he
published several graund-breaking tracts on divorce. arguing ‘that some
conscionable and tender pity might be had of those who have unwarily,
in a thing they never practiced before. made themselves the bondmcn of
a luckless and helpless matrimeny.””” Milton's motivation was his own
marital problems, although he exactly described the Earl’s situation
when he observed that ‘wherc any indisposition is suspected, what more
usual than the persuasion of friends, that acquaimence, as it increases,
will attend alf?*** Milton’s argument throughout is that the essence of
marriage is companionship and love, and that where these are absent it
would be much better to divorce completely than to go on living
together —but this was fur too challenging a doctrine to be acceptable to
those who, whatever their political differcnces, were trying 10 maintain
convention and a due sccial order. ‘No Fault® divorce — eftectively what
Milton (and the Earl) were arguing for — would not be accepted till the
midtwentieth centuiy,

Appendix
The Earl of Downe's Estates in 1641

The Committee for Compounding made carefil enquiries, through its
agents. as to the resources of the royalists whom it fined. There are two
such lists ofthe Earl’s propeity, onemade in 1645 and the other in (651,
both purporting to give details of its value on the eve of the Civil War.”’
These are broadly in agreement; where the later differs from the earlier
this is noted in footnotes.

3 SJ van den Berg & W Scett Howard. ods, Milrer's Bierce Tracts, 2010. 42.
* ibid. 47.

T THA SP 23/176 £.403: SP 23/80 £.833.
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Rents of Assize™ £350

Hook Norton Farm £40
Hook Norton demesnes £350

Hook Norton warren £30
Wigginton wairen £30
Wiggintoo mill £14
Dundrop grounds® £200
Shewell [sic] grounds®® £200
Dundrop shecpwalk®’ £17
Swerford Park. £10
Hollycourt Fantn & mill*” £120%
Wilcot faim & meadows™ £30
Willaston grounds™ £240
Ardley farm®* £40
Fewcott tann £40
Bishop’s tenement in Ardley” £l11

Cogges fanm & woods®® £300
Enstonc faim £125
Coberley (Glos) manor £39]

‘Old rents there' £9

Halscad, Keat**
“Casualties by fiines heriots & perquisites of Court™® £300
‘Yecarly woed salcs’”

£140

¥ j.e. income from rents and copyholds.

** Dumhrop. in Heythrop parish. Sold by the Earl in 1651,

** Showell, in Heythrop parish.

o locluding (SP 23/80) 'the warren of conies' [i.e. rabbitsi,

“* Holly Court, in North Leigh parish.

3 Let for 4 years rent free, perhaps in rewumn for some accommodation of cash
in hand.

* Inherited by Elizabeth Lee in 1660, sold to Sohn Carey in 1667.

** probably Willaston south of Mixbury.

 SP 23/80 adds, below the Ardley entry. 'Phetiphares farm' [unideniified] £33.

Presumably the name of the tenant.

* loherited by Elizabeth Lee in 1660.

loherited by ihe Earl f:om his mother. 'long since sold' in 1645.

*® From SP 23/80.

*ibic.
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Eleanor Stone née Cash (1820-95), wife of Henry Stone
(W atercolour, probably by her dunghter Nellie or son Lewis, frem a
photograiph by R L. Graham, Top end of the Parade, Leamingten)
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THE JOURNAL OF ELEANOR STONE:
The origins of Henry Stone & Son Ltd (‘The Box Factory’)

Barrie Trinder

Jeremy Gibson's family papers include mo volumes of an occasional journal
writien between 1868 and 1894 by his grectgrandiiother Eleanor Stone (née
Cash), and a third with vecotlections of family Histovy. This article summarises
somie of the inwierial fram the jotrnal which is significant in the history of Banbury.

Eleanor was the daughter of Joseph Cash (1787-1870), ribbon merchant
and Quaker ot Coventry and his wife Sarah (née Southam, 1793-1879).
Her brothers John (1822-80) and Joseph Cash (1826-80) built the
celebrated coltage factory that stands alongside the Coventry Canal. In
the early nineteenth century Coventry’s industrial structure was archaic,
but its cultwal life was vibrant. That culture has been analysed by
Valerie Chancellor and John Prest, and is memorably portrayed in
Middlcmarch. The Cashes were fiiendly with Charles Bray {1811-84),
Joseph Gutteridge (1816-99), William Andrews (1835-1914) and George
Eliot (181980). Eleanor Stone’s diary is principally concemed with her
years in Banbury, but she also refiect on her youth in Coventry.'

Henry son of Henty Stone, grocer and waggon master,” and his wife
Elizabeth, was baptised at Banbury’s Friends Meeting House on 8
March 1818. He went into business as a booksetler and stationer, about
1840 in a shop in Parson’s Street. By 1843 he had moved to High Street,
probably to the shop which. when the properies were numbered in 1854,
became No 57. He was living there in 1851 with his sister Rachel and a
housemaid. Arousd the time of his mairiage to Eleanor Cash in 1857 he
moved to Coventry where the couple’s first two children were bor in
1858 and 1859 but they moved to Bath Street, Leamington, where Eleanor
gave birth to their third child in November 1860. Stone left the shop in
Banbusy in the charge of Edwin Hartley who had worked there since he
was a boy and who by 1861 was forwtally recognised as his partner.

' For Coventry in the early ninetecnth century see V E Chancellor, ed., Master
& Artisan in Victorian England (London: Evelyn. Adams & Mackay, 1969).
J Prest, The Mdustrial Revolution in Coventry (Oxfurd University Press,
1969); Victoria History of the County of Warwick, vol 8, The cily of Coventsy
and Borough af Warwick (Oxford Univeisity Press, 1969).

* See ‘The immediate Route from the metrupolis. ", C&C'H.12.1 (1991), 10.12.
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The first volume of Eleanor Stone's diary begins on 3 October 1868
when the couple were living in Coventry. where Henry kept a small and
apparently unproftable bookshop, while rctaining his interest in the
Banbury business to which he paid weekly visits. They remained active
in the cultural iife of Coventry and on May 21 dined with Thomas Bray
and his family.

Early in 1869 the couple’s cightyear old son Walter dicd, and they
contemplated a move to Banbury. The Coventry business showed no
signs of growth that would enable the repayment of loans from the bank.
A move to Banbury coupled with the anticipated departure of their two
boys for boarding school offered the prospcct of a household that wouid
be cheaper to run. The Banbuiy business was larger than that at
Coventry and had potential for growth, and at that time Henry found
Edwin Hartley a congenial partner.

The Stones rented the house at No 22 Horse Fair left vacant by the
death of Henry Beesley’ and moved there on 7 December 1869. They
were greeted by old acquaintances from the Banbury Quaker mecting
and Hen:y re-entercd thc Society of Friends, with bis three children, in
1875. The family remained in the Horse Fair until 1885 when they
moved to No 2 Broughton Road where Eleanor fuund the air rather
healthier.

John Cash presented hiis brother-in-law with his patent for a millboard
file shaped like a book. Hemry began to produce it in Banbury,
apparently using as his capital a £1080 loan from the solicitor James
Stockton. He invested in advertising at railway stations and a machine
[br cutting millboard. Manufiicturng began in March 1871 employing
two young people from Coventry who had experience in box-making at
John Cash’s ribbon works. One of them, Mary Clarke aged 2. was
living with the Stoncs at the time of the 187} census. Early in 1872
manutacturing was moved to two 50fi-long rooms in Parson’s Street,
next to what was then the Buck & Be¢/i (No 39), and the Stones
contemplated making other items. Mary Clarke returned to Coventry and
a Banbury gir took her place as supcrvisor. Dunng 1873 there were
problems in sccuring locks and snaps for the boxcs. That year Henry
sold his Coventry business, firecing him to concentrate on the box trade.

3 For Henry Beedey (1794-1869) scc B Trinder. ed, Victorian Banburyshire:
Three Memeirs (Banbury Historical Socicty. 2013). pp 24, 68, 93, 97. For a
photograph of the house se¢ ‘Banhury Academy’, J. Gihson, C&CH 19.4,p 89.
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In 1875 he added a room to the Parson’s Sireet premises and be gan to
manufacture omamental cabinets called Alambiques. From mid-1875 he
employed an agent in London but dismissed him the following year
Henry’s son Lewis Wycherley Stone worked in the business from the
late 1870s. Hemy was hopeful in 1378 that he might succeed William
Rusher as actuary of the Banbury Savings Bank, which, with a regular
salary. would have relieved lam ot financial anxieties. but he was
disappointed, the post apparently being in the gift of the Cartwight
family of Aynho. The boxmak ing business, based at No 57 High Strect,
appeared for the first time in the ‘Manufacturers’ section of Rusher's
Banbury List & Directory in 1881. The following year it was listed as
Stone’s Patent Boxes with its address in Parson’s Street,

Hemy faecd a crisis in November 1880 when a fellow Quaker told him that
Edwin Hartley contenplated seting up his own boekselling business,
apparently using eepital promised by Bemhard Samuelson for another
purpose’ Hatley had a complex understsnding of the High Stréet shop
which he had been managing for many years. Henty was unwell, while Lewis
Swene was fillly engaged with box-making. An agreement was reached before
Chrisnnas by which Hartley bought the Stones' share of the High Street shop.
paying £3500 down and £100 for seven ycars. Eleanor felt relief at the
agreement since the shep had never yielded sufficient revenue for two
patmets, and she was glad to be r.d of the connection witit Hawtley. The box
wade prospered in 1830, producing revenue of more than £508 of which only
£300 were requited for the family's living expenses, and in January 1381
Eleanor was cautiotssly optimistic about the funtre of the business. In 138l
the entewpr se empleyed two men, two boys, six wemen and six girls.

Henry again suftered from ill-health in 1882, and in August 18382
Eleanor recorded ‘Lewis takes care of the business and does his very
best to make it grow’. By this time there were competiiors in the patent
box trade but in December 1883 she recorded that business in Parson’s
Street had grown under the active and encrgetic direction of her sen
Lewis, He had developed new products as well as managing the
business, and was seeking a site for a new factory. In July 1883 he
arranged the first excursien for his employees. who were conveyed in
four carriages to Compton Wynyates and Edgehill.

¢ Por William Rusher (1815-78) see Trinder. Viciorian Banburyshive, pp 1i6-17.

% Sir Bernhard Samuelson (12204907), owner of the Britannia Itronworks,
Banbuty, MP for Banbury 1859/1865-95, ironmaster in Cleveland.
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STONE'S PATENT JNVBRX FiLE.
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Files, ete, 1882,
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In August 1884 the Stones moved their business to a purposebuilt
factory in Gateer.dge Street where thcy expanded into the making of
paper boxes.® They were cheered in 1885 by the prospect that Harry
might eam a good salary in India. and took on one of Harry's friends as
their representative in London but be proved a failure. Nevertheless a
cheaper file that Lewis introduced in 1886 proved successfil, as did a
patent drawer box, and the trade in paper boxes increased.. The original
patent box was still selling in the mid-1880s, but at a reduced rate. In the
spring of 1889 the turmover had increased to £5.000, Lewis was planning
to double the size of the factory and took as his partner Eyre Crowe an
engineer in his mid-twenties who had been employed by Sir Bemmhard
Samuelson at the Britannia Works Crowe was bormn in Poland, the son
of Edward Crowe, a civil engineer who by 1871 had settlcd on Teesside
where he doubtless came into contact with Samuelson. Crowe married a
Banbuiy woman and lived at Oveithoipe by 1894 and subscquently at
No 30 Oxford Road, andby 1903 at Bodicote. By 191 1 he was living in
retirement at Berkhamstead. Eleanor records the marniage of his sister
{Elea]}Nora to the Banbury brewer Allets Dunnell in 1894.

By 1898 Lewis Stone’s company adver.ised that they were manu-
facturers of the ‘Mozar:’ cabinets for music, the ‘Referee’ cabinet letter
files. ofltce & library cabinets & pigeon holes, Stone’s patent boxes,
Stone’s World's Files, the Red Letter File, Stone’s Patent ®rawer Boxes.
Stone’s ‘Popular’ cabinets as well as special cabinets, boxes and files
made to order, and high class fancy paper boxes. The business became a
limited company Henry Stone & Son Ltd in 1899.

The diaries end sadly. In 1893 Eleanor had been afilicted with an ailment
that local doctors could not diagnose. She underwent treatment in London.
which was initially successful, but she was clcarly unwell and dependent on
the care of her daughter and displayed an increasing interest in spiritualisin
dunng 1894. Henty was conf.ned to his bed and got up only occasionally in
the first four months of 1894. Hany’s return to India in June 1894 followed
by that of his wific and son in Sepember was clearly depressing. In a
sprawling hand Eleanor attempted a fizther entiy after recoding details of
the end of her grandson’s stay in England. but she related that she was il
and could not write properly. Both she and Henty died in 1895.

¢ Foran aeral view of the evennual works in the 1920s see C&CH. 14.5 ppl20-21.
7 Two pamphlets published by Heniy Stone & Soun Ltd descnibe the latec years of
the company. Sizty Yaars: An Uncommon huamess {1928} and An Uncomnon

Busimess: being an account of Henwy Stone & Sovt Lid, Barnbury (1968).
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The early career of Eleanor’s son Joseph Henuy (Hamy) Stone
provides evidence of the impact of the Empire on provincial England.
Hany was bom in 1858 and from 1869 he and his brother Lewis
attended Sidcot School near Winscombe in the Mendips. a Quaker
foundation of 1699. From Easter 1873 they went to the school at
Bussage near Stroud (see below). About eighteenth months later Harry
became a pupil teacher at Ackworth, the Quaker school near Ponteftact.
and subsequently spent about a year studying in London. When he teck
an examination in London in t877 he stayed by invitation with Joseph
Bevan Braithwaite (1818-1905) and his wite Maitha (1823-95) dau ghter
of the Banbury banker Josep h Ashby Gillett (1795-1853). He retumed to
Ackworth, and then taught in schools at Stoke Newington and Southport
betore going up to Cambridge in October 1882. He was awarded second
class honours in the History Tripos in 1885 after which be did some
extension lecturing before Oscar Browning (1837-1923), historian and
Fellow of King's College, recommended him 10 Lord Randolph
Churchill (184994). then Secremry of State for India, asprincipal of the
Noimal School in Madras with a salary of 600 1upees a month or £720
per year. Hany duly took up the post, taking the feny from Dover to
Calais on 5 December 1885, travelling by rail to Brindisi and thence by
steamer. and writing weekly letters bome. Befure the end of 1886 be was
promoted to professor of history at the Presidential College, Madras.
Eleanor recorded his visit home in the summer of 1888, and the arrival
of a letter in the following February infonning his family that he was
engaged to be married to Dagmar Christine Brassington, daughter of a
govermnment architect in Madras. The wedding took place in May of that
year, and on 11 November 1850 Dagmar gave birth to a son. Henry
Brassington Stone. During 1890 Harry became principal of
Kumbhakonam College. The couple and their son visited Banbury in
1894, initially staying at No 3 Broughton Road that was then vacant.
Harry lefi for India early in June while the boy and Dagmar remained,
and enjoyed a holiday with Nelly at Mortehoc in North Devon before
they too went back to India in the autumn.

The Stones” second son, Lewis Wycherley, began at Sidcot School at
midsummer 1869, and moved at Easter 1873 to Bussage. He spent some
months in 1876 in the office of Charles Davids,® surveyor, in Banbury,
but afterwards worked in the family box-making business, and was soon

¥ Far Davids see Triader, Fictorian Banburyshire: Three Memeirs, p 10,
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cffectively its manager. He ceased to attend the Friends® meeting
preferring the services at tbe Congregational Chapel in South Bar
conducted by his friend tbe Revd Charles Craddock. In 1890 he became
engaged to Mairy Day, daughter of the Rev Maurice Day, Headmaster of
King’s Cathedral School, Worcester. She had served two years as a
district nurse in Banbury. The couple were married in September 1891,
and after contemplating a move to the Dowcr House at Wroxton. where
they could have accommodated Lewis's parents and sister. thcy had
settled by the spring of 1894 in a new house on Oxford Road on the site
of Perty’s nursery. By 190} the couple were living in Abingdon.

The Stones’ daughter Sarab Eleanor. usually known as Nelly, was bern
in 1863 and attended various schools, including that once wn by the
Misses Eason on Oxford Road, which educated many of the daughtets of
Banbury’s wealthier citizens. She later went to Ackworth although her
education there was disrupted by a hip problem. In her adult years she did
somg private teaching, and her mother was anxious that the family income
would not fall to a level which would force her to seek a situation away
from home. By her late twenties she was her parents” carer. descnbed by
Eleanor as ‘nurse, housekeeper. coirespondent. and in fact everything a
daughter could be’. After her parents died she married B Kirkinan Gray
(1862-1907). author of 4 Hiswery of English Philanithrepy, published in
1905, and after his death masried a cousin, Thomas Amold Cash. A
collection of reviews of Gray’s book is among the family papers.

The Quaker schools at Ackwor.h and Sidcot still f.ourish but Eleanor
Stone’s children also attended a school @t Bussage Housc in the par:sh of
Bisley near Stroud in Gloucestershire which is less well known and is
not mentioned in Volume 11 of the Victeria County Histery of
Gloucesterstiire (1976). Its headmaster was John Sibree, born in
Coventry in 1824, son of a dissenting minister, who was mairied to
Eleanor’s sister Anna. He held a Master’s degree and was a Licentiate of
the College of Preceptors. In 1851 he was working as a schoolmaster in
Painswick and Eleanor was staying with the couple on 30 March of that
year. His frst pupils were the sons of Samuel Marling of King's Stanley
Mill.” He remained in Painswick in 1861 by which time he and his wife
had five children, but established his school at Bussage House soon
afterwards, and certainly by 1868 when Eicanor spent a fortnight there

* For the Marling family sece M Stratten & B Trinder, “Stanlcy Mill,
Cloucestershire®, PostMedievai Archacolegy, vol 22 (1988). pp 143-80.
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while her husband was in Switzerland. In 1871 there were 17 boarder
pupils. Most were ftom Gloucestershire but they included Sidney and
John Cash bom in Coventry. One of the tutors, 19-year-old George
Jones was a Banburian. Harry and Lewis Stone attended the school in
1873-74. In 1881 John Sibree had 24 boarders, and employed six
teachers, including three of his children. The 1881 census records that
Anna Sibree and one of her daughters staying with the Stones in
Banbuwiy and ten years later both she and her husband, then aged 67 were
at No 2 Broughton Road. By 1894 Eleanor recorded that they had settled
in a cottage in the orchard near the school, ‘relieved in great measure
from trial of teaching’. The school contiswed and by 1897 it was under
the direction of their son the Revd Francis Sibree, MA (Oxon)

The Stones usually took annual holidays except when illness intervened.
They went several times to North Wales, the Lake District and Devon. but
Hemy and Elcanor’s last holiday together in 1893 was at Sun Rising,
Edgehill, which they rented for six weeks because their doctor advised
that Hemy’s health did not permit a railway journey. In the sunumer of
1868 Henry spent in month in Switzerlland, the fiist, and apparently the
only time he went abroad. The family holiday at Windertnere in 1878 was
par:icularly memoiable. Lewis and Harty Stone leamed to row on the
lake, and they attended a Quaker meeting that was addressed by the
celebrated photogiapher Francis Frith (1822-1898) who was staying at
Grasmere. Fiith, a native of Chesterfield, trained as a cutler, but became a
photographer in Liveipool in 1850. Five years later he disposed of his
other interesw to concentrate on photography and made bis first recording
trip to the Middle East in 1856. He founded the firm Francis Frth and Co
at Reigate in 1859 and embarked on a prejiect to photograph every town
and village in the United Kingdom. He became a Quaker minister in 1872,
Eleanor recorded that he gave *a very stiiking address. a genuine Quaker
sermon. spinifual and practical’.

The Stones were Liberal in their politics in the 1860s. Henry was
disappointed when the Conservatives. against the national trend, won the
seat at Coventry in the election of 1868, although satisfied that Bemhard
Samuelson retained Banbury. Before retuming to Coventry after that
election Henry dined with the banker Timothy Rhodes Cobb (1797-
1875), who was evidently a close friend. When Cobb’s widow Mary left
Banbuiy for London after bis death Eleanor commented that when had
been ‘a very intimate and constant fitend'. Henry served on the borough
council and was mayor in 1875-76.
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Henry Stone’s attendance at a conference in London in 1876 during
the crisis over the Eastern Question prompted Eleanor to recerd her
memeries of the Intermational Peace Conference she atiended in Paris.
This was the third of a series of international gathenngs of members of
peace societies, held between 1843 and 1853. The first, in London in
1843, was organised by the Birmingham Quaker and philanthropist
Joseph Sturge (1793-1859). Eleanor’s memery was at fault in that she
recalled that the Paris conference teok place in 1851, and that it was
linked with the Great Exhibition in the Crystal Palace. It was, in fact.
held on 22-24 August 1849 and its president, as Eleaner cerrectly
recalls, was Victor Hugo. She probably confused it with the fif:h
conference in the series that took place during the Great Exhibitien tn
1851. Eleaner attended the conference with her sister Mary Ann, her
brother John and several Quaker kin. They joined other British delegates
in Londen and travelled to Felkestone in a special train with white flags
flyng. Afiter a smosth crossing by steamer there were delays at
Boulogne before they travelled to Paris te stay at the Hotel d’Angleterrc.
There they met the women’s suffrage advocate, the Quaker Anne Knight
(1786-1862) then resident in France, who was a ‘kind friend" to the Cash
family party throughout their stay. Fleanor met Joseph Sturge, Richard
Cobden (1804-65), and Henry Vincent (1813-78). popular lecturer and
Chartist candidate fer Banbury in 1841. Chaperoned by Anne Knight,
she attended a soirée at the Foreign Office hosted by the political
philesopher Alexis de Tocqueville (180559), then French foreign
minister. She went to see the fourtains play at Versailles, saw many of
the sights of Paris, and used money inherited from an aunt to buy a gold
chain. The conference proceedings were published by the Lendon
Quaker beok seller and printer Charles Gilpin (1815-75), founder of 7he
Friend,

The unexpected death of George Eliot {(Marian Evans) prompted
Eleanor to recall her family’s associations with paities that they beth
atended with Charles Bray and at the home of her newly-married
brether. She recalled George Eliet’s appreciation of the humblcst eff oits
of other paiticipanis in writing games, and remembered that on one
occasien the novelist read through the whole of Twelfth Night in an
evening. She also recalled a visit to George Eliot in Lendon when she
remembered the seplisticated interier design of her home and the
nevelist's recollections of the tangled hedgerows of Warwickshire .

Hluswrations sup plied by Jeremy Gibson.
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ELEANOR STONE’S RECIPE BOOK
Helen Ferde

Eleanor Stone, nee Cash, was Jeremy Gibson’s greal grandmother. She
kept a handwritien book of recipes of some 150 pages to which were
added a few newspaper cuttings and odd notes. No date is given, but
since 1887 champagne is mentioned it is must date from after that. The
style suggests that is a fairly typical compilation of that period for a
respectable middle class woman living in some comfort in a provincial
town. The Quaker tamily moved for economy reasons to 22 Horse Fair,
Banbury from Coventry in 1869 and Mrs Stone spent the rest of her life
in Banbury though she travelled quite widely. The family consisted at
that time of Hemy Stone, bookseller stationer, Eleanor his wife, sons
Henry and Lewis and a daughter Sarah. The household then included
one maid. Mary Brewer, but by the time of the 1891 census the family
had moved to 2 Broughton Road, Banbury and were also employing a
cook.

The first 68 pages give the impression of being copied out fiom
another source, being all recipes for puddings and in a veiy unitorm
style and ink colour; perhaps there was an earlier version. Thereaf:er the
recipes tor diffierent courses arc mixed up. starting with ‘Mrs Burton’s
soup for a supper’ which the index refers to as a ‘Ball supper’. The
provenance of many of the recipes is given — Miss Cuirie supplied that
tor the Cold Swiss pudding. Mrs Moore the Piune Shape, Madame D
was notable for her creams — chocolate, vanilla, coffiee and lemon — the
white bread was from a recipe by Mrs Sanders and ‘Pain de Veau 2’
came from Eleanor’s mother. Sarah Cash. The Devizes School of
Cookery is credited with a recipe for ‘Gateau de Pommc’ and another
for *Macaroni 4 la Milanaise” and Mrs Hussey was clearly an expert on
custards, jellies. clear soups, beef tea and blancmange. Mrs Abbott may
have had a glut of rhubarb since she provided a recipe for it both stewed
and as cheese; for both it is recommended that cochineal is used to
improve the colow. Some of the cakes are attiibuted to Thwaite - both
lunch and ground rice cake. Towards the end, when the recipes are less
well organised, many arc fiom Mrs Glemham. who recommendcd
flavouring for meat pies consisting of ‘3 nutmegs, the same weight of
mace and as much cayenne as goes on a 6d’. Having pounded these
together the instructions are ‘put all in a bottle and cork. Use".

147



Was the book for the use of Mrs Stone or her cook? Earlier in her life
she is known to have done the cooking herself (Jouenal, December 1879)
and although some of the recipes include instructions such as ‘Send
instantly to table’ (Cavalier’s Broil) indicating an insttuction to a
servant, the majorty end with the cooking process or suggestions for
serving: ‘turn out and serve with white sauce round it (Entrée of Green
Peas is quite a8 common suggestion) or ‘serve on a folded napkin’
(Polpeti:e). A recipe fer ‘Soup from Bones’ suggests that they should be
boiled up three times for 12 hours a time, but ends with the instruction
that ‘All pieces fiom bones to be given to the chickens’. How nutritious
these would be after 36 hours ot cecking is doubtful. One of the odder
suggestions is that round the Thwaite cakes a piece of newspaper should
be put, doubled, to protrude some inches above the tin, presumably to
contain the cakes if they rose above the rim when cooking, though there
must have been a risk of the paper burning. In the same recipe this
instruction is fellowed by what appears to be an afterthought: *Of course
grease the tins and wet the top of the cakes with milk’. The book itself
shows no sign of food being dropped on it, as is so often the case where
books are used in the kitchen. Perhaps Mrs Stone was adept at
remembering the instructions from a previous preparation or had a
weekly reperoire. The index, in the same hand, lists the recipes up to
page 108 and against some of the entries there is a cross with dots
between the lines, against some just plain crosses, and against a fcw,
noughts. Were the first categoy favourites? Or ones that had been
tested? There is no way of knowing. Most of the recipes include fairly
precise quantities and instructions; not surprisingly the length of cooking
time is usually quite general though she is vely precise in stating that it
takes 2 minutes to poach whipped egg whites and about 8 minutes to
make the custard for Snow Eggs: as in many of the other recipes where a
custard is cooked she is very clear that it should be stirred “‘one way, till
it thickens but does not curdle'. She refers to both ‘the fre’ and ‘the
stove’; she, or the cook, must have been cooking on a range but the
frequent phrase ‘stir over the fire’ or ‘a gentle’ or ‘slow’ or ‘brsk’ or
even a ‘clear’ fire suggests that those were still current expressions
relating to an open fire.

The ingredients mentioned are all familiar though modetn cooks
would probably not use isinglass: she mentions it as an alternative to
gelatine wliich was more expensive at the time Much use is made ot
milk and cream especially in puddings; clearly there was plenty to be
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had locally and she even includes instructions for making butter with the
cream. Eggs are used frequently as ingryedients and the shells for clear:ng
broths or stock. Vegetables are predictable — turnips. carrots, onions and
celery in particular and occasionally shallots, peas. beans, leeks or
spinach. They are added to soups and gravies though ofeen cooked far
longer than would be the custom today Pickled mushreoms are
frequently suggested as additions to sauces round the meat. The
vegetable which might have been expected to figure quite largely is
noticeably absent — the potato. Perhaps they only ever boiled or baked
potatoes. Spices include cuny powder. ginger, preserved ginger. nutmeg,
mace, salt. both common and Bay (possibly sea). pepper coms and
cayenne pepper: herbs, presumably from the garden, include parsley,
thyme, marjoram, sage and bay leaves (referred to as laurel} and juniper
berries. Saltpetre is used for pickling beef, pork or ham.

Little reference is made to the sources feor the ingredients except after
the Soup for a Ball supper where the text continues straight into
information about the claret and wine supplied for a supper of 188
people. Two dozen bottles of claret were sent from the Anmy and Navy
Stores (19 were consumed), four bottles of sheiry (6 sent), 2 bottles of
whisky and lemonade and soda water. She gives the cost of the Rieja
Spanish Claret as 12s. a dozen and [Cailwith] no ®as 13s. a dozen: these
appear to be for making claret cup from °‘Eddie Craig’s recipe’ as
Australian red wine no 4 is noted as a drinkin g wine costing 17s. a dozen
or [8s. for half bottles. St Hubeit’s' cost 26s. a dozen, 1887 Achille
Moral special cased reserve no.33 champagne’ S3s., or 28s. for half
bottles and Dow’s port’ bin no.11 34s. The Anny and Navy stores were
also the source of lemon essence for making lemonade ‘the same used in
the Refreshment rooms there’. Cadbwy’s cocoa was an altemative
ingredient to grated chocolate when making Chocolate Cream and in one
recipe the instruction is to use ‘a 6d packet of Nelson's gelatine”.

St Hubert's winc was made in the Yar:a valley, initially by Huber: de Castella
in 1862 and by 1901 was the largest eswte in the area with 260 acres under
vine, producing over 20.000 cases of quality wine. Only a small area is now
under vine.

Achille Pr ncier champagne is a champagne houwse in Epernay where the wine
is stored in eighteenth cenniry cellars cut out of the chalk This may or may
not be developed f:om the company identif ed here.

Dow’s per: is made from vines in the Uppcr Dowro valley and is still in
production

2
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The utensils mentioned are fairly simple — pots, saucepans and stew
pans, skillets, baking trays, basins, jelly bags, graters. strainers of f ne or
coarse muslin. ‘cullenders’, moulds for shapes or curd moulds made of
tin or china for draining creams and dishes for serving. The recipe for
baked pears contains the instriction that the prepared fiuit should be
placed in ‘a block tin saucepan which is quite bright in the inside with a
lid to ft tight’ after which they must be stewed or baked for about 6
hours. Jam Sponge Roll is cooked in a Yorkshire tin and from the
description it is clearly a filat tin so that the sponge could be rolled.
Occasionally whisking and beating is done with cutlery; using a wooden
spoon for Vanilla Cream is not suiprising but recommending a silver
spoon for St Austin’s Cream or a knife for the egg whites required for an
‘Omlet Soufllé with preseive’ or for the six whole eggs for Conservative
pudding, would be unusual today. Whisks are also mentioned so
presumably the use of cutlery was to achieve a special effec,

What did Jferemy's Quaker focbears eat? Their diet, on the evidence of
the recipes, was good quality. Since there are no menus as such it is
impossible to speculate on the combination of dishes and whether some
additional dishes. for example just boiled vegetables, and in particular
potatoes, were also served. However the range is quite wide and includes
a number of French, ltalian and Indian dishes including cunry about
which Mrs Stone is enthusiastic. To make Kali Khan’s Cuity, a chicken
dish, the spices and curds must be cooked ‘all together until the mixture
looks rich and emits a fine smell’. Common Madras Curry is
pronounced ‘very fine’ and the Prawn Curry is the only recipe to
mention any form of fish in the whole collection. Instructions are given
as to how ‘to boil rice properly’, ensur-ng that the cooked grains do not
stick together French foed, or recipes with French titles. appears quite
commonly; ‘Gateau de Pommes’ however is nothing more than apples
stewed with very little water, of which part is coloured so that it is in
stripes when turned out of the mould; the preparation of ‘Qucnclle of
Rabbit’ is described together with the suggestion that white sauce should
be poured over it ‘when it is dished up in a circle with some gacnish if
liked™. The appearance must have been almost entirely white without
the gamish, but usually the appearance of the food itself seems to have
been important. Sweet dishes were frequently decorated with preserved
fiuits though the instructions for the preparation of a ‘Chatereuse’
[Chartreuse?] Cake of Variegated Fruits were unique — ‘line a charlottc
mould very tastefully with various kinds of fiuit, such asstoned cherries,
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strawbeiries, pieces ot peaches, apricots etc by dipping them into Jelly,
forming some design at the bottom of the mould and building them in
reverse rows up the sides’. The inter.or is filled with cream as made for
Charlotte Russe and the whole turned out when cold. [t must have
looked magnificent

Many of the recipes are for steamed puddings, both savouy and sweet
using suet; these are usually the ones with English names as one might
expect — Turkey pudding (figs), Amber pudding (orange marmalade)
and Brown George pudding (treacle and ginger). Most arc served with
sauces or creams of which there are many varieties. Milk puddings also
figure such as sago, vennicelli and tapioca. Soups, broths, beef tea (Dr
Brec’s Beet tea made fiom 1 gallon of water and 2 Ibs of beef had to be
simmered for 14 hours 10 reduce it to a quart) are prepared from basic
ingredicnts though few go as far as the instuctions for boiling up a
sheep’s head for soup. Drinks are included, soft ones, such as lemonade,
or alcoholic ones such as orange brandy, cassis and claret cup for which
there arc two recipes, indicating that there was no teetotalism.

It is clear that the Stone family enjoyed a variety of feods. sourced
quite widely with good ingredients. Occasionally there arc suggestions
about how to make a more economical variation of a dish but most
assume a cedait level of middle class expenditure. The emphasis on
sugar, as used in the numerous puddings, is perhaps less to the modemn
taste but there would have been a need for additional sustenance in an
age with fcw of the modern appliances. Mrs Stone must have presided
over a well-ted fumily.

Free @ffer of back issues of CAKE AN® COCKHORSE

In tbe summer we sent members a Digest of the articles that bave appeared sincc
the stait of Cake & Cockirerse in 1959, Stock of many issues, from 7970 un
{(Vdume 4, No 7) remain available, We dffiered members as many issues as they
liked fiee apart from postage and paking: plus we hope a modest donation.

It is disappointing te have had a response from only a dozen or so members,
although those who did apply have relieved us ol over a hundred copies. Very
many still remain from those published since 1969 (though, inevitabty, the odd
issues are missing throughout). So do please save us having te tirow suiplus away.

Enclosed is a simpted-page leaflet again listing those surpius articlesissues.

As before, requests to Jeremy Gibson, Harts Cottage, Church Hanborough,
Wimey OX29 8AB (jercmy gibson@efhbroadband.net). preferably with your
own emait address for prompt acknowledgment. Send no meney: invoice Ior
p&pwill accompany despach of copies,
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Boek Reviews

Victorian Banbmiyshirve: Three Memuoirs (Saraft Beesley 18121892, Ttiomas
Ward Buxs 1825-1903, Thomas Batler Guny 1863). Ediled by Barrie Trinder,
Hardback, 318pp. 24 iltustrations, 5 maps. 5 pedigrees. 2013; Banbury
Historical Society vol. 33, in conjuncion with Robert Boyd Publications.
(ISBN 978.0-900129-31-5). Free to memhecs. Retail £20.00 + £3.40 p&p

In this handsome volume. the latest in the long series of Banbury historical
texts. Barie Trinder has made available, meticulously annotated the memoirs
of three local authors. all born between 1812 and 1826 Although the three
Joutnats differ in character — that of Sarah Becsley. entitled My £ ifie was wrilten
retospectively from diaries and letters, and concentrated largely on herself. her
family, domestic activities and the politics of ninetecnth centuiy Banbury;
Thomas Ward Boss wrote his piece at the behest of old fiiends in 1903, and
oftered 'a few recollections of my native town and other personal
reminiscences’, and Thomas Butler Gunn's contribution is his diaty of tive
months in 1863 after he had retumed to England from the USA where he had
worked as an illustrator and reporter during the early years of the Civil War
That (oo is sometimes retrospective. The choiceof these three authors therelore
illumninates much abouwt Banbury and its inhabitants in the mid nineteenth
century. albeit that the texw by Beesley and Boss arc recollections rather than
daily events and the emphases are consequenlly their own. The memoirs chime
nicely with other published recollections of Banbury, notably George Herbert's
Sheemaker's Windew written between 1898 and 1900

Barvie Trinder has brought together the subjects covered by the memoitsina
valuable introduction, distilling the information offered by all three authows
under uselul headings including the provision of education in Banbuty. the
politics of mid nineteenth century Banbury. the changes in ransport including
the coming of the railway to Banbury. the improved postal services and
Banbury's relationship with Oxford, London and the wider world. Each author
is also accorded a full genealogical introduction. which incidentally underlines
the strong connections betwceen several of Banbuiy's leading families during the
period Thedetail will provide useful infermation to future historians at pains to
untangle a complex set of relationships. Connections between Banburian
scholars and innovators are documented, illuminating, for example, the reasons
for tile relationship between the Warwickshire Nawralists’ and Archaeologists’
Field Club and Thomas Beesley. Sarah’s husband, a keen geolognist. Events
such as riots over elections or the Swing riots. which feature in both Beesleys
account and that of Thomas Boss are also noted. though by including the two
authois in one volume it is clear that recollections and understanding of such
events can differ; a timely reminder that diaries and reminiscences are not
always (o be tmsted as evidence.
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Each author has particular ioteiests, Sarah Beesley in particular noting the
holders of various civic posts many of which were held by friends or relations
She had the advantage of referring to her own diar.es in which she must have
recorded not only these names but also the purmnbers living in Banbuiy during
her life time as recorded in the census: it was a time of change with the total
population almost doubling between 1841 and 1891. She also demonstrates the
Victor.an preoccupation with health in a period when the provision of sanitation
and drainage became a serious issue, but also at a time when, despite
considerable advances in medicine, many illnesses were not well understood.
Meetings with family and friends played a large partin her life, none more so
than that in 1892 between herself and her sister Harriet wbo had emigiated to
Austrahia forty years betore

Thomas Boss divided his recollections, given as a lecmie at the Municipal
Schools in Banbury in 1903, into topics where there is much detail of a kind
which it would be hard to find elsewhere. The description of the way in which
the London Waggon from Banbury was loaded is clearly taken from experience:
‘A large punt.. was suspended by chaios to the bottomn of the waggon between
the wheels. In this punt lambs, sheep. pigs and peultry of various sorts were
carried. being fed at intervals of the journey. In the bed of the waggon goods of
a heavy character were packed three or Jour feet in height; on the top of these
were five or six liers consisting of butter in flats, and carcasses of sheep and
pigs’ (p. 179). Further details follow of the methods used to prevent the load
tilting too far and ‘Geed heavy mohair cur:ains securely closed up the back’.
The account is undated but it relates to the pre-railway era: he recorded the
advent of the railway with enthusiasm, regarding it as having ‘spread so many
improvements and blessings over the land”. Although the subject matter ol his
reminiscences can on occasion be rather random, the detail is remarkable, not
least in the description of the common ash pit in central Banbury into which the
residents poured their howse refuse (p. (85).

Thomas Butler Gunn was not disposed %0 deal with the minutiae of everyday
lile in his diary, other than those relating to the arrangemeonts for his father’s
funeral and for his own manijage. His concems are relaled to his occupation as a
journalist and his attempts to get his literary works published. The editor has
sensibly paraphrased some of Gunn’s lengthier passages, leaving the reader
with details of the sights of London. including an account of ravelling on the
Underground Railway very shortly afier it opened in1863, and impressions of
Banbury and surrounding villages many years after Gunn had first lefi: to go to
the USA. Prior to the transcript of the diary of that year - 1t was the final volume
of at least 23, now held in the Missour History Museurn - Baitie Trinder has
added an account of Gunn's very interesting travels in the USA, in his role as a
reperer of for the antislavery paper, the New York Tribune Although of less
interest to Banbury historians it is a reminder that the mid nineteenth century
was a period of exploration for many of those who were prepared 1o take their
chance on other continents.
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The volume i1s well illustrated witb pictures of Banbuiy and its buildings as
the authors might have known them and the maps and pedigrees are a very
useful addition to keeping track of the details of the texts

Helen Forde

The Quaker Clockmakers of North Oxfordshire, Tim Marshall. Hardback. 256
pp. 500+ ill:strations, 20 x 25cm., Mayfield Books. 2013. (ISBN: 978.0-
9540525-6-1). £48.00 + p&p

This beok is the culmination of over twenly years stady research by the author
and focuses on an arca of horology never covered belore in a dedicated
publication.*? By including historical infoimation on Quakerism, details of the
Meeting Houses, extracts from documents, and details of clocks, the book
delivecs an integrated view of the north Oxford:<hire clockmakiog industty and the
people who drove 1t until mass production in the nineteenth century eventually
forced the decline of 1ural clockmaking skills. The historical dewil combines
with the horological content to give the book a broad appeal. Histoans gain a
detailed insight into one of the eighteenth centusy trades in the area and clock
enthusiasts benef .t from the extensive fresh material that has been included.

The overall stricomire of the book works well, moving gradualy fom a
general hiswoiy of Quakerism to i% history in north Oxfordshire, the
involvement of local clockmakers. and the clocks they produced The book can
thus be read in s natural sequence or the later chapters used directly as a
refereuce aid. Features of clocks are described in the (often lengthy) captions to
illustrations Separale chapters are provided oo signed and unsigned “hcop and
spike” clocks which {ormed the bulk of the clockmakers’ output in the mid
etghteenth centwy and which are ofien a specifi.c interest of collectors. These
clocks gain their name from the frame of the clock movement which has an iron
hoop and two spikes projecting from the rear allowing the clock to be hung o
an iron hook which could be either in a case or on a wall.

The page facing chapter | has a handy map of the main area covered, showing
the clock-making towns and villages of north Oxfoidshire and neaiby parts of
Waiwickshire. Chapter | concentrates on the origins of Quakerism and i
practices. cxplaining the years of persecution and evenntal acceptance The
Quaker organisation was not hierarchical and was repiesented by concentric
circles and the author asks whether this 10spired the ring and zig-2a2 dial design
that appears on so many of the mid-eighteenth centwsy clucks Quakers supported
the practice of “apprenticeship™ and the author includes a diagram of clockmakiog

! The wider topic of Oxferdshire clockmaking has been covered some fifly years ago in
Clochanaking in @xfercisivre 1400-1850, C F C Beeson, 1962, published by the
Antiquarian Horological Society in association with the 8anbury Historical Socicty.

? Books on longcasc clocks often include north Oxfordshire Quaker examples, but ure
not dedicated to the topic.
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families with different colour lines to show relationships that are family, “master
and apprentice™ and “Quaker meeting associak™. Horologists will recognise the
famlies of Gilkes, Fardon and May that ferm the major part of the diagram.

Chapter 2 describes how Quakerism came 1o north Oxferdshire in the mid
1650s, first to Banbury, closely fellowed by mectings being established in the
nearby villages. each of which feature strongly as the locations of clockmaking
families. Later expansion of clockmaking to other villages is outlined, helped
by the strong support of apprenticeship.

In chapter 3 the author delves deeper by discussing the history of several
Meeting Houses, the roles that clockmakeis ook in the organisation, minutes
involving clockmakers and burial infermation. For example in Sibford, Thomas
Gilkes senior was the first clockmaker and was minister there for over lifty
years and his son was Clerk Richard Gilkes married there in 1744, and three
Sibfisrd clockmakers lie in the burial ground.

Clockmakers and their clocks are the focus of chapter 4, which contains 333
of the book’s 500-plus illustrations. The chapter is organised by famuly name.
and for each, all clockmaking descendants are described, with bivgraphical
information on their working locations, involvement in Quaker meetings.
apprentices, immediaie }amilies and examples of clocks that bear their name
The author takes the opportunity to add numerous other details fur each
clockmaker when available: examples are will texts. inventories, property.
clockwork styles and dating conclusions, and morc. The chapter is a mine of
information on each clockmaker, which needs to be studied carefuily to absorb
the detail, Generally, pictures of the clocks are very good and a credit to the
publication, but fer the keen collector some may not show enough of the detail.

The first clockmaker described is John Nethercott of Long Compton (despite
the fact he was baptised into the Church of England.) as what is deemed the
earlies\ ring and zig-zag dial cleck bears his name. Substantial sections fillow oo
the Gilkes and Fardon families lallowed by the May Jamily of Witney, William
Green of Milon, the Hanis family of Deddinglon and Bloxham, Mauhias
Padbury. the Atkins family and others, Notall of the cleckmakeis operating in the
mid eighteenth century producnid clocks with the familiar hoop & spike move-
men\, as none have been discovered with the May sumame Of the makers, the
author records that William Green seems 10 have been quite prolific in his output.

Chapters 5 and 6 are dedicated o hoop and spike clocks, with 5 describing
clocks with a signature and 6 describing the unsigned clocks. In chapter 5 there
is a list of the makers who are known to have produced these clocks and the
method of produciog the familiar ring and zig-zag dial pattern is outlined. Also
described are the types of spandrel’ used (noting the poorly defined castings

¥ A spandreiis the area lemaining between acurved area {in the case of a clock dial it will
be a circular chapeer ring or similar) and a wider beundary. often square er rectangular
(in the instances being discussed, it is the square clock dial) On a cleck dial. the
spandrel spaces are comunonly filled with applicd castings. also called spandrels.
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ofien encountcred), the patterns of hands. various types of movement irames
and other constructional details. This is followed by details of wheelwork,
stiikework exc. and finally clock cases. Of the hoop and spike clocles the author
has recorded. about one third remain unsigned and these are reviewed in chapter 6.
Ao analysis showsa greater proportion of the known pre-1730 clocks fall in this
unsigned cate gory.

A final Chapter in the book discusses associated clockmakers. These include
John Fry of Sutton Benger (who. the author concludes. sourced some hoop and
spike clocks from north Oxlordshire), Tobias Gilks of Chipping Norloo
{seemingly not related to the Gilkes family in north Oxfordshire) and Thomas
Wagskffe (who is believed to have been from a leading nonconfoimist family
in Oxfordshire).

The Appendices include one on recently discovered clocks (emphasising
there are still many to be recorded) and another on the list of clockmakers and
their birth, “svorking™ and death years.

This book scores highly on its broad appeal and deptl: of the subjects covered,
all in a single easy to read publication with copious illustrations. Throughout,
the author has cited his reference material which will help readers who wish to
carty out further stidy.

Tim Marshall bas done an excellent job over twenty years assembling the
informiation in his book, suggesting possible answers to difficult questions (just
where did Thomas Gilkes leamn his trade), speculaling on the origin of the zig-
zag dial design (the circles used in describing the Quaker organisation). but
leaving the door finmly ajar for further research.

This new publication with its colour illustrations is a valuable addition to the
studies of regional clockmaking and the local history of north Oxjordshire
With a main interest in horology and some appelite for the historical and social
contexts, | found this book both easy to read and rather difticultto put down,

David Harris

OBITUARIES

JOHN CHENEY - a *Man for all Seasons’.
1930 - 2013

John Cheney (definitely Cheeney not Chayney!) died peacefully, aged 83, at the
end of July 2013. at Featherton House, Deddington. John, really, was a man for
all seasons. He spent his working life with bis family printing firin. Cheney and
Sons, retiring as its chairinan. The firm feunded in 1767, bad been Banbury's
longest-established business, and his great-greatgreatgrandfather John Cheney
(1732/3-1808) was our town’s fiist printer,
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He was a most generous man with his time and talenw — there cannot be many
local history or local interest groups, in North Oxfordshire, who have not had
Jobn talking to them at somctime, usually. about the hisloy of his family’s firm
and printing in Banbury For almost rwo and half centuries the Chency family
have themselves been part of our town’s life and history, The Sanbury
Chupboeks records the firins (with Rusher's) worldfamous earty output. We
f.nd the John Cheney of the 1850s with his musical friends, including George
Herbert, whose recollections in Shocmaker's Window were edited by Christina
Cheney. The first history of the firm was privately printed in 1936. This was
appropriately updated by Profcssor Christopber Cheney as “Two Centuries of
Printing” in Cake & Cockherse in 1967.

John always made his talks immensely amusing ofien with lots of interesting
artefacts on display — at one talk { atended. John produced some stationery,
printed by his firm, for the use of the Blctchley Park cede breakers during the
war. Jolin. wish his ceusin Robertalso made a popular after-dinner speaking duo.

John was a member of Addcrbury Theawre Workshop (AT W) for thity years:
he was their current president up until the end I{e wrote and produced most of
the scripts and scunilous rhymes for ATW’s annual cabare; also he usually had
a part in their annual pantomime — John’s one weakness, however, was that he
was utterly unable to remember his own, or anyone else’s, lines without
prompts; other perfoimners io the show ofien found thal they had lillle bits of
dialogue pirued to their sleeves — bits of paper were taped to the scencry or
curtains. His monologues and rhymes usually based on local events and
people were always very amusing: when John came on stage, kitted-out in
some outlandish costume, with his round face, sparkling, smiling eyes and his
button nose, you kncw you were in lor a hilarious evening.

For ewelve years 1 had the privilege and pleasure of working with Jobn
designing, building and painting the scenery for ATW’s pantos — even when we
were working in the village inslitite in a bitterly, cold January winter, working
with John was flin and lime secmed (o fly — and the cold went unnoticed — even
when the mixing waler for the paint ncerly froze!

In 1988 John went lo live at Deddington, at first in a f at, later when he nceded
care lo Featherton House. As onc might well guess John integrated very quickly
into what is a very active community — a talented artist he was soon exhibiting
at their art exhibitions — 1 still treasure my collection ofhis Christmas cards that
he designed and painted cach year often with scenes from Jtaly which he
visited, in his open-top tourer, many times over the years. He was particularly
popular in the village poeuy gioup with a great following — in fact he was a
leading light chairing some of the Deddington Festival poetry evenings; his last
arlistic creation was a charmning little book of his own rhymes John Cheney
will be sorely missed by his many, many devoted friends — he really did bring
Jjoy and happiness in his wake.

N.J. Aller
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GE®FFREY SMEDLEY-STEYENS@®N
1933-24i3

Geoftrey Smedley-Stevenson regularly attended our Annual General Meetings.
and he was present in July at Combe Mill. He died just weeks later, on 9”
August. Geoffrey was educated at Clare College, Cambridge, subsequently
becoming a schoolmaswr He contested Chesterfield and Loughborough for the
Liberal Party in 1959 and 1964 respectively. He later moved to Oxfordshire,
living initially at Middle Barton (W.G. Hoskins’s country, as he remarked in his
bibliography of Oxfordshire, published by Barracuda in 1977). He became a
Senior Lecturer at the then Oxfurd Polytechnic (now Oxford Brookes
University). subsequently moving to East Sussex.

A member of our Society fiom early days. in 1990 Cake & Cockfiorse first
mentioned that his work on Victorian Vicar William Cotton Risley of
Deddington’s diaiy was a future publication then ‘in progress’. What became
two volumes eventually appeared in 2007 and 2012. After the first, uniquely for
our records series. | was constantly asked when the second would follow We
have had other volumes that were readable rather than just records. but these
deservedly must be amongst the best. catering fer all of north Oxfordshire and
beyond. Instantly enjoyable. perfect for bedtime reading, they revealed much
about the pnvileged life of a country *squarson, but also about the lives of his
parishioners and neighbouss... and local lore. As an example, those living
anywhere near Banbury will know Crouch Hill and its familiar clump of trees
on its summit. But who had planted them? Risley can (almost) tell us:

“2 Feb 1856: 1 ascended Crouch Hill (part of Risley’s Easington preperty]...
planted by Cobb many years since... and was much struck with the grand
Panoramic view theref-om from which | was told on a very clear day more
than a.dozen Churches arc visible...”

At that time. 1990, Geoffrey had already been working many vears on these
voluminous diaries. He remained uncomplainingly patient with the many delays
in final production. 1 am so thankful that we both survived to see their
successful publication and the congratulatory reviews that followed. But 1 will
miss our past constant correspondence and his presence at our AGMs. At least
our members and future readers will continue to benefit from his immense
research and work.

Jeremy Gibson

BR PAMELA HORN

To owr great iegret we have leamt that Dr Pamela Hom died earher this year. We
have bexo beoefiting from her contnibutions for over forly yeacs since 1967. She
wrote on many topies but her particular interests were in ruial education and the
peer. We (especially editors of Cake & Ceclherse) will greatly miss her suppoit.
An obituaiy and a list ofherarticles in this joural will appear in our next issue.
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Lecture Report
Brian Littfe

Thursday 10°" October 2013

Matthew Boulton and the celebration of indnstrial technology
Dr Malcolm Pick

This was a very well organised lecture in which Matthcw Boulton was
presented as an ideas and money man rather than someone at the cutting edge of
technology.

The influence of Matthew’s father was paramount in his lile As the son of a
small metal goods manufacturer it was logical that he should move within a
similar orbit. His life spanned the years 1728 to 1809 and so thc nearness of the
anniversary of his death has increased the appropriateness of a celebration of
Soho Manufactory. his model factory in Handsworth.

Much of Malcolm Dick’s talk was taken up with detailed references o the
Soho Works where production was focused mainly on luxury metal products
such as guns, silver items and cutlery aimed at an upper middle class market but
also smaller items including butons and buckles.

Aa erratic waler supply necessitaled a move away from hydropower and this
led Boulton into a correspondence with James Watt. Their parwership in 1775
and development of Wall's steam pump evenlually moved the factory and
others likc il from water to steam power bul success also depended on its
location in the WestMidlands perceived as the Silicon Valley of its day.

The Soho works had outstanding importance not least as a meeting place for
members of the Lunar Society, a group of prominent men based in the West
Midlands interested in the ats, science and theology. These included James
Watt. Erasmus Darwin. Josiah Wedgwood and Joseph Priesily.

Boulton was a greal propagandist for industry and in mamy ways an
ealightened employer More like a Palladian mansion than a mill town factory,
Soho was the physical manifestation of his ideas and was deliberately presented
o atiract visitors including maoy trom overseas on European grand tours.
Although Boulion’s approach necessitaled massive money borrowing this was
worthwhile to achieve ilte evolution of key marke# for indusirialisation though

ironically Boulton's and Wall's patents may actually have retarded some forms
of production
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BANBURY HISTORICAL SOCIETY

The Banbury Historical Society was founded in 1957 te encourage interest in the history
of the towm of Banbuiy and neighbouring paris of Oxfordshire, Northamptonshire and
Wawickshire,

The magazine Cake and Cockhorse is issuced to members thice times a year. This
includes illustrated anvicles based on original local historical research, as well as
reconding the Society’s activities. Over onc hundred and fifty issues and fivé: hundred
aricles have bren published All but the most recent volumes have been digitised and are
available on the Society's website (sce inside front cover). Most back issues are also still
available in their original fosm,

There arc now over thirty volumes in the records scrics. Thosc still in print include:

Banbuy Gaol Records, ed. Penelope Renold (vol. 21).

Banbury Baptism und Burial Registers, 1813-1838 (vol. 22).
The earlier registets, Marriages 135448 37, Bapiisms cnd Burials 15581812, are
now outof-print, but are available on liche and CD [rom Oxfordshire Family
History Society, website at: www.ofliserguk

Osfordshire and North Berkshire Protestation Returrs and Tux Assessments 164 -
1642 (vol. 24. with Oxfordshire Record Socicty).

King's Sutton Churcimardens' Accounts 1636-1700. ed. Paul Hayter (vol. 27).

The Banbury Chapbooks, by Dr Leo John De Frivtas (vol. 28).

Banbuiy Past through Artisrs’ Eyes. compiled by Simon Townsend and Jeremy
Gibson (vol. 30,

Turnpike Roacls to Barbury, by Alan Roscvcar (vol. 31); out-of -paint.

Early Victerian Seuarson: The Diaries of William Comm Risley, Vicar of

Deddingior, Part Once, 1835-1848. ed. Geoffrey SmedlleySievensoo (vol. 29).

Par: 2. Mid.-Victoriar Squarson. 1849-1869 (vol. 32)

Vicrorian Banhuryshire: Three Memoirs, ed. Barrie Trinder (vol. 33),

Priecs / availubility of all back volumes. and of Ceke arnd Cockhrovse from Jeremy Gibson,
Hark Cottage, Church Hanborough, Wimey OX29 8AB. <jerzmy.gibson(eflibreadbandnet>

In preparalion:
Alphabctical Digest of Rusher's ‘Banbury Directory ™ 1832-1906,

The Society (s always interested to teceive suggestions of records suitable for
publication, backed by offers of help with transcription, editing and indexing.

Meeiings ate held during the autumn and winter, nomully at 730 p.m. on the second
Thursday of each mor:th, at Banbury Muscum, Spiceball Paik Road. Banbuey. Talks are
given by invited lecturcrs on genersal and local historical. archacological and architecmral
subjects. Excursions are arranged in the spring and summer, and the A.G.M. is usually
held at a local countiy house or location,

Membership of lhe Society is open to all. The annual subscription (since 2809) is £13.00
which ineludes any records volumes published. Overseas membership. £15.00

All mcmbers’ names and addresses are held on the Sociely's computer dassbase for
subscription and mailing pusposes only. Please advise if you objecs to this practice.



BANBURY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
Autumn/Winter 2013-2014 programme

Meetings-are held at Banbiry Museun: at 7.30 pm,
erurance from Spiceball Fark React,

Thurscay 12 December 2013

Notarions Neithrop: marriage, sex and cohabitation in
nineteentli century Banbuey
Professor Rebecca Prober., University of Warwick

Thursday 9" Janvary 2014
The Green Man trail in Oxfordshire
Tim Healey, writer and broadlcaster

Thursday 13" February 2014

From Gongh te Geegle: the developrient of
Printed Maps in Oxtordshire
John Leighfield. CBE

Thursday 13" March 2014

The early life of Lerd Nuffield and the birth ¢f
the Motor Industry
Rebert Harris
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